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MEMOIR OF CAPTAIN GEORGE ORTON. 


BY THE REY. CHARLES STOVEL. 


Tue claim of our departed brother to 
any place in public attention is based 
on the excellency of his Christian cha- 
racter, and the great usefulness to which 
he attained, without any remarkable 
superiority of talents or literary acquire- 
ments. He was born at Hull, in the 
year 1759, and at an early age became 
employed upon the sea. His parents 
were not pious, and his first religious 
impressions were received under the 
ministry of the Rey. Dr. Milner, author 
of the Church History. When on shore 

_ our friend was led to the place of wor- 
ship by his attachment for the singing ; 
and the lessons he thus received were 
blessed to his conversion, in the six- 
teenth year of his age. The principles 
which regulated his future life appear to 
have then taken a firm hold upon his 
mind. He could not be satisfied with a 

. personal enjoyment of salvation. The 
hope was no sooner formed in his own 


mind than he began, by inviting them to. 


unite with him in family prayer, to 
awaken in his parents a desire for the 
same blessing. His youthful effort’ was 
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not in vain, for he lived to see both these 
objects of his filial regard united with 
him in the fellowship of Christ. At 
present he held a subordinate station on 
shipboard ; but the decision of his pur- 
pose in serving the Lord was evinced 
in his stedfastly refusing. to break the 
sabbath for favour or for food. By this 
objection to ordinary practice he became 
distinguished and exposed; but his 
Christian character made him valued, 
and the Lord preserved and prospered 
him. 

In the year 1788 he became cap- 
tain of a vessel; and, from the moment 
when he was first entrusted with the 


command, he determined to make his 


ship conform to the law, and exhibit 
the honour, of his Redeemer. He sought 
for pious men, and suffered no open 
immorality on board. Worship was 
conducted every day, unless prevented 
by stress of weather, and thus he be-~ 
came known on ’Change as “the praying 
Captain.” Such a person was, at that 
time, deemed a prodigy; but his con- 
sistency preserved him from reproach. 
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He also derived great advantage from 
his practical success. The Lord caused 
him to prosper in the things with which 
he was entrusted, and he thus obtained 
the confidence of those he served. At 
this period of his life he was often ex- 
posed to great danger; and the provi- 
dential deliverance of his person, his 
ship, and those who were under his 
care, often produced in him devout gra- 
titude to God, and in others admiration. 
In the Baltic, he was driven in a thick 
fog for several days, and ran upon a 
rock, With great exertion the ship 
came off, and reached a port. She was 
brought into a dry dock to stop the 
leak, when a large block of stone fell 
from a hole in her bottom, large enough 
to sink her in half an hour. The stone, 
by retaining its place, had saved the 
ship and all their lives. When taken, 
with many others, in the French war, 
providence permitted him to be placed 
in a neutral port, while all the rest were 
retained in captivity. His own record 
of these, and similar events, is full of 
interest, but more especially because it 
recalls the fervid thankfulness with 
which he ever recurred to them in his 
conversations. To his last hour they 
seemed to confirm his faith in a prayer- 
hearing God, 

In 1790, Captain Orton was married 
to his first wife, by whom he had two 
children, one of whom still lives, to la- 
ment his loss, indeed, but to imitate, it 
is hoped, his devout and consistent 
piety. This partner of his success and 
trials died in 1810; and, in 1820, he 
became united to a second wife, who 
now remains to bear the affliction of 
widowhood. In both these relations he 
combined the sweetest elements of do- 
mestic virtue, and these were strength- 
ened, but not injured, by the more firm 
and vigorous habits suited to his worldly 
calling. Captain Orton never appeared 
more worthy of imitation than at home. 
~ Jn 1796, he came to reside in London, 
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where, after attending the ministry of 
the Rey. A. Booth for some time, he 
joined the church in Prescot Street, in 
1798. In the fellowship of this church 
he died, and left behind hin, in all his 
brethren, a profound respect for his con- 
sistency and devotion in the body of 
Christ. Those habits of punctuality and 
strict discipline to which he adhered in 
his calling, he brought with him into 
the church. As long as his health con- 
tinued, his place was always filled a 
few minutes before the time of worship. 
His respect for his brethren and the 
officers was great, and it was cordially 
expressed in every possible way ; but, 
when he became entrusted with any 
work, he grasped it with a firm hand, 
and acted with decision and effect. He 
was prepared for whatever claimed at- 
tention and service. To visit, especially 
the afflicted, to pray, to exhort, to lead 
the worship, or to follow with his pas- 
tor, were alike his pleasure, and in each 
he was pleasant to all: hence, by his 
decease, the church has sustained a loss 
that will not be soon repaired. 

Captain Orton died the 31st day of 
January, 1844. His first affliction was 
a slight apoplectic seizure, and from this, 
by a gradual decay of nature, he de- 
clined, until, after two years, he fell 
asleep in Jesus. By this providential 
arrangement his friends were prepared 
for his departure, and, not being exer= 


cised with extreme pain, he had full. 


opportunity to show his preparation for 
death. He had attended the ministry 
of many eminent teachers of divine 
truth, and for many years had taken 
notes of their sermons. His memory 
was thus aided, and, when deprived of 
public means, the perusal of his notes, 


and the correspondence with his friends, — 


exercised his mind on divine things. 
His faith in the grand peculiarities of 
the gospel was firm and practical, and 
to live or die seemed alike to him a 


business to be performed for Christ. 
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The faith of him was his entire support, 
and this proved so sufficient that to the 
end he enjoyed a perfect peace. He 
had some intervals of nervous depression, 
and often complained of remaining sin ; 
but the covenant of mercy and the great 
atonement were his refuge. He called 
it his anchorage; his anchor had en- 
tered into that within the veil, it had 
taken firm hold, and gave him strong 
consolation to the last. 

Our friend fulfilled the office of cap- 
tain at sea for thirty-five years. During 
this period he carried the glad tidings of 
mercy to many lands. His last voyage 
kept him from home three years and 
five months, during which time he visited 
Calcutta, and had many delightful inter- 
views with Dr. Carey and his colleagues. 
He was the first who conveyed the 
Bible Society version of the Romaica 
scriptures to Greece, and was very use- 
ful in their distribution. In 1802 he 
visited Jamaica, and brought from Moses 
Baker the first application to Dr. Ryland 
requesting missionaries to that island. 
His conversations and worship with the 
poor suffering servants of Christ there at 
that time were referred to with intense 
interest till the close of his life. No- 
thing could exceed the joy with which 
he saw the result at the abolition of 
slavery. He had sought out Moses 
Baker, and those who worshipped with 
him, in their solitude ; and this practice 
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of seeking opportunities for usefulness 
was retained to the last. Where he 
could not reach the objects in person, 
he wrote for their instruction and en- 
couragement. His letters were not fine, 
but full of nature, spiritual instruction, 
and practical point. Through all his 
connexions bis efforts were extended, 
and multitudes have to acknowledge 
the benefits derived from his zeal. 
Captain Orton exhibited in his ordi- 
nary habits a respectful and manly 
cheerfulness. He made no pretensions 
to superiority of any kind, but styled 
himself an “‘under-rower” in the church. 
In these points he gained a moral con- 
quest, for in early life he was greatly 
afflicted with mental depression, until 
he learnt to find a peaceful joy in the 
fellowship of Christ. By this he pre- 
vailed over every spiritual adversary, 
and the habits-of command which were 
natural to him in his worldly calling, 
were so completely conquered in the 
family and in the church, that they 
never appeared, except when exercised 
upon himself in calling up his energy 
for the work of God, or in executing 
the purposes formed by domestic or 
Christian affection. Hence Captain Or- 
ton was never dreaded by any in the 
church or family, and no one who knew 
him will remember him without esteem. 


London, May 8, 1844. 


PAUL’S ARDENT DESIRE TO BE WITH CHRIST. 


A SERMON BY THE LATE REV, B.'H. DRAPER. 


“ What I shall choose I wot not. For Iam in a strait betwixt two: having a desire to depart, 


and to be with Christ ; which is far better.” —PHILIpPIANs i, 22, 23. 


Wuen the apostle wrote this most 
interesting epistle, he was a prisoner at 
Rome. Although he was a chosen ves- 
sel of the Most High, an apostle, an 


. 


heir of God, and a joint-heir with Jesus 


Christ, and about to receive an immortal 
crown in glory, yet his situation was of 
the most painful kind. How properly 
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did our Lord observe respecting each of 
his disciples, that in the present state 
they should assuredly meet with tribu- 
lation! But though Paul was a prisoner 
as to his body, his ardent spirit was still 
at liberty. Nero had no walls high 
enough to confine his aspiring soul, no 
chains sufficiently strong to fetter it. 
Though master of a large part of the 
habitable globe, he had no ability to 
prevent this poor captive from rising to 
heaven and holding converse with his 
Father and his God; or from visiting, 
especially when addressing a throne of 
grace, the different churches which he 
had planted and watered with his own 
hand. He thought especially of his 
dear brethren at Philippi, and he wrote 
this charming letter to instruct and 
comfort them. There are many things 
in it highly caleulated to accomplish 
these desirable ends. Some of them 
might fear, at least occasionally, through 
the awful prevalence of persecution and 
temptation, that, though they had pro- 
fessed an affectionate attachment to the 
cause of the Redeemer, they should one 
day fall by the hands of their enemies, 
and finally and eternally perish. Paul 
assures them of the contrary. “ Being 
confident,” says he, “ of this very thing, 
that he which hath begun a good work 
in you, will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ.” 

Many, perhaps, were ready to say, 
“Paul has now forgotten us. Loaded 
with chains, and deprived of his free- 
dom, he has enough to do to think of 
himself, to order his own cause, and to 
pray that it may have a happy termina- 
tion; he cannot now think of us.” 
Yes, says the apostle, I pray for myself, 
but for you also, “always in every 
prayer of mine for you all, making re- 
quest with joy. For God is my record, 
how greatly I long after you all in the 
bowels of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, 
that your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge and in all judg- 
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ment; that ye may approve things that 
are excellent; that ye may be sincere 
and without offence until the day of 
Christ ; being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ 
unto the glory and praise of God.” 

The church at Philippi had perhaps, 
now Paul was a prisoner, many anxious 
thoughts respecting the cause of the 
adorable Redeemer; like Eli, they 
“trembled for the ark of God.” Who 
now, they said, shall unfurl to heathen 
cities and nations the standard of our 
divine Immanuel? Paul wrote to in- 
form them, that this great cause had not 
been materially injured by his imprison- 
ment. ‘I would,” said he, “that ye 
should understand, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the furtherance of 
the gospel; so that my bonds in Christ 
are manifest in all the palace, and in all 
other places ; and many of the brethren 
in the Lord, waxing confident by my 
bonds, are much more bold to speak the 
word without fear.” 

His brethren would, no doubt, be es- 
pecially anxious to know the state of 
his own mind; whether he experienced 
the powerful consolations which he had 
often successfully administered to others, 
The apostle, in the words of the text, 


gives them the most interesting informa- 


tion on this subject. ‘“ What I shall 
choose, I wot not. For I am ina strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ; which is far bet- 
ter.” Two things appear evident from 
these words; that the apostle, with sub- 
mission to the divine will, was willing to 
live ; and that he was more than willing 
to die. 
In the first place, let us remark, that 
the apostle, in submission to the divine 
will, was willing to live. “I am in a 
Strait betwixt two ;”, or, as Doddridge 
renders the words, “I am borne two 
different ways ;” and he remarks, that 
there is in the original, an obvious allu- — 
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sion to a vessel contending with contrary 
winds. As if the apostle had _ said, 
“When I meditate on heaven, and 
the inexpressible felicity of being with 
Christ, I have a vehement desire to 
weigh anchor, to bid these mortal shores 
a final adieu, and to sail for that happy 
world, which must be, in the nature of 
things, beyond all comparison and ex- 
pression better than a continuance here 
in a state full of sin and of sorrow. But 
yet, when I think of the churches of the 
Redeemer, and of the great end of life, 
Iam willing yet to protract my stay in 
this vale of tears, provided I may but be 
useful in advancing the cause of my 
Master, and in promoting his glory. Yes, 

1. I am willing to live, for the welfare 
of the church of Christ. Paul was af- 
fectionately attached to the little com- 
munities which had been gathered out 
of the world, by his instrumentality, and 
devoted to the Saviour’s honour. Writ- 
ing to one of them he said, “ Being 
affectionately desirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto you, not 
the gospel of God only, but also our 
own souls, because ye were dear unto 
us.” “ Yea,” says he to the Philippians, 
and if I be offered upon the sacrifice 
and service of your faith, I joy and 
rejoice with you all.” He was willing 
to live or to die, whichever might be 
most conducive to the advantage of the 
churches. ‘ Nevertheless,” he adds, 
“to abide in the flesh is more needful 
for you ; and, having this confidence, I 
know that I shall abide and continue 
with you all, for your furtherance and 
joy of faith.” The apostle knew that 
there were ‘‘ babes in Christ” in the 
church at Philippi, and he wished, when 
liberated from his prison, to feed them 
again “ with the sincere milk of the 
word.” 
them were “ young men” and “ fathers” 
in the community, and he longed to be 
the means of animating them to “en- 
dure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus 


He was aware that many of 
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Christ ;” to encourage them to aim at 
greater usefulness, and not to be “ weary 
in well-doing;” to be “stedfast and 
immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord;” and to be pressing 
forward with unremitting energy to- 
wards “the mark, for the prize of their 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Doubtless, he also wished to comfort 
“the mourners in Zion,” and to point 
poor sinners, with renewed vigilance 
and affection, to “the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the world.” 
“My earnest desire and prayer,” says 
he, “is, that Christ may be magnified 
in my body, whether it be by life or by 
death. To me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain.” 

2. Lam willing to live, for the glory of 
the Saviour. There was no reason why, 
in a worldly point of view, he should 
have been desirous of continuing in the 
present state. His life was a perpetual 
scene of danger, toil, and_ suffering. 
Listen to his own language. “ In labours 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons frequent, in deaths oft. Of the 
Jews five times received I forty stripes 
save one. Thrice was 1 beaten. with 
rods; once was I stoned; thrice I suf- 
fered shipwreck ; a night and a day I 
have been in the deep. In journeyings 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils by mine own country- 
men, in perils by the heathen, in perils 
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, 
in perils among false brethren: in weari- 
ness and painfulness, in watchings often, 


in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 


in cold and nakedness. Besides those 
things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all 
the churches.” After reading of such 
accumulated sufferings as these, we 
might reasonably have expected to have 
heard him breathe most earnestly the 
wish of David, “O that I had wings 
like a dove! then I would fly away and 
be at rest. I would hasten my escape 
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from the stormy wind and tempest.” 
But he utters no such desires as these. 
“ To me, to live,” says he, ‘is Christ ;” 
I reckon my life of no value, but as it 
may promote the glory of my Saviour ; 
and if it be prolonged, I wish it to be 
employed in exalting Christ, in publish- 
ing the salvation of Christ, in adding, by 
bringing souls to him for pardon, righ- 
teousness, and immortality, new jewels 
to his diadem, already incomparably 
glorious. Though he had received many 
wounds, and was oftentimes in the most 
painful circumstances, Paul, like a good 
soldier, did not wish to quit the field of 
conflict, whilst he could be of the least 
service to the adorable Sovereign who 
had graciously condescended to make 
him a leader in his unconquerable hosts. 
But observe, 

Secondly, That, in submission to the 
divine will, the apostle was more than 
willing to die. He was desirous of de- 
parting, that he might be with Christ. 

Then it was evident that Paul loved 
him. We do not wish to be with those 
whom we do not love. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is worthy of infinite affection. 
The apostle Paul was so fully aware of 
the truth of the sentiment, that in the 
most solemn manner he pronounces the 
individual accursed — does not love 
him. “If any man,” says he, “love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
anathema maranatha.” 

To be with Christ. Then the apostle 
knew of no middle state, of no purgatory. 
He knew nothing of the modern doc- 
trine of the sleeping of the soul with the 
body till the morning of the resurrec- 
tion. So far from it, that he exclaims, 
** Absent from the body, and present 
with the Lord.” Our divine Saviour 
~ also represents the happy spirit of Laza- 
rus as immediately convoyed by minis- 
tering angels into the bosom of Abraham. 
And our Lord assured the expiring thief, 
that he should be with him that very 
day “in Paradise.” How, indeed, could 
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it be in any sense unspeakably better to 
die, if the soul did not instantly enter 
into a state of glory, in the immediate 
presence of the adorable Redeemer? 
The text on any other principle would 
be inexplicable. 

Many persons have wished to die, on 
account of their trials and afflictions. 
But this was not the case with Paul. 
He gloried in his infirmities and perse- 
cutions for Christ’s sake. But he loved 
his Master so much, and had received 
such transforming manifestations of his 
glory, that he longed to “see him as he 
is,” and to serve him as the spirits of the 
just made perfect do around his throne, 
without cessation, without weariness, 
and without end. 

The text obviously implies, that Paul 
possessed an assurance of the love of the 
Saviour. He could say, on good ground, 
“He loved me, and gave himself for 
me.” And this holy confidence is at- 
tainable by all the disciples of the Re- 
deemer. But for such things God “ will 
be inquired of by the house of Israel.” 
Seek, continually and eamestly seek, 
and you shall find the unspeakable bles- 
sing, 

The apostle earnestly longed to de- 
part and to be with Christ, which he 
thought unspeakably better than a con- 
tinuance in this vale of tears. He judged 
correctly ; for to be immediately with 
Christ is to be in a state of sacred re- 
pose, of unsullied purity; to be with 
Christ is to be freed from every evil, to 
be with those whom we most love, and 
to be in the complete possession of every 
good. To be with Christ is, 

1. To be in a state of sacred repose. 
The present world is a scene of toil and 
labour. And, since man is become a 
sinner, it is.a great blessing that he is 
not condemned to perpetual indolence. 
It was mercy, as well as judgment, 


which induced an offended Creator to — 


say to Adam, “In the sweat of thy face 


shalt thou, eat bread, till, thou returnest — 
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unto the ground.” The world would 
soon be a large field of conflict and 
misery, if it were not for labour. If men 
had full leisure to gratify their evil pas- 
sions, scarcely any thing but what is 
destructive of all that is good, would be 
apparent in society. Latimer was ac- 
customed to say, that the devil had more 
work done for him on one holiday than 
on many other days. And the asser- 
tion is, perhaps, lamentably correct, that 
more sin is usually committed on the 
sabbath than on any other day of the 
week. Yet what multitudes of our race 
are constantly engaged in the most de- 
grading occupations ; the human mind 
can readily conceive of pursuits infinitely 
more noble and more becoming the im- 
mortal faculties of man. And this is the 
sublime employment which awaits us in 
a better world; employment so conge- 
nial to the perfected capacities of happy 
spirits, that it is equivalent to the most 
delicious repose. <A state of felicity, 
unspeakably sublime and glorious, re- 
mains for the people of God. In that 
happy world the promise of the Saviour, 
«‘ Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,” reeeives its full plenitude of ac- 
complishment. ‘I heard a voice,” says 
John, “from heaven, “ saying unto me, 
Write, Blessed are the dead, which die 
in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow 
them.” “Oh, how sweet to the soldier, 
the moment when, the enemies of his 
country vanquished, he lays aside his 
instruments of war, and, enraptured, 
listens to the summons which calls him 
to return and repose in his much loved 
native land! To the weather-beaten 
. mariner, how gratifying the period when 
he once more views the well-known 
coast, of which in moments of danger 
and despondency he had taken in ima- 
gination a sad and final adieu, and is 
wafted by a propitious gale into his 
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own, his lone desired haven! How de- 
lightful, to him who has laboured dili- 
gently through the tedious summer’s 
day, and borne its “heat and its bur- 
den,” is the approach of peaceful even- 
ing, when he remits his exertions, and 
his children welcome him to his humble 
cottage! But more sweet to the con- 
flicting Christian is the auspicious hour 
which calls him to be with his Lord and 
Saviour, where “ the wicked cease from 
troubling,” and the weary spirit for ever 
reposes on the bosom of its Father and 
its God. Oh, if it were left to our 
choice, whether we would fill the most 
magnificent throne which any mortal 
ever occupied, or immediately take up 
our residence with the Saviour, rightly 
estimating things, we should ardently 
exclaim, “ To depart and be with Christ 
is better, beyond expression better!” 

2. To bein a region of unsullied purity. 
The present state exhibits a vast and 
complicated scene of iniquity. How 
many millions of the human race are 
lying in darkness and the shadow of 
death, the common prey of the great 
enemy, and the slaves of the most hor- 
rible and destructive vices! And even 
in professedly Christian nations, is there 
not a frightful majority of persons who 
in works deny the Saviour, and are 
blind to his infinite excellencies? God 
evidently, in his providence, manages 
the affairs of the human race; but what 
multitudes are there who say, “Doth 
God know? and doth the Almighty 
regard?” The divine commands are all 
of them holy, just, and true, evidently — 
tending to the present and future happi- 
ness of immortal beings; but his crea- 
tures trample them under their feet: 


with indifference. The great Benefactor 


showers down his benefits on all that 
live, with a ceaseless liberality, but “a — 
world full of his bounty is almost empty 
of his praise.” Infinite excellence has 
but few admirers. Even the servants of 
the Most High have much reason to de- 
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plore their want of conformity to the 
divine character. ‘For I know, that in 
me, that is in my flesh,’ says the 
apostle Paul, “ dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me, but how 
to perform that which is good I find 
not. I delight in the law of God after 
the inward man, But I see another 
law in my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members. Oh, wretched man that 
I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death? I thank God, 
through Jesus Christ my Lord.” Com- 
plete deliverance from every thing which 
is unlike God awaits the believer, through 
his divine Saviour. But he will never 
be perfectly happy till he is perfectly 
holy, and this great, essential work will 
never be entirely effected till he is pre- 
sent with the Lord Jesus. It is, then, 
unspeakably desirable to depart and to 
be with Christ,— 

3. For this is to be freed from every 
evil. Now the Christian is exposed to 
numerous and varied sorrows. ‘ Man 
is born to trouble as the sparks fly up- 
wards.” And we are assured from 
many parts of the scriptures, that it is 
“through much tribulation,” we must 
enter into the kingdom of God. There 
are many evils of our own making, and 
these are the worst kind of evils. But 
there are many ills that are unavoidable. 
None of them shall, however, accom- 
pany us into a better world. There is 
no extreme poverty, no want there. 
Anxieties and difficulties are unknown 
in that happy region. No temptations 
assault us there; no more shall we be 
pained with internal conflicts, or grieved 
with the “ filthy conversation of the 
wicked.” Pale consumption shall no 
more prey upon its victims. There 
are— 

“No rude alarms of raging foes ; 
No cares, to break the long repose ; 


No midnight shade, no clouded sun, 
(But sacred, high, eternal noen. 
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Oh, to be with Christ is indeed to be 
freed from every evil. Listen to the 
language of the beloved disciple, “ And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain; for the former 
things are passed away-” Is not this a 
state incomparably glorious? Surely it 
is. To be with Christ is,=— 

4. To be with those whom we most 
love. Blessed be God, he has not left 
us entirely friendless, though he has 
been pleased to call those who were 
very dear to us from our society: Per- 
haps some one of you is now saying, 
“Yes; I have been painfully bereaved. 
I had a son; he was the joy and staff 
of my declining years ; I expected him 
to have closed my dying eyes, and to 
have followed me to the silent tomb. 
But he is gone; and with him I have 
interred all hope of earthly happiness.” 
And others of us have lost beloved chil- 
dren, affectionate parents, and dear con- 
nexions, with whom we have often 
“taken sweet counsel, and walked to 
the house of God in company.” But we 
have buried them in the peaceful grave. 
And is this indeed the case ? “Have we 
buried them? Is not this a mistake? 
Was it not the garment only that en- 
wrapped them for a short period? Has 
any thing more transpired, than the tak- 
ing down the contracted and inconve- 
nient habitation in which they resided 
for a short season? Surely not: 


“ They live—they greatly live—a life on earth 
Unkindled, unconeéived.”— 


No: they are not lost. They are with 
the Saviour. They have entered on 
those glorious and immortal mansions 
which the divine Redeemer has prepared 
for all who love him. Set 

“To be with Christ” is to meet them 
where we shall be completely happy, 
without the least fear of separation, for 


ever. Nor shall we associate alone with — 
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our dear kindred and our immediate 
friends. We shall sit down with Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of glory ; with the great and good, 
the wise and the pious, also, of “ every 
tongue and people, and kindred and 
nation.” There we shall behold our 
unveiled Redeemer, and eternity will be 
employed in contemplating and cele- 
brating his inconceivable perfections. 
And, oh, is not this better, beyond ex- 
pression better, than a continuance in 
the present state of sin, and sorrow, and 
death? Assuredly it is. To be with 
Christ is, : 
5. To be in the possession of every real 
good. ‘The enjoyment of the divine fa- 
vour is the chief good of man. Nor will 
this great and distinguished blessing be 
fully ours till we arrive in a better world. 
Every good man has a consciousness of 
the vanity of earthly scenes; and, al- 
though he may be very prosperous in 
his external circumstances, and be the 
object of envy to all around him, yet he 
sighs for nobler bliss, of which, in his 
retired moments, in communion with 
his Father and his God, he has repeat- 
edly had an interesting earnest in his 
own happy and heartfelt experience. 
David was a great monarch, and had 
the treasures and resources of a power- 
ful kingdom at his command; yet he 
deemed his felicity incomplete: “TI 
shall,” says he, “be satisfied when I 
awake in thy likeness.” Ah! what are 
earth’s noblest treasures but abject po- 
verty, compared with the infinite riches 
at God’s right hand? What are its 
highest distinctions, but wretched beg- 
gary, contrasted with the never-fading 
honours of the court of heaven? What 
are its most exalted pleasures but misery 
‘itself, when put in competition with the 
inexhaustible rivers of sublime felicity 
flowing through the paradise of God? 
Not a blessing can be named, however 
elevated, which the happy spirit who 
has left this momentary scene, and taken 
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up its residence with the Saviour, has 
not found in absolute perfection. To 
depart, and to be with Christ is, then, 
in the highest degree desirable, because 
this is to be in the possession of every 
real good. 

We should desire to live, that we 
may be useful. This was the great mark 
at which the apostle aimed. We have 
all much to do. Go, professor of reli- 
gion, and examine thy state in reference 
to eternity. A mere profession of reli- 
gion will ayail thee nothing. In some 
solemn scene of devout retirement, pray 
God to search thee, and lead thee -in 
the way everlasting. Thy eternal wel- 
fare is at stake. Give no “sleep to 
thine eyes, or slumber to thine eye-lids,” 
till thou hast supplicated the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus. Give unremitting 
diligence, for it is thy chief concern, “to 
make thy calling and election sure.” Go, 
preach Christ by thy holy and pious 
example. Be a living epistle of his doc- 
trine, known and read of all men. Visit 
the fatherless and the widows in their 
affliction, and keep thyself unspotted 
from the world. Conflict steadily and 
with ardour with thy spiritual adversa- 
ries, assured that thou shalt be “more 
than a conqueror through him who hath 
loved thee,” and animated continually 
with the delightful recollection, that the 
combat shall be momentary, and thy 
victory eternal. Thy strength shall be 
equal to thy day. More are they that 
are for thee, than all who are against 
thee. The eye of the great Captain of 


thy salvation watches over thee perpetu- — y 


ally. Shortly he will come, and call 
thee into his presence, crown thee with 
immortal honour, and confer on thee the 
infinite felicity at his right hand in glory. 

Death, to a good man, is only a depar- 
ture. It is only quitting the distant part 
of the domain belonging to a father, to 
dwell on the interesting spot which he 
has chosen and adorned for his own im- 
mediate residence. It is a departure 
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from the earthly to the heavenly sanctu- 
ary ; from a state of sin and sorrow to a 
world of unsullied purity and unmingled 
joy. It is going from a foreign to our 
native land. “ Our citizenship is in 
heaven.” It is returning home after a 
painful and protracted absence. Sucha 
departure, surely, should not be dreaded, 
but desired. Death, to him who loves 
the Saviour, is inseparably connected 
with an introduction to all that is glori- 
ous. The poet may well exclaim— 


© Our day of dissolution! name it right, 
°Tis our great pay-day ; *tis our harvest, rich, 
And ripe. as 
Death wounds to cure; we fall, we rise, we reign, 
Spring from our fetters, fasten in the skies, 
Where blooming Eden withers in our sight.” 


Death is a departure, also, to the 
wicked ; but a departure of a very dif- 
ferent description. A departure from 
hope to despair; from partial enjoyment 
to complete misery; froma world where 
God is frequently seen in his mercy, to 
a state in which he is never beheld but 
in his wrath. It is the departure of a 
criminal to the place of his punishment, 
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from whence he is never to return. It 
is a residence, without hope, in outer 
darkness, where the tormenting “ worm 
dieth not, and the fire is never quench- 
ed.” Itis to be in such circumstances, 
that the sinner will seek death as the 
chiefest good, without a possibility of 
finding it. To the wicked, the prayer- 
less, the Christless, the despiser of the 
gospel, death is a departure infinitely 
terrible. ‘‘ Now, consider this, ye that 
forget God, lest he tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver you.” Take unto 
you words, and return unto your offend- 
ed sovereign. The golden sceptre of 
his mercy is still extended towards you. 
“This is the accepted time, this is the 
day of salvation.” To-morrow may be ~ 
too late. Intreat him, without delay, to 
make you a monument of his rich and 
free grace. Come tohim through Christ 
Jesus. He will in no wise cast you out. 
“Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to onr God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.” 


GODLY. DECISION ENFORCED. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM BARNES. 


“ How long halt ye between two opinions ?”—1 Kinas xviii. 21, 


Tus question directly bears upon, at 
least, two classes of persons common in 
our congregations. The one class is 
undecided whether to receive Christ, 
the other, whether to profess him. The 
hesitation of the first is as to withdraw- 
ing from the world, and of the second 
as to giving up themselves to the church. 
With those, the place of decision is the 
closet; with these, it is the baptistery. 

I am about to plead with the latter 
class: but, while public decision at the 
baptistery is earnestly enforced, let it 


be understood that secret decision in the 
closet is deemed in all cases an essential — 
prerequisite. The heart must be given 
up to God, before the hand is stretched — 
forth to the church; but when that is 
done, this ought not to be left undone, 
as it often is. Who does not know that — 
many who have hopefully taken the 
first step, object to take the second? 
They are, it is trusted both by them- 
selves and others, joined | to Christ, but - 
not to his people according to his will. 
Their calling of God has transpired, but | 
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not their confession of faith. ‘ These 
things, my brethren, ought not so to be.” 

“Judge in yourselves;” can it be 
meet and proper for believers not to 
stand forth as such? In the nature of 
things, is this right and becoming? 
Apart from set arguments, and inde- 
pendently of them, it must strike every 
ingenuous mind, that there is no small 
impropriety in attempting to hide our 
religious convictions, or in not openly 
and boldly avowing them, Is there any 
thing advantageous or praiseworthy in 
secret discipleship? Is there any thing 
in the doctrines, or the ordinances, or 
the hopes of the gospel, to be ashamed 
of? Is it not obviously proper, that 
true believers should be recognized by 
each other, and by the world? Did our 
Lord conceal himself in the desert, or 
retire into corners? Did he provide 
that his church should sit solitary and 
sad, like a lodge in a garden of cucum- 
bers? Did he not rather liken it to a 
city set on a hiil, which cannot be hid? 
If visibility is to be sought by the church 
as a whole, so should it be by each 
Christian in particular. Each of Christ’s 
“sheep” should consort with the flock ; 
each “living stone” should occupy its 
place in the building; each “light of 
the world” should arise and shine. Are 
we disciples’ ?—and is it meet that 
any disciple should seek to be taught 
and cared for separately from the rest, 
as though he were a kind of parlour- 
boarder in the school of Christ? Ave 
we soldiers ?—and is it right that any 
soldier of the cross should sit at home, 
and never rally with the host around the 
blood-stained banner? Are we children? 
—and is it proper that any child of God 
should keep aloof from his Father’s 
- family, and never acknowledge his own 
brethren? If these things are right and 
comely, it is only lately that they have 
become so. The holy apostles and pro- 
phets, whom we are exhorted to imitate, 
"were of another mind. They acted on 
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the divine maxim, “He who hath the 
truth cometh to the light.” If they had 
been content with secret discipleship, 
Moses could have remained in Egypt, 
Daniel would have escaped the lion’s 
den, and Paul would neither have writ- 
ten the eleventh chapter to the Hebrews 
nor have been bound with a Roman 
chain. Ifthe Christians of bygone ages 
had only kept their faith to themselves, 
John would have been spared the vision 
of the fifth seal, which, on being opened, 
disclosed ‘‘ under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of 
God, and for the testimony which they 
held,” Rey. vi. 9. If this “noble army 
of martyrs” had just forborne their tes- 
timony, who would have cared about 
their private opinions? In like manner, 
if the apostles had been but courteous 
enough to listen to the advice of the 
Jewish council, ‘‘not to speak or teach 
any more in this name,” their hidden, 
smouldering sentiments would not have 
been disturbed. Their crime was, not 
in believing the truth of the gospel, but 
in professing and proclaiming it. Could 
they have acted as peaceable citizens, 
and been content “to go to heaven in 
their own way,” it is not unlikely they 
might have enjoyed smiles of recogni- 
tion and greetings in the market-places 
from every member of the Sanhedrin. 
But those “examples to the flock” de- 
clared, “‘ We cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.” And~ 
if the saints of old felt it incumbent on 
them to profess their faith, even when 


tortures and death stood in the way, —— 


can it at any time, be proper for “ par- 

takers of like precious faith with them,” 
to confine the heavenly gift within the 
sanctuary of their own heart? No, 

never! Indeed, we are compelled to 

ask, whether the faith of primitive con- ~ 
fessors, and the faith of modern secret 
disciples, be not essentially diverse, the 
one from the other? Do they verily rest 
on the same truths? or descry the same 
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glory? or hearken to the seme Lord and 
Master? Would it not be as easy, at 
any rate, to present them in contrast 
as in conformity? Let the non-profess- 
ing believer himself reply. Supposing, 
moreover, that the example of the first 
disciples were not in this matter author- 
itative, what conscience that is not fore- 
closed by unbelief can withstand the 
express and solemn requirements of the 
Lord Jesus himself? He enjoins an 
open confession of his name in such dis- 
tinct and emphatic terms as to render 
misapprehension inexcusable, and neg- 
lect fearfully presumptuous, Read what 
he says in Luke xii. 8, 9, “ Whosoever 
shall confess me before men, him shall 
the Son of man also confess before the 
angels of God; but he that denieth me 
before men shall be denied before the 
angels of God.’ Ponder likewise his 
declaration when giving his last and 
great. commission to the apostles, “ He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.” Were these vain words? Shall 
we, in practice, mutilate the requisition 
of our risen Lord? May we venture to 
amend and adapt to our own wishes his 
royal mandate? This be far from us. 
Such is the appeal which is addressed 
to the conscience of the non-professing 
disciple ; but there is also an appeal to 
his affections. My brother, you trust 
that yow love Christ! Have you'not in 
your closet made the protestation of 
Peter your own, “Lord, thou knowest 
all things; thou knowest that I love 
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thee?” You often muse on his myste- 
rious incarnation, his holy life, his vica- 
rious passion, his glorious resurrection 
and ascension, his everlasting priest- 
hood, his second advent, until your 
heart swells with emotion, and your 
eyes swim with tears. In looking for- 
ward to the hour of death, you hope to 
be able to say, “Lord, Jesus, receive 
my spirit!” and you aspire to an im- 
mortal crown, purchased for you by 
“his agony and bloody sweat.” Oh, 
then, how can you suppress your open 
testimony to his ‘‘ redeeming grace and 
dying love?” By what process do you 
manage to smother your heartfelt grati- 
tude and joy? One would expect the 
exclamation to leap spontaneously from 
your lips, “‘ Come and hear all ye that 
fear God, and I will declare what he 
hath done for my soul!” Oh, my bro- 
ther, what a contrast between the readi- 
ness of the Saviour to undergo his bap- 
tism in sufferings for you, and your 
backwardness to be baptized in water 
for his name’s sake! Is it unreasonable 
that our Lord should say, “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments?” What 
could he say less? His commandments 
are not grievous ; but, if they were, his 
obedience unto death for our salvation 
ought to constrain us to a full and most 
cheerful compliance with them. 


‘“‘ Through floods and flames, if Jesus lead, 
I'll follow where he goes ; 
Hinder me not, shall be my ery, 
Though earth and hell oppose.””_ 


THE HEAVENS DECLARING THE GLORY OF GOD. 


Comz forth, oh man, yon azure round survey, 
And view those lamps which yield eternal day ; 
Bring forth thy glasses, clear thy wandering eyes, 


Millions beyond the former 


illions rise ;— s 


Look further—millions more blaze from remoter skies. : 
And are these everlasting founts of ~ bar mi 


Bodies immensely vast, divinely brig 
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Hung for no end at all? or but to blaze 

Through empty space, and useless spend their rays? 
Consult with reason, reason will reply— 

Each lucid point that glows in yonder sky 

Completes a system in the boundless space, 

And fills with glory its appointed place ; 

With beams unborrowed brightens other skies, 

And worlds to thee unknown with heat and life supplies. 


THE PARTING. 


** And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And 
it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heayen.” 
—LvEE xxiv, 50, 51. 


** Hx led them out to Bethany ;’—his work on earth was done ; 
The cross had borne the bleeding form of God’s anointed Son,— 
The rock-hewn sepulchre had closed upon his pallid clay, 

And he had “ rent its bars in twain, and cast its bonds away.” 


No fickle crowds their welcome spake, no leafy palms were strewed 
Along the memorable path the Saviour then pursued :— 

There had been sounds of triumph there, and voices of acclaim, 
Pronouncing blessings on his head, hosannas to his name! 


None followed in the Master's steps but those, the chosen few,— 
Dispersed awhile, yet each recalled his homage to renew,— 

Save he who walked not in their midst, nor filled the vacant place, 
Gone down, with memory unrevered, to darkness and disgrace. 


Methinks that morning’s golden skies a flood of glory gave 

To Salem’s venerable towers, to Kedron’s sparkling wave,— 

On Olivet’s rude craggy heights in majesty looked down, 

And seemed Gerizim’s distant brows with “living light” to crown: ; 


Nor smiled less sweetly on that roof beneath whose humble shade, 
The little band, at weary eve, their wanderings oft had stayed, — 
The sisters’ dwelling, darkened once by death's funereal train, 
But filled with ecstacies of joy when Lazarus lived again. 


“ He led them out to Bethany ;”—and o’er each bended head, 

Raising those pierced hands to heaven, affection’s farewell said ; — 
Breathed forth his last terrestrial prayer, and, blessing them, withdrew,— —— 

His chariot-wheels the sunlit cloud, his robe the morning dew ! 


Triumphant Lord! while there they stood to gaze and grieve alone, Pager 
What shouts of welcome hailed thee back victorious to thy throne ! 

Angels and spirits of the just,—the perfected above,— 

Exulting in the glorious theme of thy redeeming love. 


May we, when hope but dimly burns, to Bethany repair, 

With faith’s calm, cloudless gaze, to view thy rising glories there ; 
In thy ascension to the skies a type of owrs to see, ; 
And wait submissive thy command,—“ Arise and follow me ! 


Battersea. 
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Contributions, Biographical, Literary, and 
Philosophical, to the Eclectic Review. By 
Joun Foster, Author of “ Essays on De- 
cision of Character,” Sc. &c. In two vo- 
lumes. London: 8yvo. pp. 570 and 527, 
Price 24s. 


Lectures delivered at Broadmead Chapel, 
Bristol, by Joun Foster, London: 8vo. 
pp. 419. Price 10s. 6d. 


Srtpom has it been the privilege of a 
reviewer to present to the attention of 
his readers, at one time, three such vo- 
lumes as these. They are volumes full 
of thought. Alas, how many of those 
which come before us are only volumes 
full of words! But Mr. Foster was em- 
phatically a thinking man. To think 
was at once the pleasure and the busi- 
ness of his life. He was not a man of 
activity; he was not fond of public 
speaking ; he was not even addicted to 
writing: indeed the gravest allegation 
to be considered by those who attempt 
to form an impartial estimate of his 
character is, that he did not make due 
use of the talent intrusted to him, by 
illuminating his contemporaries with fre- 
quent productions of his pen. His de- 
light was to think. Whoever opened 
one of his publications might feel a 
pleasing certainty that it had been 
printed, not because the time was come 
for Mr. Foster to make a book, but be- 
cause he had some thoughts to commu- 
nicate. And the subject on whieh he 
was most prone to expatiate was one on 
which the thoughts of a quiet, retired, 
contemplative observer, are peculiarly 
worthy to be treasured up. His favour- 
ite subject was man. Individuals of the 
human species, he loved to analyze and 
classify ; society, he loved to consider 
as it was, as it had been, and as it ought 
to be. 
in its relation to man. Inspired scrip- 
ture, he studied, and doubtless received 
thankfully the information it imparted 
respecting the invisible Creator, and the 
grace displayed in his arrangements and 
purposes ; but it yielded to him habitu- 
ally an especial pleasure, as furnishin 
an insight into sis nature, habits, an 


Physical science, he only valued. 


eapabilities of man. The uninspired 
books in which he found most gratifica- 
tion were histories, biographies, travels, 
voyages; and his writings are picture 
galleries, abounding with portraits evi- 
dently the productions of a master. A 
deceased friend even, he seemed to re- 
gard as a subject for post mortem exa- 
mination; and in more than one instance 
he published to the world, in a rather 
startling manner, the results of the 
autopsy. His own language in reference 
to another is justly applicable to himself: 
“ The author is a sharp observer of man- 
kind, and has a large portion of know- 
ledge of the world. What is more, he 
has exercised much discriminative ob- 
servation on the human heart, and often 
unfolds a correct view of its movements, 
especially the depraved ones.” 

The Eclectic Review was the vehicle 
generally preferred by Mr. Foster for 
conveying his thoughts to the public. It 
can scarcely be necessary to observe, 
that this Review was established nearly 
forty years ago for the defence and pro- 
mulgation of evangelical principles, and 
that to these it has uniformly adhered. 
Though it has passed through some 
changes, the ability with which it has 
been conducted has not been at any 
time inferior to that of its most cele- 
brated contemporaries; and the one 


hundred and eighty-five articles contri- 


buted by Mr. Foster conduced greatly 
to its eminence. During the first nine 
years of its existence, however, church- 
men were united with dissenters in its 
management; and neutrality on the 
points on which they differ was attempt- 
ed. The practicalinconveniences of 
this neutrality were soon evident; and 
Mr. Foster in some of his articles refers 
to it. Reviewing Macdiarmid’s British 
Statesmen, he says, 


“Our situation is somewhat invidious with 
regard to one great subject, which is unavoid- 


ably made prominent in almost every page of 
these two lives. By the principles of our un- 
dertaking, we are pledged not to advance any 
opinions on the grand controversy between the 
religious establishment of our country and the 


dissenters from its communion ;—or, more pre- 
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cisely, we are engaged to avoid discussing the 
abstract propriety of an establishment, and also 
the propriety of that form of establishment now 
existing in the country. These are questions, 
it is true, quite distinct from the conduct of the 
church, or any of its distinguished members, as 
political agents in the transactions of an history. 
Viewed in this light, their operations, their 
influence, their virtues, or their vices, are just 
as fair subjects of observation as those of the 
eminent dissenters, or any other of the agents, 
involved in our national history. But it is not 
quite certain that we can exercise our right to 
this undoubted extent without giving consider- 
able offence. Even at this liberal period, when 
religious churchmen and dissenters regard each 
other much more as brethren, and much less as 
even rivals, there are some whom it would be 
hard to avoid offending, and in whose opinion 
we should scarcely seem to preserve our pledged 
neutrality, while condemning the violent and 
fatal intolerance of the church during the reigns 
of the Jameses and the Charleses, though it be 
evidently impossible to discuss the merits, or 
even narrate the events, of those reigns without 
it.”— Vol. I. pp. 252, 253. 


A new series was commenced in the 
year 1814, and a change took place, 
which the editor of these. volumes de- 
scribes in the following terms :— 


“Tt was, however, ultimately found imprac- 
ticable to continue the compromise involved in 
the original constitution of the journal, and the 
Eclectic Review therefore became the avowed 


advocate of those principles of ecclesiastical | 


polity which are held by the congregationalists 
of this country.”—Preface, p. iv. 


The writer of this preface being him- 
self the present editor of the Eclectic 
Review, it is necessary to say that the 
use of the word “ congregationalists” in 


_ this sentence is, in our view, remarkably 


Ricneennirinten 


unfortunate, It is now the technical 
description of one of the three great 
sections of the dissenting body. In 
common speech, in the official docu- 
ments of the denomination formerly 
called independents, and in the recorded 
proceedings of the “Three Denomina- 
tions,” the word “ Congregationalists” 
is used as the distinctive title of the in- 
dependent peedobaptist churches. This 
sentence will therefore create misappre- 
hension in the minds of many into whose 
hands these volumes will come, and 
who know but little of dissenting affairs. 


the advocate of “those principles ,of 


The Eclectic has never been professedly 
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ecclesiastical polity which are held by 
the Congregationalists of this country,” 
as presented to the world in publications 
issued by the body bearing that name. 
The Congregational Calendar says ex- 
pressly, “The Congregational church 
polity is distinguished from the system 
of the Baptist churches by the principle 
of the right of believing parents to dedi- 
cate their infant children to God in bap- 
tism; by the principle that water is to 
be applied to the person, and not the 
person to the water; and by the prin- 
ciple of open communion with all who 
make a credible profession of being 
Christ’s disciples, irrespective of the 
mode of baptism.” These are not the 
principles to which the editor of the 
Eclectic referred; but these being 
avowed by the Congregationalists as 
their principles, we fear that the state- 
ment he has made will mislead a portion 
of the public, and perhaps produce an 
unfavourable impression among his bap~ 
tist friends. He may not be aware of 
it, but it has been thought that the 
Eclectic is, rather more than it should 
be, the speaking-trumpet of the congre- 
gationalists. It has been thought, not 
only that there was internal evidence 
that a very large proportion of the arti- 
cles were written by gentlemen more 
familiar with the societies and proceed- 
ings of the congregationalists than of the 
baptists, but also that some publications 
of chief men among the congregational- 
ists “have received a larger measure of 
commendation than their intrinsic merit 
would have secured, had there not been 
in the minds of the reviewers a fraternal 
bias in their favour. This may have been 
perhaps unfounded surmise. It is pos- 
sible that the very reverse may have 
been thought by peedobaptist brethren; 
but we fear that the casual expression 
on which we are commenting will be 
taken by some readers as a deliberate 
statement that the Eclectic is devoted 
to the interests of the Congregational- 
ists. The editor used the term, we are 


— 


sure, in a more extensive sense; as in< —— 


cluding all who hold the principles 
by which congregationalists are distin- 
guished from episcopalians and presby- 
terians; all who maintain the competence _ 
of every Christian congregation to man- 
age its own affairs uncontrolled by 
others. He used it as a comprehensive 
word, intending it to be taken as a 
description of baptist as well as peedo- 
baptist adherents of independency. 
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There is an objection of another kind, 
however, to its use in reference to bap- 
tist churches ; and to this we advert the 
more readily, as we have to acknow- 
ledge that we have formerly so written, 
at least in one instance, as to give it an 
apparent sanction. The “congregation” 
is, In common parlance, distinct from 
the “church.” Whatever may be the 
similarity of the two words, etymologi- 
cally considered, common usage includes 
in the meaning of the word “ congrega- 
tion” many who are not included in the 
“church.” Now the government lies, 
among us, not with what is called the 
congregation but with what is called the 
church. In some other connexions, we 
believe that the congregation has more 
direct influence in the election of pas- 
tors, and in other matters of arrange- 
ment, than with us. In theory, among 
baptists, the church is independent of 
the congregation; and it is important 
for its spiritual interests that it should 
always be so in practice. It is desirable 
that it should be known that this is the 
case ; and for this reason, as well as on 
account of the established appropriation 
by our peedobaptist brethren, we object 
to the word Congregationalism as de- 
seriptive of our church polity. 

In the preparation of Mr. Foster's 
reviews for separate publication, the 
editor has rendered the community a 
service which demands their warmest 
thanks. Reviewing was peculiarly the 
work for which Mr. Foster’s mental 
habits fitted him; it drew forth into 
exercise his latent energies, and afforded 
him scope for their successful applica- 
tion. His acuteness, his ingenuity, his 
soundness—of judgment, his stores of 
knowledge, his liveliness of imagination, 
and his habit of referring to great prin- 
ciples, fitted him for the examination of 
works of the highest order, and for de- 
scanting on the passing events and the 
prominent personages of the times in 
which he aes He was not easily 
dazzled by eloquence, or turned from 
his convictions by sophistry. He ex- 
celled more in handling a bad book 
than a good one ; and, when he under- 
took to flog a culprit, he did not soon 
evince signs of weariness, but adminis- 
tered the lash with evident determina- 
tion to perform his task thoroughly. 
His sarcasm was perhaps too profuse ; 
and some skill is required occasionally 
to determine whether what he is saying 
is to be understood literally, or whether 
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it is ironical. But the power with which 
he exposes “ spiritual wickedness,” and 
the facility of illustration with which he 
excites his reader to condemn and de- 
test it, are wonderful. Any specimens 
that we could adduce would be of little 
value: they must be too brief to convey 
a proper idea of their pertinence; and 
the bright gems that abound derive half 
their lustre from the manner in which 
they are set. The quotation of a few 
sentences may however be agreeable. 
and stimulate desire to possess the 
whole. Of Blair, as a sermon writer, 
he says, 


“ We have sometimes to charge him also with 
a certain adulteration of the Christian moral 
principles, by the admixture of a portion of the 
worldly spirit, As a friend to Christianity, he 
wished her to be a little less harsh and peculiar 
than in her earlier days, and to show that she 
had not lived so long in the genteelest world in 
the creation, without learning politeness.”— 


Vol, I. p. 64. 


His opinion of David Hume and his 
mischievous writings is summed up 
thus :-— 


“Tf that barbarous old Charon would have 
permitted a century or two more of life, it is 
probable that Hume would have been severely 
mortified in viewing the effect of his writings 
against ‘superstition,’ an effect so much less 
than his vanity no doubt secretly anticipated. 
Indeed his strictly philosophical works seem 
likely to fall into utter neglect. The biographer 
justly observes, that, though very acute, they 
are not very lucid or systematic in point of 
reasoning; and they have none of that elo- 
quence which sometimes continues to interest 
the general reader in works that are becoming 
superannuated in the schools of philosophy. 
Many of his shorter essays will always be read 
with much advantage; but his History, we 
need not say, is the basis of his permanent 
reputation ; and it will perpetuate the moral, 
as well as the intellectual cast of his mind; it 
will show a man indifferent to the welfare of 
mankind, contemptuous of the sublime feelings 
of moral and religious heroism, incapable him- 
self of all grand and affecting sentiments, and 
constantly cherishing a consummate arrogance, 
though often under the semblance and language 
of philosophic moderation,”— Vol. £, p. 87. 


Of the true character of Queen Eliza. 
beth he speaks as follows, in noticing 
ihe ee of her great minister, Lord Bur- 
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“That of Cecil, Lord Burleigh, presents to 
our view beyond all doubt the most useful min- 
ister that ever managed the affairs of our coun- 
try. He held the important station during 
very nearly the whole reign of Elizabeth; and 
we shall not allow it to constitute any impeach- 
ment of either our loyalty or gallantry, that we 
have wished, while reading the account of his 
life, that he had been the monarch instead of 
our famous queen, It is impossible to say 
what share of the better part of her fame was 
owing to him, but we are inclined to think, 
that if we could make out an estimate of that 
reign, wanting all the good which resulted 
from just so much wisdom and moderation 
as Cecil possessed beyond any other statesman 
that could have been employed, and including 
all the evil which no other minister would have 
prevented, we should rifle that splendid period 
of more than half its honours, A very consi- 
derable proportion of his political labour was a 
contest with his sovereign, a contest with ca- 
price, with superstition, with bigotry, and with 
the prodigality of favouritism. This would no 
doubt reflect great honour on. the sovereign 
who could, notwithstanding, retain in her favour 
and seryice so upright a minister, if the fact 
had not been, that his services were just as 
indispensable to her government as those of a 
cook or postilion were to her personal accom- 
‘modation. She had the sense to be convinced, 
and the prudence to act on her conviction, that 
no other man in her dominions could so happily 
direct her affairs through. the extreme dangers 
of that memorable period. ‘Though, therefore, 
she would sometimes treat him with the mean- 
est injustice, contriving to throw on him the 
odium of any dishonourable or unpopular action 
of her own; and would occasionally make him 
the object, like the rest of her ministers, of her 
abusive petulance, addressing him with the 
titles of ‘old fool,’ ‘miscreant,’ and ‘coward,’ 
yet she made him always her most confidential 
counsellor, zealously defended him against his 
enemies, refused his: urgent solicitation, when 
advanced far in life, to ‘be allowed to retire from 
his office, and anxiously visited. his; sick room 
in the concluding period of his. life, and not 
remote from the close of her own.”—Vol. J, 

“The boasted reign of Elizabeth was, a 
‘period of great barbarism, as far as related to 
the royal and episcopal notions of the rights of 
conscience, and of great cruelty in the practical 
administration of the religious department. Ce- 
cil remonstrated in a spirited manner against 


the proceedings of the prelates, which he | 


charged with being nearly the same as those of 
he Inquisition; but when he attempted to 
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interpose his official authority in defence of the 
victims of their intolerance, he found they had 
so entirely the approbation of the queen that 
they would set his remonstrances and interpo- 
sition at defiance. She was a bigoted devotee 
to various popish superstitions, was passionately 
fond of gaudy and childish ceremonials in the 
ecclesiastical institutions, was the bitter enemy 
of every thing like real liberty of religious 
opinion, and, in short, was altogether unworthy 
of being where circumstances had placed her, 
at the head of the protestant cause.”— Vol. I. 
p. 245. 


The representation of what many 
fashionable church-goers desire, and 
what they do not desire from the cler- 
geyman of their choice, though made a 
quarter of a century ago, is not obso- 
lete :-— 


“ They do not want to hear theological lec- 
tures of any school. Even the delight of seeing 
methodism exploded.would be bought too dear, 
at the price of listening half an hour to a dis- 
cussion of ‘the doctrine of justification, What 
they want is, to steal from the institutions of 
religion ‘an apology for thinking very little 
about religion itself; what they attend to must 
be constituted religion, and must constitute 
them sufficiently religious, in virtue of its 
being attended to in a consecrated place, under 
the presiding wisdom and devotion of a conse+ 
crated man, and amidst the paraphernalia of 
piety ; and the performance, being dhus secured 
to-be of a perfectly religious quality, may be 
allowed to avoid all statement of doctrines 
purely religious, and the more carefully it does 
so the more agreeable. It would certainly, as 
we remember a fashionable ecclesiastic perti- 
nently remarking, be somewhat of a ‘ bore’ to 
insist on such things, while there are so many 
pleasant matters of taste and sentiment at the” 
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preacher’s choice.”— Vol. I. p. 324, 


The perusal of thése volumes has aug= 


mented our conviction of the importance —— 


of periodical literature, and strengthened 
our wish that dissenters were duly sen- 


sible of thé value of that monthly journal =~ 


in which these disquisitions originally 
appeared. . We were not aware before, 
that we were personally under so much 
obligation ‘to Mr. Foster as it seems we 
were, for assisting, twenty or thirty 
years ago, in the formation of our opi- 
nions, and. neadine: for us so many 
nourishing and delightful repasts. We 
know not any more improving exercise 
to an intelligent young man than two or 
three attentive perusals of these volumes 
2x 
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would supply. Nothing would tend 
more to place him on a level with his 
seniors, furnishing him with ‘matured 
sentiments respecting the most import- 
ant events that occurred in the earlier 


were then brought under discussion, and 
the persons by whom public attention 
was chiefly occupied. When we say 


that there are articles on Blair, Beattie, | 


Paley, Chatterton, Coleridge, Cumber- 
land, Grattan, Curran, Fuller, Ryland, 
Fawcett, Whitfield, Chalmers, Selden, 
Cardinal Wolsey, Jeremy Taylor, David 
Hume, Lord Kames, Sydney Smith, 
Horne Tooke, and Charles James Fox, 
with incidental notices of other states- 
men, theologians, and influential writers, 
we do but indicate the extensive range 
that is taken in the department of bio- 
graphy; but this will of itself suffice 
to show that the subjects which come 
under review must be very diversified 
and deeply interesting. 


The “Lectures” were delivered at 
Broadmead in 1822, and the three fol- 
lowing years ; a time when Mr. Foster's 
powers were perhaps in their greatest 
state of efficiency. The audience con- 
sisted of persons belonging to various 
religious communities in Bristol who 
appreciated highly Mr. Foster’s writings, 
and the discourses were of an unusually 
elaborate character. The leading ideas 
of each were committed to paper, with 
occasional hints for amplification, filling 
generally twelve or fourteen pages. The 
original manuscripts, collated with notes 
taken_by several auditors, have enabled 
the editorto commit this volume to the 
press, in a state that affords the most 
satisfactory evidence of his fidelity and 
skill. ‘ Nothing in the shape of altera- 
tion or correction has been attempted ;” 
the editor having judiciously confined 
himself to less responsible services, and 
preferred occasional breaks and abrupt- 
nesses to interpolations. The composi- 
tion is however sufficiently finished to 
allow the lectures to be read aloud with 
pleasure ; being presented to the eye-in 
a state far more attractive than the mere 
Notes of Sermons by Mr, Foster that 
have appeared in our own pages. It 
would afford us pleasure to justify our 
high opinion of the work by copious ex- 
tracts; but we must give only a few 
specimens. In an excellent discourse 
on the tage of giving and receiving 
reproof, Mr. Foster says, Pe 
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“ Men should be aware, that it is an unfa- 
yourable symptom of the state of the mind, 
when there is an excessive and irritable delicacy 
as to hearing things which are the contrary of 
Is it a wise self-love that would thus 
draw a protective and inviolable line round 
every thing that is ours; round all the defects 
and faults we may have, which are our closest 
and most mischievous enemies? As if a garri- 
son should make a point of most sacredly pro- 
tecting the very traitors it knows or suspects it 
has within, because they belong to their town! 

“The right disposition of mind is, that 
which desires earnestly ‘rue TRUTH !’—‘ THE 
TRUTH!’ in whatever manner it may come to 
us. Not that the manner of its being conveyed 
is quite indifferent; far from it; but ‘THE 
TRUTH, howsoever it come, has its own in- 
trinsic eternal value. And what a fool I am, if 
I will not take it, and apply it to its use, just 
because the manner of its coming to me has 
not pleased me! Even from an avowed enemy, 
as it has often been said, we ought to be willing 
to learn; but surely then, when it is from a 
friend, a Christian friend !”—p. 57. 


The following striking remarks occur, 
among many others, in the lecture on 
combining watchfulness and prayer :— 


«“ ¢That ye enter not into temptation.’ The 
words seem to say very pointedly; Beware of 
the beginning! of the beginning! for it is in 
fatal connexion with the next ensuing, and yet 
conceals what is behind. And since temptation 
is sure to be early with its beginnings, so too 
should watching and praying; early in life; 
early in the day; early in every undertaking! 
What haste the man must make that will be 
beforehand with temptation !”—p. 66. 


A discourse on the comprehensive- 
ness of the divine law concludes thus: 


“ Again, if such be the law, how impossible 
is human salvation by it! “Let man be brought 
before it in judgment,—under the condition, 
‘cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the 
law, to do them,’ He must not shrink from 
this view, who is really in earnest to be saved. 
And one most just, and what should be natural 
consequence will be,—a perfect horror of taking 
any ground at all like this for acceptance before 
God, We need not fear to assert, that, with 
such a view of the law, and man being such as 


he is, it would have been very difficult to be- 
lieve even a revelation of divine mercy, which © 


should profess to take effect on, the ground of 


the law or not on any other ground. A strong” 


doubt and question would have arisen ;—* How 
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ean the holy God (can, morally speaking) so | 
set aside his law? Why did he appoint it! | 


Is it not absolutely just and good? 


general violation of it, defiance of it, by our 
race, and no dreadful and penal consequences 
follow—provided men should be willing to be 
pardoned by him,—and be somewhat sorry for 
their having set his law at nought ?’ 


that if God would extend mercy and salvation 
to so guilty a race, it would much more proba- 
bly be on the ground of some quite different 
economy. And therefore,—a revelation of 
something purporting to be such a quite differ- 
ent economy, would, beforehand, have every 
probability in its favour, as compared with any 
plan which should retain the law as the founda- 
tion. The plan by the law was evidently an 
utterly ruined plan; it could not save one; it 
could only condemn to perish, If men were to 
be saved, and still upon the original economy, 
it was to be independently of the law, and in 
opposition to it. But, independently, and in 
opposition !!—Who would make them inde- 
pendent? Who would bear them harmless in 
that opposition? Ifthe divine goodness in the 
form of mercy would do it, what became of the 
divine goodness in the form of righteousness ? 
Should the rebellious creatures utterly violate 
and demolish the economy of justice, and come 
triumphant out of its ruins, as having forced 
the supreme Governor to the bare expedient of 
mercy ? 

“ All this gives, beforehand, a high and ra- 
tional probability to the new economy, consti- 
tuted in the Mediator; acceptance, justification, 
salvation, — solely and entirely through the 
work and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The be- 
lieving, grateful accepters of this economy will 
see the more of its inestimable value, the more 
they apprehend of the ‘exceeding breadth’ of 
the divine law. The rejecters of it may be ex- 
horted to turn their solemn attention on that 
law—to study it long—and see whether they 
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comport with holiness to suffer a vast and | 
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dare finally venture to stand on that ground,” 
—pp. 234—236, 


A minister who has too much mental 
independence to deliver the sermon of 
another man, may yet derive great ad- 
vantage from this volume in preparing 
for the pulpit. The reading of a few 


| pages will conduce to a prolific state of 


: | mind, suggest topics for discourse, and 
«“ Therefore, the rational theory would be,— | aie i : 


lead to trains of thought which other- 
wise might not have occurred to him. 
To all our friends we cordially recom- 
mend these lectures: they will afford 
the greatest gratification to those who 
are the most intellectual in their habits 
and tastes; but others will derive from 
them both pleasure and profit, if they 
will read them slowly, and meditate as 
they proceed. They deserve deliberate 
and repeated perusal. The subjects, 
not already mentioned, are, the new 
year—the supreme attachment due to 
spiritual objects—the self-discipline suit- 
able to certain mental states—character- 
istics of vain thoughts—correctives of 
vain thoughts—spiritual freedom pro- 
duced by knowledge of the truth— 
formality and remissness in prayer— 
the season of spring and its moral ana- 
logies—the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah — sober-mindedness — false 
grounds of superiority in holiness—fal- 
lacies operating against earnestness in 
religion—earnestness in religion enforced 
—the uses and perversions of conscience 
—the autumn and its moral analogies— 
Elijah’s sacrifice and the priests of Baal 
—the winter and its moral analogies— 
the end of the year—negro slavery— 
the necessity and right method of self- 
examination—Christ, though invisible, 
the object of devout affection—Noah 
and the deluge—our ignorance of our 
future mode of existence—tlie Chris- 
tian doctrine of the perfectibility of 
man. 
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The Biblical Cabinet ; or Hermeneutical, Exe- 
_ getical, and Philological Library, New Se- 
ries. Vol. J. HenestenBero’s ComMMEN- 
TARY ON THE Psaums. Edinburgh: 8vo. 
pp. 272, Price 7s, 6d. ‘ 


difference that we perceive between this and the 


The difference of size and price is the only | 


former series of the Biblical Cabinet, This 
octavo volume contains the first part of a trans- 
lation, by the Rev. P. Fairbairn, of a comment- 
ary on the Psalms by Professor Hengstenber; 

of Berlin, one of the learned few who, wit 

with Neander and Tholuck, are endeavouring 
to purify the churches and universities of Ger- 
many. It will be a voluminous work; and it 
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is not possible to say exactly to what extent it 
will reach, the original not being yet finished. 
Being critical and controversial, it is well 
adapted to the community for which the learned 
author writes; as German erudition is here 
employed to vindicate evangelical doctrine 
against German heterodoxy, The objections 
and misrepresentations which it is designed to 
remove are, however, not very prevalent at pre- 
sent in this country, and we should not recom- 
mend it to the mass of readers. Theologians 
should acquaint themselves with such errors 
and with the best ways of meeting them; and 
by the higher class of biblical students in Eng- 
land and Scotland, the book will be valued. 
The interpretations of such a man as Hengsten- 
berg are always deserving of the consideration 
of scholars who are competent to weigh the 
evidence for and against them, ‘This portion 
of the commentary ends with the eleventh verse 
of the seventeenth Psalm. 


Ward’s Standard Divinity, and Library of | 


Theology, Church History, and Biblical Lite- 
rature, Without Abridgment. _New Series. 
No. I. Poxuiny’s Works. London: Me- 
dium octavo, double columns, pp. 359. Price 
8s. 6d. 


This also is the first number of a new series. 
Of the former series we have often penned high 
commendations, never finding it’ necessary to 
advert to any thing worse than the frailty of 
the stitching and the flimsiness of the covers. 
These, we regret to see, are faithfully preserved. 
There is now given, however, a list of a “ Com- 
mittee of Consultation,” in which academical 
distinctions glitter so profusely, that we are 
almost tempted to use a word which we have 
long since resigned in favour of the shopwin- 
dows of the metropolis, where it appears in all 
sorts of combinations, and say that the list is 
“splendid.” Our humble desire is, that the 
new series may be equal to the last. Of what 
use the republication of many of the pages be- 
fore us can be, we confess our incompetence 
to imagine. For example, having said that 
“ Original sin consists in two things, 1. In 
that Adam’s sin is imputatively ours, 2, 
In that we have an inordination and inhe- 
rent pravity derived upon us from him,” Mr, 
Polhill among other argumentation adduces 
this:— “Our Saviour Christ instituted bap- 
tism, and that for infants; but if there be no 
original pollntion in them, what need a washing 
ordinance for them? ‘The washing cf their 
bodies, whose pure, innocent, undefiled souls 
are incapable of spiritual washing, is but a 
shadow without substance, a sacrament without 
internal grace, a thing too insignificant for 
Christ the wisdom of God to institute.” ».., . 
“Take away the doctrine of original sin, and 
the baptism of infants seems to be a very ridicu- 
lous thing. ‘To avoid this absurdity, the Pela- 
gians asserted, that the baptism of infants was 
necessary, not because there was any original 
sin in them, but that they might be capable of 
the kingdom of heaven. But I answer, Where 
there is no defect, there is all due perfection. 
If infants are pure and free from all sin, then 
have they all the righteousness and rectitude 
which ought. to be in them; and if they have 
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so, they are, without baptism, capable of 
heaven; or if they were not, the baptismal 
washing, which imports pollution, seems to be 
a ceremony very unfit and incongruous to be 
applied to them who are without spot, or to 
render them apt for heaven,” p. 58.—How fond 
of a joke the publisher must be, to get thirteen 
dissenting doctors of divinity to stand sponsors 
for such stuff as this! If it were in a church 
of England publication it would be called Pu- 
seyism. Take another specimen from a different 
part of the book.—‘“ In baptism we are listed 
and enrolled into Christ’s militia, and so go not 
to war at our own charge; but the great Cap- 
tain of salvation is with us, and strengthens us 
against temptation. About the year of our 
Lord 433, the Burgundians were grievously 
afflicted by the Huns, and finding no relief 
among mortals, they applied themselves to the 
gods; and there being a great crowd of Nu- 
mens, at last they pitched on the God of the 
Christians, as most potent and present in perils, 
and were baptized, giving themselves up to 
Christ. After their baptism they went to fight 
with the Huns, and with a few overcome many 
thousands of them; and I suppose they fought 
as well, and were as good soldiers against in- 
ward temptations as against outward enemies ; 
for the story saith, ‘4b eo tempore ardenti 
amore flagrabant in conservando Christianismo,’ 
from that time they burned with ardent love to 
Christianity. Thus they had a double signal 
proof of their baptism, in the strength and di- 
vine assistance afforded them against outward 
and inward enemies,” p. 301. 


Walks about the City and Environs of Jerusa- 
lem. By W.H. Barroettr. London: 8vo. 
pp. 280. Price 10s. 6d, half bound. 


Mr. Bartlett'is advantageously known to the 
British public, by his delineations of scenes in’ 
Canada, Ireland, and several other countries. 
The present work is the result of a visit to Je- 
rusalem in the summer of 1842. The views of 
this interesting locality which have been pre- 
viously furnished, he represents as of small 
value for the purpose of historical and typogra- - 
phical illustration ; but he speaks highly of the 
researches of Dr. Robinson, and acknowledges 
the assistance afforded by his suggestions. 
Having examined many of the most invitin 
remains of antiquity, and explored the adjacen 
country, Mr, Bartlett has given, in a pleasing 
and instructive manner, his remarks respecting 
what is now to be seen, and his conjectures” 
respecting the former aspect of Jerusalem and 
its vicinity. A great number of admirably 
executed wood engravings, from drawings taken 
on the spot, some intermingled with the letter- 
press, and some on separate leaves, illustrate the 
text and add much to its utility, The volume 
will be equally acceptable to a minister for his 
study and to a lady for her drawing-room, 


A Visit to my Father-land, being Notes of a 
Journey to Syria and Palestine in 1843, By 
Rintey H. Herscnetn, Author of a Brief 
Shetch of the Jews, &c. &c. London : 24mo. 
pp. 258._--Price 28,605 4 gas 2 ba fa 
Mr. Herschell has recorded the observations 
he made during his-tour with great simplicity, 
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good sense, and Christian feeling. He has just 
views of the inexpediency of the measures 
recently adopted for the establishment of a 
bishoprick in Jerusalem, and the absurdity of 
pompous assimilation to the Romish and Greek 
churches on the part of those who seek to win 
the Jews to the gospel of Christ. It may not 
be known to all our readers, that the author, 
who is of the Hebrew race, is pastor of a Chris- 
tian church in the metropolis. He is, we be- 
lieve, one whom Paul would recognize as “a 
Jew,”—entitled to appropriate the promises 
made to the Jews,—whose circumcision is that 
of the heart; one who has come unto Mount 
Zion, and unto the city of the living God, of 
whom we sing, 
** Among his saints he ever dwells, 
His church is his Jerusalem ;” 

and though, in our judgment, he does not uni- 
formly interpret old testament prophecies ‘in 


accordance with these principles, or with his | 


own excellent remarks, in page 162 for example, 
yet we can with pleasure recommend this small 
volume as pleasant and profitable reading. It 
closes with some judicious suggestions respect- 
ing the best manner in which efforts can be 
made for the conversion of his “kinsmen ac- 
cording to the flesh.” 


A Survey of the Holy Land; its Geography, 
History, and Destiny. - Designed to elucidate 
the imagery of Scripture and demonstrate the 
fulfilment of Prophecy. By J.T. BANISTER, 
Author of “ Chart of the Holy Land,” “ Inci- 
dents of Jewish History,” &c., &c. With an 
Introduction by the Rev. W. Marsu, D.D., 

Vicar of St. Mary’s, Leamington. Embel- 
lished with Maps and Engravings, Bath: 
12mo. pp. 575. Price 10s. 6d. 


The principal design of this handsome volume 
appears to be to recommend certain views of 
unfulfilled prophecy to which the compiler and 
the writer of the introduction are attached. 
These are congenial with the system that re- 
cognizes national movements and national dis- 
tiuctions in the kingdom of Christ, but not, in 
our apprehension, with principles laid down in 
the inspired epistles. The geographical inform- 
ation is derived chiefly from the works of well- 
known travellers and from other compilations. 


The Lascar’s Cry to Britain. An Appeal to 
British Christians on behalf of the Asiatic 
Sailors who resort to the Ports of London, 
Liverpool, §c., more particularly addressed to 
the Directors of the Missionary Societies. By 
the Rev. James Praes, late Missionary at 
Cuttack, Orissa, London: 8vo. pp. 44. 


There is great joy in England over a Hindoo 
that repenteth; provided his repentance takes 
place within the tropics. There is great con- 

. cern among British Christians for the salvation 
of the Chinese; so long as they continue in 
their own country. The gospel is to be preached 
to every creature, if he does not come among its 
possessors, but waits on the other side of the 
globe till he is visited. ‘Truly, if a benevolent 
traveller from a distant world were permitted to 

spend a short time among us in order to learn 
our ways, he would report on his return that 
we are a strange people; especially, he might 
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say, those who are accounted “the children of 
light.” If any one doubts this, let him read 
the pamphlet. 


The Illustrated Oxford Bible. London: Brain 
and Payne. 4to. Parts IL.—IV. 


With twenty-four pages of the common ver- 
sion of the English bible, each fortnightly part 
is to contain two engravings, some of which 
will be from the designs of the celebrated Old 
Masters, and some from the works of modern 
artists. Our often repeated opinion of the ten- 
dency of the admired Romish historical paint- 
ings is. well known to our readers; we need 
only say on this oceasion that the skill of the 
engraver is unquestionable. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


Sacred Meditations; or, an Exegetical, Critical, 
and Doctrinal Commentary on the Gospel of St. 
John. By CuHaArurs Curistian TitrMan, D.D., 
Consistorial Counsellor to the King of Saxony, Su- 
perintendent of the churches of Dresden, &c. With 
additional notes from the commentaries of Tholuck, 
Lucke, Kuinéel, and Storr. Translated from the 
Latin, by James Youne. Vol. Il. Edinburgh: 
Clark. 12mo. pp. 396. s z 


A Tract for the Times. A Caveat against the Pu- 
seyism of Mr. Wesley’s Treatise on Baptism. By 
Joun Craps. London: 12mo, pp. 12. Price 1d. 


An Affectionate Appeal to our Young Men, on 
their Mental and Moral Improvement. By A 
Friend, [B. Evans] Scarborough. London: 18mo. 
pp. 12. Price 2d. 

The Useful Christian. A Memoir of Tuomas 
CRANFIELD, for about fifty years a devoted Sunday 
School Teacher. London: [Tract Society] 18mo. pp. 
228. 

Thoughts among Flowers. London: [Zract So- 
ciety] 32mo. pp. 148. Price 1s. 

Sights in-Summer. London: [Tract Society] 16mo. 
Price 1s. 

‘A Botanical Ladder for the Young. Londow: 
[Tract Society] 18mo. pp. 176. = 

Popular Romanism Examined. London: CTract 
Society] 32mo. pp. 216. 

oe — 

Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature. By Joun 
Kirro, Editor of “The Pictorial Bible,” &c., &e. 
Assisted by various able Scholars and Divines. Part _ 
13. Edinburgh: 8vo. Price 2s. 6d. 


The Eclectic Review. June, 1844. London : 
Price 2s. 6d. 


Payne’s Universum: or, Pictorial World. Being 
a Collection of Engravings of Views in all Countries, 
Portraits of Great Men, and Specimens of Works of 
Art, of all Ages and of every Character. Parts 6 
and 6. London: 8vo. Price 1s. each. 


‘The Pictorial Sunday Book. Part VI. London: 
8ve. Price ls, 6d. 7 
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NEW ASSOCIATIONS. 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


Services were held, May 21st, at St. An- 
drew’s Street Chapel, Cambridge, in connexion 
with the formation of an Association of par- 
ticular baptist churches in~ the county of 
Cambridge and the immediate neighbourhood. 
A considerable number of the churches, in- 
cluding those of a small association which 
had existed chiefly for home missionary pur- 
poses, agreed to unite, to which it is expected 
others will be added. The object of the 
association is—to promote the spiritual pros- 
perity of ministers and churches, by means of 
friendly intercourse and mutual assistance; to 
consider questions relating to the rights and 
privileges of dissenters generally ; to procure 
more accurate statistical information respect- 
ing the state and progress of the associated 
churches; and to extend more effective aid to 
missionary operations, 

Sermons were preached on the occasion in 
the morning and evening, by the Rev. J. 
Hobson of Barton Mills and the Rey. D. 
Rees of Isleham, and a meeting for confer- 
ence and business was held in the afternoon, 

It is proposed to hold a meeting of the 
association annually during the month of 
May. Mr. Elijah Johnson of Cambridge was 
appointed treasurer, and the Rey. Robert 
Roff secretary of the association. 


WEST KENT AND SUSSEX, 


From this association a secession has lately 


taken place. A new association has been 
formed by the seceding churches; of which 
Mr, Pope of Meopham near Gravesend is 
secretary, who requests the insertion of the 
following particulars, 


“ Differences of opinion having existed for 
some years past among the churches of the 
West Kent and Sussex Baptist Association 
as to their sentiments and discipline, several 
of them came to a resolution to separate and 
form a new one. Accordingly, messengers 
deputed by seven of those churches met on 
Tuesday the 11th and Wednesday the 12th 
of this month, at Tunbridge Wells, and, with 
three other churches not before associated, 
formed themselves into a new association, to 
be called the Kent and Sussex Association of 
Baptist Churches holding Particular Redemp- 
tion and practising Strict Communion. 
ak The meetings were well attended, and a 
spirit of harmony and brotherly love seemed 


to pervade them during the services. The 
kindest feelings were expressed towards those 
brethren and churches from whom they had 
felt it their duty to differ and separate. 

“The churches thus forming the Union 
were Borough Green, Bexley Heath, Dover 
Pentside, Hadlow, Maidstone Second Church, 
Meopham, and Tunbridge Wells in Kent, 
and Brighton, Rye, and Wivelsfield in Sus- 
BeX. 

“The doctrinal statement and rules of the 
old association were adopted, with one or two 
additions: one was, ‘That no church should 
be received into this association which does 
not firmly hold the doctrines contained in our 
Circular Letter, and practise strict or primi- 
tive communion. And should any church in 
the association depart from those doctrines 
and terms of communion, it shall cease from 
that time to form a part of this association.’ 

“ Also it was unanimously resolved, ‘ That 
this association feels as deeply as heretofore 
the importance and necessity of exerting our- 
selves In promoting missionary labours, and 
shall feel a pleasure in receiving deputations 
from the Baptist Missionary Society, at con- 
venient seasons, to assist in carrying on these 
benevolent designs.’ 

“The next annual meeting of this associa- 
tion will be held at Rye in Sussex, on the 
second Tuesday and Wednesday in June, 
1845.” 

At the meeting of the original West Kent 
and Sussex Association, which was held at 
Maidstone, June 12th, the ministers and mes- 
sengers present directed the Secretary, Mr. 
Dobney, to forward the following extract 
from their minutes,.with a request that it 
might appear on our pages :— 

“Letters having been received from seyen 
churches, announcing their withdrawment 
from the association,and nearly all of them 
alleging as the ground of their secession— 
‘The departure of several of the associated 
churches from the faith, and the common 
neglect of scriptural discipline,—the assem- 
bled pastors and messengers have felt it a 
solemn duty to give their best attention to a 
subject so imperatively demanding their seri- 
ous cotiel denen ; 

“We are unwilling to believe that the se. 
ceding churches would, lightly become the 


accusers of the brethren, or would prefer so. 


grave a charge without the best evidence of 
so melancholy a fact: yet we cannot with- 


hold the expression of our conviction, that — 
they have allowed themselves to be betrayed. 


. ee 
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into the utterance of statements which are 
without foundation. 

“We unanimously agree, that we feel 
more deeply than ever the unspeakable im- 
portance of those blessed truths which con- 
stitute the gospel of the grace of God: and 
though, doubtless, it is not expedient for us 
to glory, yet we will venture to affirm that 
we yield to none in our heart-felt attachment 
to evangelical truth, and our desire to have 


the gospel preached in all the world, and to | 


every creature, in all its fulness, freeness, 


adaptation, and beautiful simplicity. God | 
forbid that we should glory save in the cross | 


of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“ As to the discipline of our churches, we 
eamestly profess that our sole anxiety is, in 
every respect, to be conformed to the will of 
Christ. Far be it from any of us knowingly 
to receive or retain a single member that does 
not give scriptural evidence of belonging to 
the household of faith. But if they are the 
circumcision who worship God in the Spirit, 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh ; if to be new creatures in Christ 
Jesus, believing on him that they may be 
justified by faith and not by works of law ; 
and if to be practically conformed to his will 
—he the New Testament characteristics of 
the true members of Christ’s church—then 
do we distinctly profess, that it is the object 
of our earnest solicitude to have such, and 
none but such, as members of the churches 
with which we stand connected. 

“ We fully recognize, indeed, that a differ- 
ence of opinion on the subject of communion 
exists among the churches of the association; 
but we are happy to consider this no barrier 
to brotherly co-operation; charity (or love), 
and not uniformity of sentiment on all points, 
being, according to the apostle, the uniting 
and perfect bond. 

“We cannot, therefore, but deplore that 
our brethren, by their serious charge against 
us of departing from the faith, impose upon 
us the painful duty of meeting their state- 
ment by an unqualified denial of its truth. 
We are happy, however, to acquit them of 
consciously misrepresenting us, while we ex- 
press our regret that upon insufficient grounds, 
and under the influence of unworthy suspi- 
cions (which too many persons are eager to 
instil and to promote), and without any com- 
munication whatever with those whom they 
injuriously surmise to have departed from the 
truth, they should have pursued the course 
which necessitates this notice. . 

"© We earnestly wish, however, that the 
blessing of the Most High may rest upon 
them; that they may be preserved from all 


evil, and guided into all that is good ; and | 
that, finally, they may meet with us before | 


the throne of God, to praise the exceeding 
riches of his grace, and to serve him in love 
and holiness through the ages of eternity.” 


» 
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NEW CHAPELS, 
PRESTEIGN, RADNORSHIRE. 


The members and friends of the baptist 
denomination at Presteign have for many 
years assembled for divine worship in a room, 
which they have for a considerable time 
found much too small, and exceedingly in- 
commodious, ‘They have long been anxious 
to procure a site for erecting a chapel, and 
land having lately been purchased in an 
eligible situation, on Monday evening the 
17th of June, a numerous and respectable 
company assembled on the spot; a hymn was 
sung; the Rey. D. Evans of Presteign read a 
suitable portion of scripture and prayed ; 
again a hymn was sung; and the Rev. S, 
Blackmore of Kington delivered a very ap- 
propriate address, which was listened to with 
profound attention; the foundation-stone was 
then laid by the abovenamed ministers and 
Mr. Jones, manager of the Radnorshire 
Bank. The land, and the building which has 
been contracted for, amount to £410. Already 
£150 has been subscribed in the town and 
neighbourhood, and it is earnestly hoped the 
Christian public will afford their kind assist- 
ance to defray the expense of the edifice. 


CWMBYCHAN. 


On the 2nd and 3rd of May last, was 
opened a new baptist chapel at Cwmbychan, 
near Aberavon, Glamorganshire. The fol- 
lowing ministers prayed, namely, G. Jones, 
Llanelli; D. Thomas, Aberavon; D. Davies, 
Clydoch; and T. Jones, Neath. The follow- 
ing ministers preached, J. James, Bridgend 
(in English); J. Jones, Merthyr; G. Jones; 
T. Hopkins, Llwyni; T. Davies, Caersalem; 
R. Pritchard, Llwynhendy; J. Jones; B. 
Williams, Merthyr; T. Morris, Newport ; 
J. Thomas, Tongwynlais; T. Morris. At 
Aberavon, the previous evening, J. James 
prayed, and brethren R. Pritchard and D. 
Jones of Cowbridge preached. 


VERNON CHAPEL, BAGNIGGE WELLS ROAD, 
PENTONVILLE, 


Wednesday, May 15th, 1844, this spacious 
chapel was opened for the church and con=— 
gregation under the pastoral charge of the 
Rev. Owen Clarke, formerly meeting in Elim 
Chapel, Fetter Lane, An early prayer meet- 
ing was held at seven o’clock, when the di- 
“vine blessing was implored on the services of _ 
the day. Three excellent sermons were 
preached, by Dr. Cox, the Rev. C. Stovel of 
Prescott Street, and the Rev. Dr. Leifchild. 
Prayer was offered during the different ser- 
vices by Dr. Murch, and Messrs, J. Smith, 
J. C. Miller, — Gittens, J. Cox, and Owen 
Clarke. The congregations were highly en- 
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couraging; while the affectionate cordiality of 
the ministers and other friends present exhi- 
bited a delightful illustration of that unity of 
the spirit which is the bond of perfectness. 

The chapel has been erected under the 
direction of J. Harrison, Esq., architect. Its 
elevation is chaste and elegant; it has a noble 
school-room under the floor of the chapel, 
and two commodious vestries at the rear of 
the building. 
without galleries. The entire cost of the 
whole will be about £2100, of which about 
£700 has been already provided: about £60 
was obtained in the course of the day. It is 
designed to vest the whole in trust for the 
benefit of the church and congregation. 

The situation of the chapel is important, 
as it fronts the high road, and is distinctly 
seen from seven or eight different roads or 
streets, and is in the centre of a new and 
most populous neighbourhood. 

For nearly three months divine worship 
has been held in the spacious school-room, 
during which period the congregations have 
steadily increased, and about one hundred 
and fifty children have already been entered 
in the Sunday sghool. The neighbourhood 
presents a spheré of usefulness of the most 
important character, and Mr. Clarke and the 
affectionate and attached friends by whom he 
is surrounded, appear disposed to exert them- 
selves to the utmost for its moral and spiritual 
cultivation. 

On the following Lord’s day, May 19, the 
pulpit was occupied m the morning by the 
Rev. J. H. Hinton of Devonshire Square; 
in the afternoon, by the Rev. John Black- 
burn of Claremont Chapel, who, as the nearest 
independent minister, kindly expressed the 
affectionate regards of his brethren towards 
this cause ; and, in the evening, by the Rev. 
Owen Clarke. The congregations were ex- 
ceedingly good, and in the evening the chapel. 
was well fitted, 

The church for whose use Vernon Chapel 
is erected is one of the oldest in the baptist 
denomination in London. Its very early 
history is somewhat obscure, In 1748, when 
under the pastoral care of the Rey. Wm. 
Collins, the church occupied the meeting- 
house in Boar’s Head Yard, Petticoat Lane, 
which had been used by the baptist denomi- 
nation in the early part of the reign of Charles 
Il, Mr. Collins was succeeded by the Rev. 
Thomas Dayis, during whose ministry the 
cburch was endowed by the late Mr. John 
Dorset. Mr. Davis was succeeded by the 
Rey. John Allen, author of the Spiritual 
Magazine, upon whose resignation the church 
invited the Rev. Christopher Hall, brother 
of the Rey. Robert. Hall of Arnsby, author 
of the Help to Zion’s Travellers, and the 
uncle of the late Rev. Robert Hall of Bristol. 
Mr, Hall became pastor Oct. 3, 1769, and 
filled that office until his death, Aug, 17, 


It will seat about 520 persons, | 
March 22, 1835, it was resolved to invite the 
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1786. During Mr. Hall’s ministry, the church 
changed its place of meeting several times, 
and at his decease it assembled in Hope 
Street, Spitalfields. 

After Mr. Hall’s death, the church re- 
moved its place of meeting several times, 
until it assembled in Trinity Hall, Aldersgate 
Street. Mr. Hall was succeeded by Messrs. 
Hazey, Stewart, and others, until the church 
became very much reduced in numbers. 


Rev. James Elvey of Elim Chapel, Fetter 
Lane, to become their pastor. This invitation 
was accepted, and the church over which Mr. 
Elvey had presided, and which had formerly 
been under the care of the excellent Abraham 
Austin, dissolved their church state. Many 
of the persons formerly members with Mr. 
Elvey in Elim Chapel, applied to be admitted 
to membership with this church, now under 
the care of their former pastor; and, having 
been received into fellowship, the church re- 


| moved its place of meeting to Elim Chapel, 


Fetter Lane. The members, although in- 
creased by these additions, afterwards greatly 
diminished, and, on Mr. Elvey’s death, in 
February, 1842, its state was very discour- 
aging. The Rev. Thomas Mountford suc- 
ceeded Mr. Elvey, and preached for a 
few months; but differences arising, Mr. 
Mountford resigned. The Rev. Owen Clarke, 
formerly a member of the church under the 
charge of Mr. Austin, was invited to the 
pastoral office, and preached his first sermons 
as pastor, Sept. 11, 1842. Soon after his 
settlement, the proprietors of Elim Chapel, 
having submitted it for sale by auction, the 
church, from the price demanded, the extent 
of the repairs required, the state of the burial 
ground, and other circumstances, felt that it 
was essentially necessary to remove from 
Elim Chapel, and to erect this new place of 
worship. In this work there has been the 
most cordial unanimity between the members 
and the pastor, and the tokens of the divine 
guidance and blessing have been of the most 
cheering and propitious character. 


ORDINATIONS. 


LONGTOWN, HEREFORDSHIRE, 


preached to the church and congregation in 
the‘ evening. «sw dy inte aaitie Yi i 
rs Memos 
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SHIPSTON ON STOUR. 


The Rev. Joseph Acock, late of Naunton 
and Guiting, Gloucestershire, has accepted an 
invitation to become the pastor of the baptist 
church at Shipston on Stour, and has entered 
upon his labours in that town. 

On the 27th of May, the friends at Naun- 
ton and Guiting, to the number of four or 
five hundred, assembled at a tea meeting for 
the purpose of presenting their late pastor 
with a token of their esteem and gratitude. 
J. Wood, Esq., of Totteridge, having taken 
the chair, the meeting was opened by singing 
and prayer, after which Mr. Comely, in the 
name of the church and congregations, pre- 
sented Mr. Acock with Horne’s Introduction 
to the Study of the Scriptures, and a purse of 
more than twenty sovereigns. Mr. Acock 
acknowledged the present in a suitable ad- 
dress, in the course of which he took a brief 
review of his ministerial labours in connexion 
with the abovementioned congregations, dur- 
ing a period of more than twenty years. 
The meeting was addressed subsequently by 
Messrs. Hobbs, Dunn, Ricketts, and Rodway, 
and concluded by prayer. 


FOUNHOPE, HEREFORDSHIRE. 

On the 30th of May, Mr. J. Little was or- 
dained to the pastoral office over the baptist 
church at Founhope. Brother Owens of 
Lianvihangel preached; brother T, Wright 
of Lays Hill asked the usual questions, and 
delivered a solemn and appropriate charge to 
the minister ; brother Hall of Gorsley offered 
up the ordination prayer; and brother Stan- 
ley of Peterchurch addressed the congrega- 
tion. The attendance was good, and the 
prospects of the young minister are very en- 
couraging. 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 


The ordination of Mr. H. Christopherson, 
late of Stepney College, London, as co-pastor 
with the Rev. George Sample, took place in 
New Court Chapel, on Tuesday, June 4th. 
In the morning, the Rev. W. Campbell, M.A., 
of St. James’s Chapel, commenced the service 
by reading the scriptures and prayer; the 
Rev. James Acworth, M.A., president of 
Horton College, Bradford, delivered an intro- 
ductory discourse on the constitution of a 
church, and proposed the usual questions to 
the minister; the Rey. George Sample offered 
the ordination prayer; the Rev. Dr. Raffles 
of Liverpool (in the absence of Dr. Cox, 
' through illness) delivered the charge; and 
the Rev. Mr. Jack of North Shields concluded 
with prayer. In the evening, the Rev. Mr. 
Pullar commenced the service by reading the 
scriptures and prayer; the Rey. Dr. Raffles 
preached to the church and congregation ; 
and the Rev. H, Christopherson concluded 
with prayer. 
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‘ROMSEY. 


Mr. Farmer, late of Forest Row, Sussex, 
has recently accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate from the baptist church at Romsey: 
he commenced his stated labours on the 
first sabbath in June. 


PARLEY, HANTS. 


The Rey. Paul Alcock, late pastor of the 
baptist church, Berwick St. John’s, has re- 
ceived and accepted a unanimous call from 
the church of Christ of the same faith and 
order worshipping at Parley, near Christ- 
church, to become their pastor, and has com- 
menced his stated labours there with pros- 
pects of usefulness. 


BOXMOOR, HERTS. 


Mr. Benjamin P. Pratten of the baptist 
college, Bristol, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation from the church and congregation 
at Boxmoor, to the pastoral office lately held 
by the Rev. F. W. Gotch, M.A., philosophi- 
cal tutor of Stepney College. 


ISLINGTON. 


Mr. J. J. Brown of the baptist college, 
Bristol, has accepted an invitation from the 
church assembling at Islington Green, intend- 
ing to enter on his pastoral work on the first 
Lord’s day in July. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MRS. PARSONS. 


Died, on the 14th of February last, aged 
sixty-six, Mrs, Parsons of Laverton, near 
Frome. The deceased was sister to the late 
Rey. John Dyer, secretary to the Baptist 
Missionary Society, She had also the ho- 
nourable privilege of seeing two of her sons 
employed in the missionary cause; one of 
them, Mr. G. B. Parsons, was taken to his 
rest before herself; and the other, Mr. John 
Parsons, still lives to labour. He occupies 
the station at Monghyr, East Indies. The 


death of Mrs, Parsons is a great loss to the — 


small church which has been gathered in the 
village where she resided. She was emi- 
nently a mother in Israel. Intense anxiety _ 
for the salvation of her own family, was 
united with earnest desire and benevolent 
effort for the spiritual welfare of her neigh- 
bours and acquaintance. Many persons now 
settled in different parts of the country are 
also indebted to her for the mental and reli- 
gious discipline of their early years. Her 
counsels and instructions were very useful in 
fitting them for the relations they now sus- 
tain. The constancy and frequency of her 
private devotional exercises sr contri- 
Y¥ 
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buted in a great degree to her usefulness in 
the social circle. It was thence she derived 
encouragement and strength in her various 
essays to do good. The following fragment 
of a letter, the last she attempted to write, 
was addressed, though not sent by the mother 
herself, to her son, Mr. John Parsons. It 
was written only seven days before her de- 
cease, and will show the state of her mind in 
anticipation of the solemn change. 


“ Feb. 7, 1844. 

“© My dear, dear John,—I feel especially 
pleased, and would be very thankful with 
strength and opportunity to commence this 
month’s communication; the former has con- 
siderably declined lately, without any sensible 
cause; therefore I conclude it may be the 
breaking up of nature; in addition to which, 
I am now feeling a slight attack of influenza, 
which has for some weeks been verv prevalent 
in England. -I am in the Lord’s hands, as 
clay in those of the potter, and desire to feel 
cheerfully so. I seem to enjoy much happi- 
ness in the contemplation of all the perfec- 
tions of God, particularly as they are mani- 
fested in the person and work of the Saviour, 
and think I can fearlessly commit the keeping 
of my soul to him; yet, when I consider my- 
self on the brink of eternity, I tremble to 
take the final step, True, I am not yet 
arrived to dear George’s position, when he 
feebly yet firmly uttered, ‘I am not afraid.’ 
Many times have J raised my Ebenezer to 
the Lord, who has helped me, and I do not 
willingly distrust him in this all-important 
matter, but pray for faith to honour him 
with my latest breath.” 


This constitutional fear of death was gra- 
dually removed ; two days before her decease 
she could and did adopt the sentiment of her 
departed son; her language was brief, but 
expressive, “I can say, I am not afraid; ‘O 
death, where is thy sting 2?” Thus died an 
estimable woman. Her life was retired and 
unobtrusive, but it was honourable and use- 
ful; her end was not anticipated by earthly 
friends, but it was ordained by him in whose 
sight the death of his saints is precious, Her 
wish was granted; she did honour him with 
her latest breath, and has, we doubt not, 
realized the sentiment expressed by Cowper, 

“‘ When this poor lisping, st 

ee eer x te gee, BAe hee dic 


Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 
I'll sing his power to save.” 


— 


JAMES JAPLING DOUGLAS. 


_ The deceased was the eldest son of the 
Rev. D. Douglas, Hamsterley, Durham, 
From his birth he was afflicted with dropsy 
in the eye, which rendered him nearly blind. 
From his general bodily debility, and large, 
dark, unmeaning eyes, the impression of 


| attaches, 
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those who saw him was ‘that mental darkness 
had as much shrouded him as his external 
vision had excluded the light of day. It was 
consequently, the inward wish of many of 
these, ill concealed from the eye of his pa- 
rents, that it would be a happy release, both 
to them and him, were the Divine Being 
speedily to remove him to a better world, 
His parents never harboured the same desire, 
nor murmured at the trying dispensation. 
Their uniform feeling was, that he who had 
sent him into the world thus, had an object 
in so doing, and would consequently provide 
for him till that object was completed. 

The fear that had been expressed respect- 
ing his mental faculties was pleasingly dissi- 
pated. His mind gradually unfolded itself, 
and gave early promise that its different 
capabilities were possessed by him in no 
inconsiderable degree. He was particularly 
noted for a very retentive memory, and an 
acute and clear understanding. ‘The result 
was, he soon became acquainted with Dr. 
Watts’s divine and moral songs, as well as 
with the outline of scripture history. Many 
important chapters of the Bible likewise he 
committed to memory. He became also 
pretty well acquainted with English grammar, 
geography, history, and some parts of natural 
philosophy. He could read with tolerable 
facility the treatises and magazine in the em- 
bossed character, both triangular and Roman, 
so ingeniously and kindly invented for the 
benefit of the blind. 

At the age of eleven he suffered an irrepar- 
able loss on the death of his mother. This 
was in the end of March, 1841. From that 
period till the middle of the year 1843, he 
was the chief companion of his father in his 
itinerating journeys in the neighbourhood to , 
preach the gospel of the grace of God. 
Many a mile they travelled together, and by 
his interesting inquiries and remarks, tended 
to beguile the tedium of the journey, and to 


Solace the mind on the recollection of the 
| past endearments of home. ; 


It was therefore with no small reluctance 
that his father made up his mind to send 


| him to the institution for the blind in New- 
| castle on Tyne, in order to complete his edu- 
| cation, and obtain the knowledge of those 


branches of employment which are of ayail 
to those to whom the calamity of blindness 
He deemed it however his dut 

so long as he was with him, to do all for him 
he could, that he might be able to make 


| some provision for himself when he was gone. _ 
| He accordingly placed him in the above in- 


stitution in*the end of July. To this situa- 
tion he never felt himself reconciled. The 
heart of his father was distressed, and he fain 
would have taken him home, but anxiety for 
his future welfare prompted him still to per- 
severe, in the hope that his reluctance might — 
be finally overcome, In the mean time how- — 
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ever he took cold, which insidiously fastened 
on his vitals, and after being at the institution 
for little more than three months in the most 
genial season of the year, his father was 
obliged to remove him to his native air, in 
the hope that he might quit his disorder, and 
again be restored to health. 

During six months the utmost assiduity 
was manifested to alleviate his trouble, if 
nothing more could be done. From the first 
he had little hope of getting better. During 
the long illness of his mother, he had heard 
much stated respecting the nature of con- 
sumptive cases, and soon concluded that his 
trouble was of this description. The result 
was, he appeared fully to make up his mind 
to meet the event in a proper manner. He 
never had been very communicative of his 
religious feelings to his father. To others 
however, at times, he had. At ten years of 
age so distinct were his views of divine truth, 
and so deep his feelings, at a time of revival 
in the church of which his father was pastor, 
that one of the members to whom ke had 
made known his mind stated the matter to 
the church. His parents however, fearing 
that the whole might be mere animal excite- 
ment, hesitated to push the matter, and his 
affectionate mother, who had discovered the 
greatest assiduity in giving him instruction of 
the most important character, becoming ill, 
and all the domestic attention being chiefly 
directed to her, the circumstance was not 
urged at the time as it might and perhaps 
should have been. i 

From that time to his being seized with 
his last illness he was, as might be expected 
in one at his age, vacillating in amount of 
pious emotion. -He had his faults, also, like 
other boys—like other men, even believing 
men—but these were what might have been 
expected from his years and a naturally 
cheerful disposition, When from home, how- 
ever, cheerfulness was not his fault, On the 
contrary, he was reserved, and even at times 
somewhat sullen, owing to his home sickness 
and his unhappiness in his situation, His 
kind friends at Newcastle deplored this, both 
on his own account and his father’s; but still 
they hoped the root of the matter was in 
him. 

It would be a tedious tale to state all the 
ebbs and flows of his youthful mind during 
the last six months of his life. Suffice it to 
say, that his conversation was much beyond 
his years, and, notwithstanding his conviction 
of the issue of his disorder, his mind generally 
. evinced a mixture of the grave and the cheer- 

ful. He frequently said, he was not afraid 
to die, and his conversations with his father 
were, at times, very tender and touching. 
At one time, being in the apartment adjoining 
that in which he lay, his father was much 
melted in hearing him singing that beautiful 
hymn of Newton’s— ; 


~of Jesus.” 
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“ Tn eyil long I took delight.” 


He went over the whole of the hymn to a 
favourite air, and the hope of his father’s 
heart was, that the sentiments of the hymn 
were truly those of his dying boy. Some- 
times when his father lay through the night 
in the same room with him, he heard him in 
his sleep sing some favourite hymn, evincing 
the theme on which his thoughts had chiefly 
dwelt throughout the day. Such was his 
state, with comparatively little variation, till 
within a fortnight of his decease. 

At that time he opened his mind fully to 
his father, and gave him that information 
which led to the humble hope that death 
would be gain to him. “ You do not need,” 
he said, “be troubled about me. I am 
happy; I trust for mercy through the death 
Affecting allusion had been made 
to his joining his mother, brother, and sisters, 
that had gone before. He observed, “ When 
I have gone, the largest portion of the family 
will be in heaven.” It was about this time 
that he addressed one of his remaining sisters 
in most impressive terms, and in melting 
tones of voice, intreating her to be attentive 
to her present and eternal welfare, and to be 
kind and affectionate te her father, His 


father overheard this, and a father alone can, 


guess his feelings. The week before he died, 
he got greatly relieved from some complaints 
that had pressed heavily on him for about a 
week before, and was able to get his clothes 
on and to sit erect in his chair, which, had 
not been the case for five months before. A 
hope was then entertained, that he might at 
least pass the summer with his family, but on 
the last sabbath of his life he became very 
unwell, and this increased till, on the Wednes- 
day morning, at six 0’clock, of the 8th of 
May, aged fourteen, he breathed his spirit 
into the hands of his Maker. 


—o 


MRS. KEAY, 


Elizabeth, the beloved wife of the Rev. 
William Keay of Wellington, Salop, departed 
this life on Thursday, the 16th of May, after 
a long and painful affliction, borne with 
Christian fortitude and true submission. She 


commenced her Christian course in the 19th —— 


year of her age, and during a period of thirty- 


| three years sustained with credit the Christian 


character. Diligent in her attendance upon — 
the means of grace, and unwearied in her 
exertions on behalf of the cause of God, at 
home and abroad, she sought to glorify God, 


In the prospect of death, her spiritual conso- 


lation abounded so much, that she was a ~ 
wonder to herself and to all her friends, 
Her funeral sermon was preached, to an 
overflowing and mourning assembly, by Mr. 
Manoah Kent of Shrewsbury, from Luke ii. 
29, 30, “ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 


— 


y 


_— 
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depart in peace, according to thy word, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 


MRS, CARRE. 


Departed this life, on the 22nd of May, in 
the town of St. Helier’s, in the island of Jer- 
sey, after a long and consuming illness, the 
beloved wife of the Rey. John Carré, pastor 
of the French baptist church, in the 56th 
year of her age. Her life, one of continued 
usefulness ; her affliction, one of sweet re- 
signation and bright example; and her death, 
one of happy delivery and glorious triumph; 
all speak loud to the praise and glory of the 
grace of kim who, on her departure, received 
her to himself. 


MR. RICHARD KNIGHT. 


Died, on the 23rd of May, 1844, at the 
residence of his father, Codnor Park, Derby- 
shire, Mr. Richard Knight, aged twenty-two 
years, late student of Horton College. 

He entered upon his college studies in the 
summer of last year, which during the first 
half session he prosecuted uninterruptedly. 
But shortly after Christmas his health seemed 
gradually to decline, till at length he was 
recommended by his medical attendant to 
take change of air, in the hope that his health 
would soon improve, so as to admit of his 
prosecuting the work to which he was so 
ardently attached. When, however, he had 
spent but few days at home, it was feared 
that he was in consumption; and so it proved. 
He rapidly grew weaker, and his sufferings as 
rapidly increased, But throughout his pro- 
tracted and severe illness, the writer can 
safely say, that he never witnessed a more 
patient endurance of the will of God; or a 
fuller illustration of the statement, that “the 
righteous hath hope in his death.” He re- 
gretted not-that his life was so soon to termi- 
nate, but rather rejoiced “in hope of the 
glory of God.” Once and again he gave ex- 
pression to a wish which seemed to be deeply 
lodged in his heart, that he might soon be 
admitted to his father’s house, and be “at 
home.” Although he would have been happy 
to have preached the gospel to his perishing 
fellow-sinners, he was much happier in the 
anticipation of being with Christ and the 
spirits of just men made perfect. His heart, 
truly, was set upon “things which are above;” 
which “things” he is now in the full enjoy- 
ment of. In the last struggles he was tran- 
quil; his peace flowed as a river. He feared 
not to enter the valley of shadow of death, 
because his God with him. He spoke of 
Christ as the foundation of his hope with. pe- 
culiar emphasis—as if conscious of stand- 
ing upon a solid rock; and in this state of 
delightful confidence he breathed his happy 
spirit unto God. He manifested great anxiety 
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for the welfare of his unconverted relatives} 
he remonstrated with them, and prayed for 
them. And may he “ who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will,” effectually 
work in them by his Holy Spirit ! 


MR, JOSHUA FILER. 


Died, on the 23rd of May, at Brittons, 
near Paulton, Somersetshire, Mr. Joshua 
Filer, in the 27th year of his age. He was a 
young man possessed of unaffected simplicity 
of manners, sound piety, and sterling Chris- 
tian worth. - He had recently been elected to 
the office of deacon in connexion with the 
baptist church at Paulton, which office he 
had begun to use with great acceptance, and 
hopeful promise of future usefulness, He 
was a vigilant and devoted teacher in the 
sabbath school, and the young have lost by 
his removal an anxious instructor and a 
prayerful guide. The high estimation in 
which he was held wherever he was known 
is a convincing evidence of the tendency of 
vital godliness to exalt and dignify the cha- 
racter of man. In life he laboured to be 
useful; in death he was happy, and eternity 
is to him an eternity of bliss, 


MR. JOHN EGGLETON. 


On Tuesday, the 28th of May, Mr. John 
Eggleton of Askett, near Prince’s Risborough, 
was removed from this world to his eternal 
rest, in the 65th year of his age. In the 
early part of his life he attended the church 
of England, and, under the ministry of evan- 
gelical clergymen, received his first abiding 
religious impressions; but soon after began to 
attend the ministry of the late Mr. H. Daw- 
son, then pastor of the baptist church, Prince’s 
Risborough. Under his first convictions of 
sin, he laboured much with the delusive prin- 
ciples of self-righteousness, thinking that he 
ought to do something to recommend himself 
to the favour of God, not knowing that the 
sinner is saved by faith in Christ, and not by 
works. His views were corrected by reading 
Mr. Booth’s Death of Legal Hope, which gave 
him to see that he could not be justified in 
the sight of God by his own righteousness. 
Under the ministry of the word, he was led 
to clearer conceptions of the mercy and grace 
of God, as exercised towards sinners, through 
Christ. Being much encouraged to look to 
Jesus, as the only Saviour, he abandoned his 
former hopes, to build for salvation upon 
that foundation which God has Jaid in Zion; 
and, having given himself to the Lord, he 
was desirous of uniting with his people, ac- 
cording to the will of God, was baptized by 
Mr. Dawson, and joined the baptist church at 


Prince’s Risborough, in the year 1804, In | 
1817, in the pastorate of Mr. Groser, he was — 


~ ee 
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chosen to the office of deacon. Having been 
taught the worth of his own soul, and feeling 
the great importance of divine truth, he de- 
sired to be useful to those who were living in 
a state of rebellion against God, and he com- 
menced preaching on sabbath evenings in 
the neighbouring villages, and frequently en- 
gaged in two different villages on the same 
day. These labours were continued till age 
and infirmities rendered him incapable of 
exertion; and they were not in vain. 

The last eighteen months of his life his 
strength failed rapidly ; but, being naturally 
of a robust constitution, he continued in part 
his labours of love till within about two 
months of his death, and was not confined to 
his room till a fortnight before his departure. 
His last affliction was borne with patience 
and with resignation to the will of God. “I 
desire,” said he, “ to die as a sinner saved by 
grace.” He had no ecstacy of joy; but his 
mind was firmly fixed upon Christ, the rock 
of ages. He enjoyed an inward peace, which 
Satan was not permitted to disturb, and an- 
ticipated that eternal rest which is prepared 
for the servants of God. His mind was en- 
tirely delivered from all fear of death, and, 
feeling the truths he had preached to others 
to be a sufficient foundation to rest upon in 
the prospect of an unseen world, his confi- 
dence in Christ was firm and unmoved to the 
last. 


a 


MRS. ABBOT. 


Died, at Leighton Buzzard, May 28, after 
a protracted illness, aged seventy-five, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Abbot, a worthy member of the 
church under the pastoral care of Mr. Adey. 


MRS, MATHER. 


" Died, June 3, 1844, Mrs, Mather, wife of 
Mr. Francis Mather, of Greenhill Lane, Der- 
byshire, in the thirty-sixth year of her age. 
She was for sixteen years an active and con- 
sistent member of the baptist church at 
Swanwick and Riddings; and her death is 
lamented by her pastor and her fellow-mem- 
bers. She was the fond and affectionate 
daughter of Mr. James Tagg, a deacon of the 
church, and the indulgent and untiring mother 
of seven interesting young children, for whose 
welfare she felt deeply concerned during her 
prolonged and heavy affliction. But the 
grace of God, which was working in her 
-effectually, enabled her at length to resign 
her dear offspring into his keeping; and, re- 
lying simply on the blood of Christ for salva- 
tion and eternal life, her spirit departed with- 
out a struggle. 


MRe ALCOCK. 


Mr. W. S. Alcock, son of the Rev. Paul 
Alcock, Parley, was drowned, in his 24th 
year, March 16th, 1844, crossing the river 
Fox, Bristol, Illinois, North America, His 
exemplary piety endeared him to all who 
knew him. 


MISCELLANEA. 


TESTIMONIALS TO THE REV. DR. AND MRS. | 
MURCH. 


The Rey. Dr. Murch, having been obliged 
by declining health to retire from the duties 
of Stepney College, his former pupils have 
very affectionately come forward to present 
him with a token of their respect. The occa- 
sion of its presentation seems to have been 
one of much interest. The ministers educated 
at Bristol, Bradford, and Stepney colleges 
breakfasted in the same place, and on the 
same morning, although in different apart- 
ments, namely, in the Guildhall Coffee-house, 
on April 25th, and united, after their meal 
was over, in the handsome public room of 
that hotel, for the purpose of witnessing the 
ceremonial, About two hundred ministers 
were present, gathered from nearly all parts 
of the kingdom. 

The testimonial consisted of a valuable 
and elegant timepiece, measuring between two 
and three feet in height, by about one and a 
half in breadth. It is composed of a square 
block of highly polished black marble, the 
front surface of which presents the dial-plate, 
while the upper sustains a beautifully wrought 
figure,in bronze, of an aged fisherman, repos- 
ing on the implements of his recent toil,— 
anchor, oars, and nets. It bears the follow- 
ing inscription :— 

Preceptori optimo et amantissimo 
GUL. H. MURCH, §.T.D. et P. 
Ejusque Conjugi eximie 
Discipuli 
In Academia Stepniensi 
Sacris instituti Literis_ 
Memores et Grati. 

1844. 


_ The Rev. C. M. Birrell of Liverpool read 
the following address, in the name of the 


ministers and missionaries educated under 


Dr. Murch. 


“Ruy. AND DEAR Srr,—It was with sin- 
cere regret that we heard of your resignation 
of the theological tutorship of Stepney Col- 
lege. We trusted that divine providence 
would, for a much longer period, have con- 
tinued your health, and enabled you to dedi- 
cate your talents and your influence to the 
welfare of the rising ministry. Your retire- 
ment called forth in the hearts of your former 
pupils the most affectionate remembrance of 
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your conscientious exertions on their behalf, 
and led to a desire to seize the first opportu- 
nity of meeting to assure you of the existence 
of those feelings. ‘Their spheres of labour 
are, for the most part, so far distant from 
each other and from the metropolis, that the 
present is the earliest opportunity since your 
resignation that it was in their power to 
choose for such a purpose, 

“Tf the testimonial which we bring in our 
hands is not too trivial for your acceptance, 
we shall feel ourselves much honoured by 
your receiving it as an expression of our sin- 
cere respect and affection. Its intrinsic 
worth, notwithstanding the desires of many to 
the contrary, was intentionally limited, be- 


lieving that you would rather reflect upon its 
moral value as the prompt and simultaneous 
utterance of many grateful hearts. 

“ We trust that we shall be forgiven, for 
having united with our expressions of regard 
for your official character, an allusion directed 
to a more private object. The remembrance 
of Mrs. Murch’s assiduous attention to our 
comfort, and of her amiable and affectionate 
interest in our general welfare while under 
your roof, will never be obliterated from our 
hearts, and demanded even more than the 
brief record which we have felt ourselves at 
liberty to inscribe, 

“It must be, reverend Sir, to you, as it 
certainly is to all who have pursued their 
studies at Stepney College, whether under 
your tuition or at an earlier period, an occa- 
sion of much gratitude that you leave that 
institution in a state of prosperity not sur- 
passed at any period of its history. That 
that prosperity will not only be continued, 
but augmented, every successive year, we 
have all reason to hope from the divine bles- 
sing on the labours of the learned and able 
men who now conduct its affairs. We shall 


ever esteem it an honour to place our services 
at their—disposal, in any way they think pro- 
per to command them, for, as far as the ad- 
vancement of that institution is regarded, 
their wishes and our own are identical. 


} 
“ We take our leave of you, reverend and 


respected Sir, with the most fervent prayers, 
that the blessing of an unchanging God may 
rest upon yourself and your beloved partner; 
that long after you have been gathered to 
your fathers your children may continue to 
prolong your influence in the Christian 
church ; and that, when the Lord Jesus 
Christ comes in his kingdom and glory, you 
may receive the gift of an everlasting crown.” 


The Rev. Dr. Murch replied, with deep 
feeling, in the following terms :— 


“ Rey. and dear Sirs,—I return you my 
most sincere thanks for this testimonial of 
your esteem and affection, and for the kind | 
addxess with which you have been pleased to. 
accompany it. Its intrinsic worth is of no- 
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small amount, but its moral worth is, in my 
estimation, of incalculable value. Testimo- 
nials of this character often proceed from a 
desire to repair a breach, or to heal a wound- 
ed feeling. I accept this with the greater 
pleasure because, in the present instance, 
there has been no breach to repair, nor any 
wound to heal. It has been my happiness 
during the whole period of my connexion 
with Stepney College, to enjoy the uninter- 
rupted confidence both of the committee and 
of the students; and for this signal favour, I 
now offer to the Author of all our blessings 
my deep felt gratitude. 

“It belongs to human nature to be fond 
of office. If I have made a mistake by retir- 
ing from public duties at too early a period, I 
have erred with the few, and certainly not 
with the many. I hope, however, I have 
not violated the command of him who says to 
every one of his disciples, ‘Occupy till I 
come.’ My health and spirits failed; and, 
at my time of life,—for sixty summers have 
passed over my head,—there was no reason- 
able prospect of recovery without repose; 
and, without restoration to health, there could 
be but little prospect of useful occupation in 
the arduous duties of the college, During 
the short period of probation that may still 
be continued, I trust that, in the more private 
walks of life, such service as can be rendered 
will be cheerfully given. 

“T relinquish my official connexion with 
the college under the most auspicious cireum- 
stances. Its standing in the London Univer- 
sity, with which it is incorporated, considering 
the limited number educated within its walls, 
is certainly not inferior to that of any other 
college associated with that noble institution. 
Of its continued and augmented prosperity, I 
cannot but entertain the fullest confidence, 
by the divine blessing resting upon the la- 
bours of my late colleagues and highly 
esteemed successor, all of whom you justly 
designate as ‘learned and able men,’ and in 
reference to whom permit me to adopt your 
own language, ‘I shall ever esteem it an 
honour to place my services at their disposal, 
in any way they may think proper to com- 
mand them, for, as far as the advancement of 


that institution is regarded, their wishes and — 


my own are identical.’ 

“ But, truly, what can tutors accomplish ? 
A learned ministry they may give us, and 
many excellent things they may enable the 


students to attain; but it is not within their — 


| power, nor that of the committee, to raise — 


our academical institutions to that full stand- 
ard of usefulness for which they are designed. 


| Under God, this, my beloved brethren, rests 


chiefly with you, who'’are the pastors of our 


churches. On your wisdom and discretion, | 
Ir a ‘ical institu- — 
tions must depend for sending them right« 
minded and right-hearted youths. In the 


and zeal and energy, our : 


el 


al ih a 
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name of my successor and his colleagues, and, 
I may add, in the name of the tutors of other 
colleges,—two of whom I see here, and whom 
I have the happiness to call my friends,—I 
say in their names, I take the liberty of say- 
ing, send them suitable men, men of God and 
men of prayer, men who have clear heads 
and large hearts, and deep convictions and 
untiring energy,—men who give undoubted 
promise of being able to preach and willing to 
work. We want none but such. I entreat 
you to send to our colleges men full of hu- 
mane and Christian sympathy, who can feel 
for the perishing millions around them, and 
whose living voices shall pierce through the 
yast sepulchres of the spiritually dead. 

“My dear friends, it is to me peculiarly 
gratifying, that on the present occasion you 
have associated Mrs. Murch’s name with my 
own. She always felt the deepest interest in 
your welfare. She continues to do so, and, 
with myself, enjoys great satisfaction in the 
thought, that so many of you are honourably 
filling stations of the greatest usefulness. and 
importance in the church. She desires me 
to return her best thanks, with mine, for all 
your kindness and confidence during the pe- 
tiod we resided together under the same roof, 
and for the present respectful expression of 
your unabated regard. She unites her prayers 
with mine for your continued welfare and in- 
creased usefulness, and with me trusts that, 
through the righteousness of the Redeemer, 
we shall all at length stand accepted at the 
throne of glory.” 


The meeting was then addressed by the 
Rev. W. Brock, C. Stovel, Joseph Tyso, T. 
S. Crisp, A.M., J. Acworth, A.M., and Dr. 
Davies, the last three being the theological 
tutors of Bristol, Bradford, and Stepney 
Colleges respectively. The greatest satisfac- 
tion appeared to prevail with the interesting 
proceedings of the morning. 


The missionaries in Jamaica who had 

formerly been students at Stepney, had pre- 

viously testified their grateful feeling towards 
| Mrs. Murch, in the following letter which ac- 
_ companied the present of a handsome work- 
_ table. 
|= ~ Jamaica, 30th June, 1842. 
| Dear Mapam,—We doubt not that the 
arrival of a letter from this side of the broad 
Atlantic, subscribed with the names of nine 
persons who were once the happy inmates of 
your family, will greatly surprise you. We 
trust, however, that you will receive it with 
that kindness which you ever manifested to 
us while connected with the institution under 
your superintendence, and that of your es- 
teemed and venerated partner. To that 
kindness we feel that we were indebted for 
‘many of the comforts which we then enjoyed, 
and by which we were enabled with greater 
vigour to pursue our studies, and to accumu- 
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late those stores of knowledge which now 
afford us continual assistance in the discharge 
of our sacred duties. 

While, dear Madam, we feel that your 
tender care for some of us during seasons 
of affliction, and your self-denying labours 
for the general and permanent good of the 
students, can never in this world be ade- 
quately compensated, and that, even if it 
were possible, the bare suggestion of any 
thing of the kind would be repugnant to your 
feelings, permit us to beg your acceptance of 
the accompanying piece of workmanship, as 
a small token that you still live in our me- 
mory, and will never cease to be the object 
of our grateful esteem. 

We feel convinced that the value which 
you will set upon this trifle, will not be pro- 
portioned so much to its intrinsic worth as to 
the motives which have prompted us to make 
the request; nor will it be diminished by the 
knowledge that it is the work of an African 
of the Eboe tribe, about fifty years of age, 
who spent by far the greater part of his life 
in a state of slavery, but is now a respectable 
tradesman in the town of Falmouth. The 
different kinds of wood are all of Jamaica 
growth, and a plan will be found-in one of 
the drawers which will give the name of each 
particular piece. 

And now, dear Madam, begging an interest 
in your petitions at a throne of grace, and 
fervently praying that your valuable life and 
that of our beloved tutor may long be 
spared; that you may have the unspeakable 
happiness of seeing each and all of your dear 
children devoted to the service of Jehovah; 
and of knowing that those who from time to 
time leave the halls of Stepney for scenes of 
activity and usefulness, are the means of 
turning many to righteousness, 

We remain, 

Yours, with respect and esteem, 
BensaMiIn Butt Dexter, 
Joun Hurcurs, 
EBENEZER Jos. FRANCIS, 
Henry Joun Durron, _ 
Joun Epwarp HENDERSON, 
BengAmin MinLarp, 
Epwarp Woo.-ey, 
Epwarp Hewirt, 

James Woop, 


MARRIAGES, 


At the baptist chapel, Hamsterley, by the Rey. D. 
Douglas, May 18th, Mr. Jon Haw of Monkfield to 
Miss Hannan Morras of Edgeknowl. 

At Masham, North Riding, Yorkshire, by the Rey. 
D. Douglas, May 21, Mr. Grorce Arkinson of 
Barton Grange, near Darlington, to Miss Riper of 
the Mains, near Masham. 


At the baptist chapel, Counterslip, Bristol, by the 
Rey. Joseph Fox, May 27th, Mr. AARon Dramoor 
to Miss TryPHENA JORDAN, both of that city. 


‘ 
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At the baptist chapel, Parley, by the Rev. Paul | 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


At the baptist chapel, Hinckley, by the Rey. John 


Alcock, May 30, Mr. ANDREW LxEae@ to Miss Exiza- | Spooner of Attleborough, June 14th, Mr. Isaac Es- 


BETH KEPPEN. 


sex, late of Wolvey, to Miss Dorcas Armson of 
Attleborough, 


At the baptist chapel, Lockwood, by the Rev. W- | | At Eastgate Chapel, Lewes, June 20, by the Rey. 


Walton, June 5th, Mr. SamuEL KeNnworrTuHy to 
Mary ANN, daughter of Mr. Joseph Beaumont, 
all of Golcan. 


| E, Davis, Mr. James J. Rogson of Woolwich to 


Jemma, third daughter of the late Mr. Evxior of 
Hampton. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON MARRIAGE WITH THE SISTER OF A DE- 
CEASED WIFE. 

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Dear Srr,—Should you be so kind as to 
insert the following queries in the Baptist 
Magazine, and should they be answered, 
either by yourself or any of your judicious 
correspondents, you will confer a favour, not 
only on the writer, but also on many others 
who feel interested in the subject they in- 
volve. 

1. Do the scriptures, directly or indirectly, 
prohibit the marriage of a Christian with the 
sister of a deceased wife ? 

2. If a Christian conscientiously believes 
that, in reference to such a marriage, the 
civil law. and the ecclesiastical canons, have 
not only no foundation in scripture, but are 
in themselves unjust, unnatural, and oppres- 
sive, do the scriptures require him to submit 
to such enactments ? 

3. What influence ought remaining popu- 
lar prejudices to exercise over the mind of a 
Christian on such a subject ? 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Tur remarks which we took the liberty of 
making in ourlast number respecting the in- 
competence of a promiscuous assembly such 
as is usually drawn together at an annual 
meeting in Exeter Hall, to decide satisfacto- 
rily any critical question on which the friends 
of a society differ, have received this month 
a singular confirmation. The question relat- 
ing to the admission of slave-grown sugar, to 
which we then referred as having been carried 
by Mr. George Thompson at the meeting of 
the Anti-slayery Society, against the Com- 
mittee, has been argued again, before a special 
meeting of the members of the Society, called 
for the purpose, To this meeting every per- 
son was summoned who could by the most 
liberal interpretation of the rules be deemed 
a member, and none but members were ad- 


mitted, The discussion occupied nearly seven. 


hours, and was conducted with great calm- 
ness. At the close, the votes being taken, 
the decision of the public meeting was re- 
yersed by an immense majority. The rule, 


which had been suspended by the show of 
hands on the former occasion, was now re- 
affirmed by a majority of more than eleven to 
one! We trust that this fact will deter re- | 
spectable men from attempts to make open 
meetings courts of appeal, or introducing into 
them critical questions for decision; as it 
must be evident that in this instance, at 
least, whatever might be the merits of the 
case, the decision of the public meeting was 
no fair criterion of the judgment of the society 
respecting it. 


Mr. Cramp and his family arrived at Que- 
bec on the twenty-fifth of May, and hoped to 
reach Montreal on the twenty-seventh. While 
crossing the Atlantic, they encountered a suc- 
cession of contrary winds which hindered 
their progress and increased the discomfort of 
the voyage. In the beginning of May they 
met with a large field of ice, twenty miles 
broad, and saw many icebergs. A mail was 
just ready to leave Quebec at the time of 
their arrival, to which we are indebted fo 
these particulars, ; 


A letter from Mr. Edwards, received too 
late to be made use of in the proper place, 
informs us that he has removed from Strat- 
ford on Avon, having taken charge of the 
baptist church in Leeming Street, Preston. 


Mr. Katterns of Hammersmith also has 
relinquished his pastoral engagement, and 
accepted an invitation to assist Dr. Cox at 
Hackney. A meeting was held at Hammer- 
smith on the 21st of June, at which he and 
his friends there exchanged their expressions 
of cordial regard, and kind wishes in reference 
to the future, ; 


Our most recent intelligence from Calcutta 
is contained in a short letter from Mr. George 
Pearce. He says, April 19, “ We are all in 
pretty good health, with the exception of Mrs. 
Yates, who has been very poorly for some 


‘time past. The present is indeed a very fear- 


ful time, for sickness and death are raging 
around us, and“multitudes are being carried 
off, The small-pox and the cholera are the 
chief messengers of God’s solemn providence. 
Not less than ten or twelve Europeans have 
fallen within three or four days past by the 
cholera. Oh that a salutary effect might fol-. 
low in the hearts of the people!” =“ 
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AFRICA. 


FERNANDO PO. 


Through the good providence of God, the Chilmark and its invaluable cargo 


have arrived at Fernando Po in safety. 


Mr. and Mrs. Clarke, Mr. and Mrs. Saker, 


and the friends who accompanied them from Jamaica, landed at Clarence in good 


health on the 16th of February. 
a cordial welcome. 


We have landed at this place in safety and 
health, and in peace. God has done great 
things for us, of which we are glad. He has 
shown to us daily mercy and favour ; and, 
knowing our unworthiness, we daily praise 
him with wonder and with gratitude. 


Last night we had an affecting meeting— 
thirteen speakers ; brethren Sturgeon, Saker, 
Prince, Wilson, Bundy, Smith, Norman, 
Philips, Christian, Ennis, Showers, Merrick, 
and myself. £7 4s. 103d. were collected, 
although a heavy rain had just fallen, pre- 
venting some from coming out, and the quar- 
terly subscriptions, now amounting to about 
£11, had recently been made. Commander 
Ear] is a kind friend to us, and will probably 
visit England this year, as his time on the 
African coast is now up. He sails at eight 
o’clock a. m. to-day, so I hasten to conclude, 


It is scarcely necessary to add, that they found 
On the 21st of February Mr. Clarke wrote as follows :— 


to give him a bundle of letters for England, 
and for Jamaica. 
Mission House on his return, and give you 
his written opinion of matters here. He 
has just concluded a treaty with King 
William of Bimbio, who for 4000 dollars is 
to give up slave-trading. He informed Com- 
mander Earl of a slaver in his creek, and last 
Friday, Commander Earl took her, with the 
loss of one of his men, a poor black, who had 
gone over from this place to show the captain 
the creek where she lay concealed. The 
slaver’s complement was forty-two hands, 
eight of whom were dead or absent, thirteen 
sick. The rest, with the captain, desperate 
fellows, but five boats filled with man-of-war’s 
men soon overcame them. I am sorry to 
say the sailors are to be left here under guard 
for a time, until they can find ships to carry 


them away. 


It was not long, however, before the effects of the deleterious climate began to 


appear among the new comers. 


You will be concerned to hear that our 
dear brother Clarke was a few days ago dan- 
gerously ill, and is still very weak and poorly. 
I was at Bassipu when he took fever, but 
hastened down as soon as the intelligence 
reached me;~and was happy on my arrival to 
find him so much better as to be able to sit 
up, and converse freely. This was on Tues- 
day last. On Thursday he was so much 
better as to be able to write and come down 
stairs; and all of us entertained pleasing 
hopes of his speedy recovery ; but at two 
o’clock on Friday his vomiting returned with 
such violence as so produce in a few hours 
complete prostration of strength ; and so dan- 
gerous was his case, that Dr. Prince enter- 
tained painful apprehensions of his decease, 
and recommended us at once to resort to the 
throne of grace, and make special supplication 
for his recovery. This was done by brethren 
Saker and Fuller, the doctor and myself, and 
our good God heard and answered us. A 
change for the better was soon manifest, yet 
Dr. Prince thought it necessary to be present 
with our brother all the night, Humanly 


On the 11th of March Mr. Merrick wrote thus :— 


speaking, had it not been for the close atten- 
tion and medical skill of our beloved physi- 
cian, we had by this time committed the body 
of our dear brother to the silent tomb; but 
‘©God had mercy on him, and not him only, 
but on us also, lest we should have sorrow 
upon sorrow.” On Saturday there was a 
favourable change, and since then Mr. Clarke 
has gradually been regaining strength, and 
will I hope soon be convalescent. 
earnestly, my dear sir, that our brother, whom 
God has raised up and so eminently qualified 
for his holy work, may long, long be spared. 
Dear Mrs, Clarke has also been ill of fever, 
but was mercifully raised up before her part- 
ner was laid down. Thus you see our com- 
passionate God tempers his wind to the shorn 
lamb, and makes the strength of his servants 
equal to their day. The greater part of our 
Jamaica friends are now ly of fever. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bundy, and Mr. Duis, from 
Mr. Oughton’s church; Mr. Gallimore, from 
Kettering ; one of Mr. Norman’s daughters, 
from Spanish Town; and Mr. and Mrs, 
White, from Bethany, are all on the sick 


I hope he will call at the | 
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list. Mr. Fuller’s two sons have also been 
ill, but are, through mercy, getting better. 
Miss Cooper, from Brown’s Town, who stops 
with brother Clarke, has been very ill, and is 
still weak, but I hope in a fair way of re- 
covery. But amidst our multiplied trials, 
our good God has strengthened our minds, 
and enabled us to cast our cares upon him. 
How delightful it is to lie passive in the 
hands of our divine Parent, desiring our wills 
to be entirely lost in his. 

I feel more persuaded every day that 
God is about to accomplish a mighty 
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work in Africa, and I do hope that the 
interest of our friends in England, Scot- 
land, and Wales, in behalf of our infant 
mission, will, instead of cooling down, become 
more ardent. We need their unceasing 
prayers, their sympathy and support, and 
cannot do without them. Oh that the real 
state of Africa could be portrayed to the 
Christian world, and they would, I am cer- 
tain, do more for her than they have yet 
done. It is one thing, I assure you, to hear 
of Africa, and quite another to witness her 
degradation and woe. 


The most recent intelligence in our possession is derived from a letter addressed 
by Mr. Clarke to Mr, Sherring of Bristol, on the 25th of March :— 


I have to-day arrived from a journey toa 
native town, and finding the ‘“ Peruvian ” 
about to sail in a few hours, I hasten to give 
you a few lines. You may have heard that 
myself, Mrs, Clarke, and nearly all the mis- 
sion family here have had fever; and that 
some of us have been nigh to death : but God 
still has mercy upon us all, and all yet live and 
hope to do some good, before death comes, 
to Africa. I left last Thursday (21st) for 
Bassipu, in a weak state, accompanied by my 
friend Christian and two Congoes. The road 
was up hill and bad; yet I bore the journey 
well, and in about three hours reached the 
place. I found much more done than I had 
expected to see. A large school-room has 
been erected ; another house is in progress. 
Two tents are erected, and two small huts ; 
and often Dr. Prince, and other friends, pay 
a visit to Dibelakko, the name-of the place 
we bought in the town of Bassipu. The air 
is cooler than at Clarence, and about two 
miles further up the mountain, where Mr. 
Sturgeon has built a hut, the climate is very 
delightful. 

We have no palanquin bearers here, and 
only one poor mule, belonging to Dr. Prince; 
and the roads are only fit for natives with 
naked feet to walk on; so that to travel is 
indeed a task of no light nature for a poor, 
sickly European. After my arrival at Dibe- 
lakko, the poor natives gathered around. Some 
recognized me, and seemed highly pleased, 
and a few of the young reminded me that 
they had been my scholars before, and that I 
had put their names in my book. After 
having taught them for a time, I opened my 
treasure of clothes, and every heart seemed to 
leap for joy, Brethren Prince and Merrick 
had already dressed a few, and these kept 
company together—had the consent of the 
king to wear lue (clothes, sounded looa), and 
were not prevented from doing so by their 
parents. ae 

As I dressed one after another the little 
creatures began to sing their song of joy. The 
purport of which was, that the white man 
was good, who had brought such nice clothes 


for them to wear. The same little chant was 
kept up, as each said his abiassa pootoo 
(thank you, thank you), and marched off in 
gladness to show to others the prize. ‘Soon 
mothers came for lue for their naked infants, 
and several accepted of aprons and wrappers 
for themselves. An old man, with a long 
grey beard, I should think seventy years of 
age, uncle to our interpreter, walks regard- 
less of the laugh of the companions of his 
youth, in his close cotton shirt. His nephew 
promises me that in a few days he will eut off 
his clay-clotted hair, wash his body, put on 
clothes, get married to one of his three wives 
‘‘in English fashion,” and go with me, in the 
steamer, to North-West Bay, or to any other 
place to which I may like to take him, in 
order to tell his countrymen the wonderful 
news which have now reached his ears, His 
name is Bokotalli; he understands English 
pretty well, and has diligently learned to 
read, and to understand the second class 
book. He stopped yesterday while reading 
“Thou, God, seest me,” &c., and said ‘* This 
book me Jove much. It make me feel. Me 
want to savy more of dis word. Me cannot 
do now as me once do.” Then, as if con- 
scious that his naked body and clotted hair 
gave a sort of negative to his words, he made 
to me the promise I have given above. It is 
three years since he took his last wife, but 
the ceremony of getting her fully out of the 
hands of her father is but just now near its 
completion. This alone, he says, keeps him 


from instantly taking a decided step. One of —— 


his other wives had been sent away by a” 
former husband before Bokotalli took her ; 
and on the death of this man, a short time 


ago, she made great lamentation, which was 


not pleasing to Bokotalli. The other has 
offended him; and both these, he thinks, he 
can easily put away. The last of the three 
he says he loves, and will keep for life. 
Fearful, fearful indeed, is the state of the poor~ 
heathen! Can we bless God enough? have 
we ever attempted to thank him as we ought, 
that we were not born heathens ? 

From the time of my arrival until my de- 
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parture this morning, I was at work in dis- 
tributing garments to the natives. What a 
luxury! Oh, that the dear donors could 
have stood by, and seen me adjusting the 
tape strings, and tying them in proper order, 
before and behind. I had four different sup- 
plies, and in all clothed more than one hun- 
dred persons, great and small. The king at 
one time sat by, and listened to the a, b, ¢, of 
the scholars, and looked at their ‘‘ strokes,” 
on slates, and, I thought, admired their 
dresses, until a more fascinating object ap- 
peared. This was a small grindstone I had 
got fitted up, and brought from town for him. 
His eye brightened. It was sassi (good), 
sassialle (very good, or good yes). No longer 
could the little creatures detain him. He had 
the grindstone mounted on the head of a na- 
tive, and trudged after him, and it, to his 
house. I soon had a stand made for it, to 
raise it from the ground; and have since 
been favoured by another visit from this quiet 
and good natured old man. When I first visited 
him on the day after my arrival at Bassipu, I 
found him, with a handful of palm leaves, 
sweeping the front of his house. He did not 
leave his work incomplete on account of my 
presence, but soon finished it, and then had 
a seat placed for himself, and next for me, 
and our friendly palaver began. He was 
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glad to see me again, and a present of plan- 
tains was brought. He took a part, and the 
other was given to me. He then gave an 
account of his late sickness, and the proposal 
made by Dr. Prince to bleed him, to which 
he could not accede, Next he told me of the 
foolish fears of some of the old people in the 
town, that many white men might one day 
come, and set a net around the town, and 
catch the people; but he did not think we 
meant to injure them. At our next meeting 
in the school-house he reverted to this again, 
and said he had asked the people if we had 
ever yet injured a fowl, or a goat, or a sheep, 
or disturbed any person in the town; and 
while they said no, he must remain our 
friend. Again he visited me yesterday, and 


said that he was hurt at hearing some people ~ 


would not allow their children to wear clothes, 
I had done well to give so many away. I 
might now leave off for a time, as the people 
did not value the clothes as they should do. 
[ explained their value, how I had got them, 
&c., and I am sure Bokotalli understood me 
well, if the king did not. 

Our prospects are cheering, but I must 
conclude. The captain has called to say 
he may sail at -half-past eight; it is now 
about seven, and meeting time. Adieu, dear 
friend. 


EXCURSIONS TO VILLAGES. 


Mr. Merrick writes thus, March 11th :— 


I have lately visited Bassipu, an Abubi 
village about eight miles from Clarence, 
where a fine school-room has been erected, 
chiefly by the exertions of our friend Dr. 
Prince. Brother Sturgeon and I called on 
Boidiba, the chief, but found it no very easy | 
matter to enter his house in consequence of 
the proximity of its roof to the ground; but 
having encountered that difficulty was soon 
seated near his majesty, who received us with 


much kindness, appearing at the same time 


quite conscious of his royal dignity. After a 


little conversation I told him I should be’ 


happy if he would consent to have all the 


people in the villaze clothed, both young and | 


old, and that we would furnish garments. 
The old man unhesitatingly replied, that it 
was all nonsense to talk of the old people 
abandoning the customs and dress they had 
received from their remote ancestors ; that if 
a child saw his father using a gourd-and 
calabash, and wearing a certain dress, it was 
natural for him to imitate his parent. I 
inquired whether if a child was born of poor 
pe who lived in a mean and wretched 

ut, that child, if he became wealthy, was to 
say, My father and mother lived in this hut, 
and used these things in it, and I won’t build 
a better house, nor use better things? The 


old man acknowledged that what I said was 
“very good ;” that many improvements had 
taken place since white men came to the 
islands: that some time ago if Buby saw a 
person smoking a cigar, he would be quite 
alarmed, but now he could not live without 
tobacco ; that the report of a gun used for- 
merly to terrify them, but now they had 
many guns to kill deer; that in times past 
they did not possess goats or sheep, but now 
they had many. From all these improve- 
ments the old man inferred that others would 
take place, yet he could not think of recom- 
mending his people to abandon their countr 

practices, Brother Sturgeon reminded. his 
majesty that a covering would keep the flies 
from biting him. ‘* I like them to bite me, he 
replied. I love sleep too much, and when I 
sleep they bite, and awake me.” Our palaver 
was very good he thought, but there were two 
things which he did not like, and they were 
the wearing of clothes and the relinquishment 
of polygamy. He was, however, quite: wil. 
ling that the children should come to school, 
and wear clothes, and was happy we had 
erected a house at Bassipu; but hoped we 


would secure our yams well, that his people’s. 


goats might not eat them, and thus bri 
palaver. I replied, that we came to do im 
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and his people good, and not to make pala- 
vers. On leaving I gave the old man a 
wrapper (a picce of cloth about two yards 
long, to be wrapped round the waist), which 
he at first declined, but was prevailed on to 
keep for the purpose of brushing away the 
flies if he were disinclined to wear it. A few 
leaves of tobacco followed, with which the 
old man was highly delighted, and expressed 
his gratitude by wishing I “might never die.”’ 
How would I rejoice if his wish were realized 
in himself in the best sense of the phrase. 
According to previous engagement with 
Boidiba, I met his people early next morning, 
being the sabbath, on the play ground. In- 
cluding children, nearly a hundred assembled. 
When I spoke to them of the necessity of 
discarding their charms if they desired to 
worship the true God, Boidiba replied, that 
he could not do so; yet he could not help 
thinking the Abubies would be benefited by 
our instruction. Before white men came to 
the island, the people, he said, used to kill 
one another in the bush, but now they did 
not do so. He would, however, recommend 
us to teach the children first, and get them 
to wear clothes; and not at present disturb 
the adult people on that subject. But it 
would be necessary, he continued, if the chil- 
dren came to our house, to hide our property 
from them, that it might not be stolen, for all 
children were like dogs. What an estimate 
of the dear little ones ! May the time speedily 
arrive when instead of regarding them as 
dogs, they will be considered as among the 
most precious gifts of heaven. On hearing it 
was wrong to work on Sunday, Boidiba re- 
commended the people no longer to do so, 
and at the close of the service told Mr. 
Cooper (one of my attendants), that if his 
people did not listen to my advice they would 
have to answer for themselves, but for his 
part he was determined never again to work 
on the sabbath. At the close of the service 
I called on several of the Botuku, or gentle- 
men, all of whom seemed pleased with my 
visit, and as far as I could learn, regarded me 
as their friend. After breakfast two came to 
the school-room ; one of them, named Bwa- 
rimea, a very influential Botaku. I spent 
much time in conversation with them, and 
felt thankful that I was honoured to declare 
unto the heathen the unsearchable riches of 
Jesus Christ. Bwarimea, in the course of 
conversation, observed, that if after attending 
to my instructions, a great deal of rain fell, 
and their yam fields were very productive, 
then he would be convinced that all I had 
advanced was correct. How true that ‘ the 
natural man understandeth not the things of 
the Spirit of God; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 
“7 am afraid,” continued Bwarimea, ‘ that the 
-Inmo men (a sort of _ do not always 

‘speak the truth, for several of them have 
given me charms with the assurance that my 


favourite wife (who was with him) would give 
birth to a child, but it was not so.” The old 
man wound up his story by inquiring whether 
if he attended to my word his wife would 
yield him children. I replied, that those who 
gave their hearts to the true God did not 
trouble themselves about such things. If 
God gave them children they were thankful, 
if he withheld them they were content ; that 
frequently children rendered their parents 
very unhappy, and that whenever God with- 
held the fruit of the womb, it was for wise 
purposes. ‘ All very good,” was the reply; 
“and now that I have heard what you have to 
say, I will attend to your words.” Early next 
morning Boidiba, with a few of his head men, 
came to see me, for the purpose of making 
known his intention of propagating far and 
wide what I had said on the previous day 
respecting the observance of the sabbath. He 
had resolved, he said, to send the news to 
Banapa, Basilli, and Ribola; that he had 
listened to all my word, but could not, at 
once, do all I had told him; that when a 
child began to walk the mother had to stand 
near to hold him up, but with care the child 
in time became strong. So it was with the 
Bubies; they would not be able to do at 
once what I recommended, but would gradu- 
ally improve, That when the white men 
(meaning Mr. Clarke and Dr. Prince) first 
came up to Bassipu, and talked of living 
there, they did not believe them, but now 
they find that those white men are true people. 


In the afternoon I went to Ribola, a native 
town about a mile and a half from Bassipu, 
accompanied by Mr. Gallimore, one of the 
teachers from Jamaica. I called on Bwirubia, 
the chief, and met many people at his resi- 
dence, which afforded me an opportunity of 
declaring the gospel. I had not spoken long 
before Bwirubia interrupted me, and said he 
should be very glad if I would tell the people 
at Clarence not to charge so much for a goat 
as they were in the habit of doing ; that at first 
they were only required to pay four baskets of 
palm oil, but now they could not get a goat 
without paying twenty; that he and his 
people did not like to pay so much, and 
hoped a change would soon be effected, I 
could not get Bwirubia to give a positive 
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answer respecting the reception of a teacher. 


He was afraid if a white man came to live at 
Ribola, the devil would kill him; and besides 
his people were not certain of remaining at 
Ribola, and if after a godman came to live 
with them they deserted the town for another 
district, we would say they did not like us, 
Before leaving I gave his majesty a rather 
handsome wrapper, with which he was pleased 
beyond measure. His dim eyes and wrinkled 
face became animated ; he turned his new 
dress one side and then another, and ex- 
claimed, “ Svsi alle, sisi alle, alle, alle ;” very 
beautiful—very beautiful, beautiful, beautiful. 


we 


he 
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Indeed, he was so pleased that he was about many stations as we can. You are already 
getting up for me to put on the wrapper, | aware that my scene of labour is to be the 
when several of his people objected to his | continent; the particular locality has not yet 
doing so, I hope the prejudices of the Abu- | been determined on, but God will doubtless 
bies to the wearing of clothes will soon give | direct us in the right way. Oh pray, sir, 
way when they come under the influence of | that our every step may be ordered by infinite 
Christian instruction. They are a mild and | wisdom. ; 

inoffensive though a very strange people, and | I must not forget to mention that I have 
I trust that the great Head of the church will | just passed through the most dangerous illness 
so order matters that our missionary brethren | I have had within my recollection, caused by 
will be permitted to pursue their work among | vitiated biliary secretion. I was confined to 
them without molestation, I however rejoice | my room five days, but am, thank God, quite 
to find that the committee have strictly en- | well again. May our late afflictions make us 
joined us not to expend too much labour on | more holy, and impress on us the necessity of 
Fernando Po, but to proceed as early as pos- | doing with our might whatever our hand 
sible to the continent, and there establish as | findeth to do. 


It appears from the foregoing remarks, and from many other passages in the 
letters received, that the presents of clothing which have been made by friends in 
different parts of the country have proved valuable, and that a constant supply 
will for some time be needed. The following suggestions also are the result of 
Mr. Merrick’s experience. 


When at Camaroons I strongly recom- should be of different qualities. We pay 
mended you to furnish us with a supply of| here for some 6s. 6d. per piece, while others 
such articles as are the media of exchange in | cost 8s. and 10s. Cutlasses or matchets, and 
the different rivers where we shall have to|small axes, are also indispensable; a good 
labour, as such articles can only be procured | supply of tobacco should also be furnished, 
in Africa at about two hundred per cent. |an article which no African traveller can do 
(often much higher) above the invoice price. | without. 

Since brother Clarke’s arrival, he and I have| At Old Calabar River soap is greatly in 
talked the matter over, and he is of opinion | demand, needles, fish-hooks, large, small, and 
that the measure would prove highly econo- | middle sized, and chest hinges. 

mical ; and had it not been for his illness, he} At New Calabar white shirts or striped 
would no doubt have written you on the sub- | ones (not figured) meet a ready sale. Shirts 
ject. The articles principally required at| made of figured prints are only worn by the 
Camaroons are salt, which, if supplied, ought | juju men, and therefore never purchased 
to be sent out in barrels, Blue, Baft, or Se-| except by them. 

rampore ; an indispensable cloth, chilloe (a} The Society would save a vast amount of 
sort of handkerchief), and what are called here | money in the support of our infant mission if 
Romale, and Tom Cuffie (also a sort of hand- | they could only manage to supply us themselves 
kerchief put up in pieces). The Romale with stores and the aboye mentioned articles, 


Pe 


AFRICAN CONTINENT. 


» The following account of Mr. Merrick’s recent tour on the continent will be 
read with pleasure. He says, 


In my last letter, forwarded from Cama- | of which I met a favourable reception, Being 
roons, by Captain Simpson, of the brig Violet, | detained at John Aqua’s town for two hours 
I intimated that it was my intention to ascend | in order to obtain the benefit of the ebb tide, 
the river, and if favourable opportunities | [ collected as many of the people as I could 
offered, to declare the gospel of salvation to}and preached to them. They listened with 
the people. I am happy to inform you that | much attention, and expressed earnest desires 
on Wednesday, the 6th December last, I left | that religious teachers might be settled among 
Bonaku (Aqua’s town) in one of King Aqua’s | them. After a mess of fish, yams, and palm 
canoes, accompanied by one of his sons, and | oil, I proceeded on my journey; and, as might 
several people, for a settlement about fifteen | be expected, my attention was much taken up 


miles up the river, called Biandung. On our | with the scenery through which I was pass= — 


way we called at Dido’s town, and the towns | ing. The country up the river is in ma. 


of John Aqua, Young King, and Quan, at all | parts much more elevated than at Bell’s oar 
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Aqua’s towns. The banks of the river are 
adorned with a variety of trees, among which 
the down tree, or ceiba, the palm nut tree, 
and bambu palm, are the most common. A 
number of small islands are in the river, 
many of which have, I learn, only recently 
been formed, and are generally inundated 
during the rainy season. When near our 
journey’s end a canoe from a place called 
Gibbery, which was proceeding up the river, 
was stopped by several people residing on the 
settlement to which we were going, for the 
purpose of plundering the Gibbery people, 
and had it not been for our interference much 
blood would perhaps have been shed, and 
lives lost ; for one of the Gibbery men drew a 
cutlass, which he would have used had the 
marauding party persisted in their wicked 
intention. 

On my arrival at Biandung I was exceed- 
ingly distressed at the ignorance and degrada- 
tion of the people. I walked over a great 
part of the town, and was kindly received by 
its inhabitants, many of whom assembled at 
seven o’clock in the evening in the open air 
to listen to the truths of the gospel. The 
season was to me a solemn one. Most of my 
auditors had never before heard of Christ and 
his salvation, of the future state, and of the 
resurrection and judgment to come, and were 
of course astonished at what they heard. 
Though on many accounts it is not so 
pleasant to declare truth to those who can 
scarcely apprehend it, and are less willing to 
obey it, than to those who have felt the power 
and tasted the sweets of the gospel, I never- 
theless always feel some degree of pleasure in 

reaching to the heathens. I know that what 
t declare is the divinely appointed method of 
rescuing them from darkness and death, and 
though I sometimes think that the salvation 
of Africa is yet far, far distant, I am at the 
same time conscious that “ the truth is great, 
and must prevail.’ This it is that renders 
my work pleasant, though apparently unsuc- 
cessful. As might be expected after my long 
day’s journey under a scorching sun, I retired 
to rest quite wearied, but was so much dis- 
turbed by mosquitoes that I had not an hour’s 
rest. Next morning, after a hasty breakfast 
of plantain and palm oil, which I enjoyed 
much, our party left for Yabyang, a Bakuku 
or Qua Qua town, about five miles higher up 
the river. -From what I have learnt it would 
seem that the original country of the Qua Qua 
people is to the south of the Camaroons river, 
but that large numbers have emigrated to the 
north-east portion of the river, where they 
now reside. ‘hey are evidently of the same 
tribe, or family, as the people who reside at 
Bell’s and Aqua’s towns, and the other vil- 
lages in that neighbourhood, for they speak, 
with trifling variation, the same language. 
Speuking of the difference between the lan- 
guages of the Camaroons and Qua Qua people, 
my interpreter said, “‘ Massa, Camaroons and 


379 


Qua Qua man speak all the same as Por- 
tuguese, and Spanish, and English, and 
American.” On arriving at Yabyang we 
found several men boiling mimbo* at the 
bank of the river, and though most of them 
had never before seen me, they treated me 
very kindly, and offered me mimbo to drink. 
After resting for a few minutes we proceeded 
to the town, which is about a mile and a half 
up hill from the river, and over a rugged and 
circuitous tract. My unexpected appearance 
produced a complete uproar, as very few of 
the people had before seen a white face. 
Some of the women made hideous faces, 
others seemed terrified, while many less fear- 
ful ran after and before me clapping their 
hands, and making a deafening noise. On 
arriving at the chief’s residence, whose name 
is Deboto, the old man made his appearance, 
but though he had often seen white men, he 
appeared stupified with the noise and excite- 
ment of his people. Being thoroughly tired 
on account of my walk, I seated myself under 
a few trees to obtain rest and air, but the 
people surrounded and gazed on me with 
perfect astonishment, watching narrowly my 
every motion. After resting for a while I 
entered into conversation with the chief, and 
presented him with two children’s dresses, a 
tin plate, and some tobacco. His favourite 
children were brought to me for the purpose 
of having the dresses put on them, with which 
they seemed highly delighted. After obtain- 
ing permission, 1 addressed the people by 
tneans of an interpreter, and explained the 
object of my visit; and on asking Deboto 
whether he would like a white man to live at 
his town, to teach him and his people about 
God, he said, “‘ Yes, but he did not think a 
white man would come and live with him. 
In the course of my address Deboto inter- 
rupted me for the purpose of asking whether 
a string of beads around the neck of one of 


ny attendants was given him by me; but on - 


hearing that it was not, he seemed quite satis- 
fied, and allowed me to proceed. On my 
departure Deboto presented me with a chicken, 
and a bunch of plantains. On my return to 
Biandung I visited, with my interpreter, a 
small town connected with the settlement 
called Bijieia, where several of King Aqua’s 
slaves reside. This town is situated on a 


beautiful hill, and is delightfully cool. As 1~ 


walked over it I could hardly help thinking 
what an excellent station it might make. My 


soul for a time was delighted when I beheld _ 


through futurity the change which the gospel 
of Christ would yet produce on the unhappy 
sons and daughters of Africa; but oh! my 
distress when I looked and reflected on the 
degradation and misery of the people, many 
of whom were in a state of perfect nudity. 


* Mimbo is a stimulating drink procured from 
the heart of the bambu palm, and boiled to preyent 
fermentation. Eee 4 : ? 


— 
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The people again assembled at Biandung this 
evening, and listened for a long time to the 
word of salvation, Early on the following 
morning I descended the river, and arrived 
safely, and from what I saw of the people up 
the river, I have every reason to believe that 
a missionary would be quite safe among them. 
During my short stay at Camaroons, I was 
quite at home, and never on any occasion 
had cause to indulge the slightest suspicion 
respecting them. Several adults, and a few 
children, have learned to read pretty well in 
the-first class book, and the love of God in 
sending his Son to die for the world was 
frequently the topic of conversation among 
themselves. 

A short time before I left Camaroons King 
Bell requested me to call on him every morning, 
and converse with him privately, for the word 
which I had spoken about the bad place had 
affected his heart very much, and that he 
sometimes dreamed about it. ‘I don’t wish 
at all,” said Bell, ‘to go to the bad place 
when I die. I must therefore give my heart 
to God.” How would I rejoice if he were to 
do so. But not to render my letter too 
lengthy, I must at once inform you that I 
left Camaroons for this place on Thursday 
evening, the 26th December, in the same 
boat which took me over, and on our way 
stopped at Bimbia, where I preached the 
gospel at Dick Merchant’s and King William’s 
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towns. I was kindly received, and the people 
expressed themselves willing to receive Chris- 
tian teachers. King William said that he 
would be glad if a white man would come 
and live with him, to teach him about God; 
that he would sleep close to the white man, 
and hear his word better than any map in 
Africa. Perceiving a grigri, or charm, around 
King William’s neck, I spoke to bim of the 
folly and wickedness of reposing confidence 
in such things instead of God, when he im- 
mediately took off the charm, and put it 
aside. I arrived safely at Clarence on Satur- 
day evening about seven o’clock, and was 
happy to find my dear wife well. 

I have made a vocabulary of the Cama- 
roon, or Dewalla tongue, and have prepared - 
a first class book in the language, which I 
purpose printing soon. 

Since my return from Camzroons I have 
been busily engaged attending to the repairs 
of the mission house, for the reception of 
brother Clarke, and have, I rejoice to say, 
managed to get it into a fit state for their 
reception, 

The arrival of dear Mr. Clarke and our 
Jamaica friends has much strengthened my 
hands and comforted my heart. I know not 
how sufficiently to bless our good God for all 
he has done for them, and do hope that our 
Jamaica friends will be made real blessings to 
their father-land. 


ASIA. 


MONGHIR. 


Mr. Lawrence writes to a relative, March 5th— 


I had the pleasure of receiving your letter 
of Dec, 27th, 1843, about the 23rd of last 
month. Many thanks for the kind sympathy 
which it expresses for us, and for your prayers 
on our account. We were truly glad to learn 
that your own health, and that of dear sister 
and your family, continued good. Although 
I cannot say so much of my own dear wife 
and family, yet I have reason to be thankful 
that they have been somewhat better during 
the cold season than they were last autumn, 
and my own health has been excellent. The 
warm weather is now coming on, and we 
much fear it will exceedingly try both our 
children ; but as it is impossible to avoid 
this, we must leave them in the hands of 
Him who knows what is good for them and 
for us better than we do, Whatever afflictions 


or bereavements may yet overtake us, of this | 


I am conscious, that I deserve them all, and 
more than all the pain and sorrow they can 
possibly inflict. I do not regard these afflic- 
tions as mysterious; they are a part of the 
economy of mercy, and I should be ready to 
suspect myself not included in the covenant 
of grace were I without them. May the 
God of all grace, after that we have suffered 
awhile, make us perfect, “‘stablish, strengthen, 
settle us.” Since I wrote to you last, 1 have 


been from home for about three weeks, visit- 


ing a number of villages to the north of this 
station, Many~of these villages had never 
before been visited by any missionary, and 
consequently the greater part of the inha- 
bitants were ignorant of the gospel. I was 
accompanied by Mr, Harter and two of our 
native preachers. We left home on the 11th 
of January, taking with us a small tent, just 
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enough to shelter us from the sun by day 
and the dews by night, a few clothes, some 
food, cooking utensils, and a man to cook for 
us. Our baggage was put upon a bullock 
hackery, or cart, the driver of which added 
another to our company. We generally 
started early in the morning, walked six, 
eight, or ten miles, until we came to a central 
village, where we pitched our tent, and re- 
mained one, two, or more days, according to 
the number of villages and opportunities of 
preaching which we found in the neighbour- 
hood. In our journey we had to cross a 
tract of country about eighteen miles in 
breadth, which in the rains is all under 
water, and is now covered with a very long 
kind of grass, a fine harbour for jackalls and 
tigers. Not one of these animals, however, 
gave us any alarm, although one morning we 
passed close to a spot where, on the previous 
night, a tiger had killed a buffaloe; and 
another day we passed close to a place where 
an alligator (supposed to have come from a 
neighbouring lake) had been killed by some 
villagers a few hours before. In one part of 
this jungle, or waste land, we beheld innu- 
merable white ant-hills, rising to the height 
of nine, ten, or twelve feet, having a circum- 
ference at the base of ten or twelve paces, 
and contracting gradually towards the top, 
like a sugar-loaf. We had the curiosity to 
examine one or two of them. We found the 
outside wall so hard that it was with difficulty 
Mr. Harter cut a hole through it with a 
hatchet ; it was three or four inches thick, 
and in some places more. There appeared 
inside a number of hollow passages, three or 
four inches in diameter, running from the 
top to the bottom of the hill, and in these 
passages there was deposited a comb of earth, 
very much resembling a piece of sponge both 
in appearance and texture ; and these combs 
were filled with eggs. Some of these hills 
must have been standing for many years, for 
trees of the thickness of a man’s body had 
grown out of the tops of some of them, and 
had become quite decayed with age. At 
another stage of our journey we passed very 
extensive mangoe groves, in which we saw 
herds of fifty or a hundred monkeys, who 
looked impudent enough to do us much mis- 
chief, but withal were cunning enough to 
keep out of our way. In the mangoe season 
they devour immense quantities of mangoes, 
but the natives regard them with superstitious 
veneration as objects of worship, because one 
of their gods became a monkey, assumed the 
name of Hanuman, and became the general 
of Ram’s army when he went to conquer 
Lunka, or Ceylon as it is now called The 
image of this monkey ged, with an immense 
long tail, is an object of worship, and is 
found in Hindu temples throughout the 
. length and breadth of the land. In conse- 

quence of this veneration of the monkey, 
ese mischievous brutes have the privilege 
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of roaming about wherever they please with- 
out molestation. Our reception in the yil- 
lages during this tour was often yery painful. 
In several villages they seemed to be greatly 
afraid of us, forbid our preaching, and tried to 
get rid of us as fast as they could. The 
Brahmins (who are very numerous in this 
district), as though afraid their ancient 
‘craft’? was in danger, assembled all their 
forces, and did-all that words and noise could 
do to oppose us. They not only said all they 
could say in defence of their own religion, 
but abused us, and our cause, and denounced 
some of what the Hindus regard as the most 
terrible curses upon the people if they con- 
tinned to listen to us. Such as, “If you 
stand to listen to these people any longer you 
shall all be considered as having eaten beef ; 
and your mothers and daughters shall all be 
defiled.” Of the terror with which some of 
the more superstitious regarded these curses 
you may form some idea from the fact, that 
the instant they were pronounced they fled to 
their houses as though a lion were pursuing 
them. However, in some of the villages we 
had more encouragement. Many of the poorer 
people, and of the lower castes, heard us with 
attention and gladness ; and were it not for 
the Brahmins, the gospel to all ap »earances 
would soon make an impression upon them ; 
but they-are so ignorant, so helpless in every 
thing, and so completely under the power of 
the Brahmins, that nothing but a strong faith 
in the power of divine truth can inspire one 
with any hope of their conversion to Chris- 
tianity. During this tour I have more than 
ever felt the utter inefficiency of all human 
efforts to convert the Hindus, and the im- 
perative call there is for us all to pray more, 
and to rely more simply and entirely upon 
divine power, At one of the principal vil- 
Jages which we visited there lives an old 
mendicant who has acquired a very extensive 
popularity by his poetic talents and wit. He 
has composed a volume of several hundred 
bhujaus, or sacred hymns, and many pro- 
verbs. He has many hundreds of disciples, 
even Brahmins, who look upon him as some- 
thing more than human, and worship him as 
a god, presenting him with offerings of money, 
sweetmeats, food, &c., &e. And he has ac- 
quired such an influence over them that he 
can do with them just as he pleases. Yet 
this man is a base and thorough hypocrite. 
When alone with Christians he will frankly 
acknowledge his hypocrisy, and confess that 
all he does is for the sake of popularity. 
is altogether a most extraordinary character, 
and one of the devils right-hand men. _ 

In the neighbourhood of the above village 
there lives an indigo planter, with whom we 
had some acquaintance ; we therefore made 
his house our head-quarters for a few days. 
The name of this planter is John Christian. 
His father is a Jew, and he was nothing better 
until about two or three years ago; but now 


\ 


He 


ove 
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he appears to have become a Christian in- 
deed. 


We returned from our journey the 2nd of | 


February, having been favoured with health 
and strength during the whole time of our 
absence; and though I was obliged to walk 
several days many hours in the sun, yet I 
was only troubled with one or two slight 
headaches, which soon left me. I had great 
cause for thankfulness that nothing of a pain- 
ful nature had occurred during our absence, 
either in the family or in the church. The 
week following our return brother Parsons 
went out, accompanied by Mr. Harter and 
three native brethren, and remained out for 
three weeks. They returned in safety and 
health last week, though they had been rob- 
bed of all their clothes and other articles, 
among which was a valuable watch, given to 
Mr. Parsons by his uncle Dyer. The thieves, 
however, either out of compassion or fear, 
brought back all their things, and threw them 
down near to their tent ; so they lost nothing 
but a few rupees and a brass vessel or two 
belonging to the native brethren. Qur itin- 
erating must cease now for this season, as the 
weather is becoming too warm. x 
You inquire which is the best time to 
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arrive in India. Undoubtedly at the com- 
mencement of the cold season is the best 
season, that is, about the close of October or 
the beginning of November, because it is 
universally allowed to be the most healthy 
| and the most comfortable season of the year. 
Any time, however, between the end of Oc- 
tober and the beginning of March may be 
considered favourable, but from June to Sep- 
tember, I should say, is a very unfavourabie 
time to arrive in this country, because it is 
the most sickly season of the year, particularly 
at Calcutta, This I believe to be the general 
opinion, and accords with the general prac- 
| tice among the servants of government when 
| they can command their own time. Some, 
however, are of opinion that it is of little con- 
sequence, on the ground that the European 
constitution can better stand the climate on 
its first arrival than afterwards. I believe I 
have given you the information you require 
about our schools in a former letter, There 
are two schools, containing together about 
forty boys. The masters are Christians, mem- 
bers of our church. They teach their scholars 
to read the gospels, No other books are used 
in the schools excepting spelling books. They 
are under my superintendence. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


BIRMINGHAM. 


On Thursday evening, May the 23rd, Mr. 
Jonathan Makepeace, of Stepney College, 
was set apart in Bond Street Chapel, to mis- 
sionary work. Mr. Roe introduced the ser- 
vices by reading the scriptures and prayer. 
Mr. Saffery delivered the introductory ad- 
dress, in which he described the city of 
Muttra (to which Mr. Makepeace has been 
appointed), and gave an account of the 
labours of Mr. Phillips, who is stationed 
there. Mr. Swan asked the usual questions, 
and Dr. Hoby offered up solemn prayer to 
God. Mr. Morgan (the pastor of Mr. Make- 
peace) gave the charge from 1 Cor. ii, 2. It. 
was a singularly appropriate and impressive 
address, and we lament we are not able to 
ae the report of it with which we have 

een kindly furnished, The service lasted 
from half-past six till half-past nine o’clock ; 
during which protracted period the attention 
and interest of a densely crowded congregation 
was sustained without any abatement, 


On Wednesday evening, May the 22nd, a 
special prayer meeting was held in Bond 


Street Chapel, on behalf of Mr. and Mrs, ~ 


Makepeace, both members of the church 
assembling there. It was a season of dee 
and solemn interest, nor will it ever be for- 
gotten by those who were then permitted to 
mingle their affectionate and fervent supplica- 
tions at the mercy seat. 

On the preceding Lord’s day evening Mr. 
Makepeace preached his farewell sermon, 
addressed chiefly to the young, from Hebrews 
xii. 17. It was a tender, earnest, and faithful 
address to his acquaintances, and the friends 
and associates of his early years. We anti- 
cipate from these successive services much 
and lasting good to those amongst whom they 
were held, and to the mission, ; 


Mr. Makepeace was married in Bond Stree 


Chapel on Wednesday, May the 15th, to Miss 


K. Lawden, youngest daughter of the late 
Mr. Thoma fe ; “Ht 


awden, of Birmingham, Her 
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persevering and successful labours in the 
Sunday-schools, and other departments of 
Christian effort, have endeared her in an 
extraordinary degree to her friends and a 
large circle of religious connexions. Thou- 
sands of prayers follow her and her beloved 
husband to their distant and important sphere 


Q 
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of labour. They embarked Saturday, May 
the 25th, at Gravesend, on board the ‘‘ Mary 
Catherine,” for Calcutta. Many of their 
friends from Birmingham, with the fellow- 
students of Mr. Makepeace, accompanied 
them to the ship, and commended them to 
God. 


LIVERPOOL. 


Some fears were entertained, says a corres- 
pondent at Liverpool, as to the success of 
our meetings this year, in consequence of our 
having invited no deputation for the Lord’s 
day—each pastor preaching in his own pulpit 
—and limiting ourselves for the public meet- 
ings to your excellent representative in the 
north, Mr. Saffery, and our beloved neighbour 
Mr. Tucker, of Manchester. We experienced, 
howeyer, no diminution of interest, and none 
of pecuniary contributions; while, as it 
seemed to many of us, we gained in the quiet 
and devout tone of our proceedings. We 
were aided by our brethren of the presby- 
terian and independent denominations, with 
whom our congregations are on terms of the 
greatest cordiality ; and by a happy coinci- 


dence, similar to what occurred to us at our 
last meetings, a vessel came into our port 
from Fernando Po, on Monday, bringing 
despatches from our dear brethren on that 
island. Mr. Saffery opened them, although 
addressed to you, and delighted us at our 
tea-meeting with their fresh and delightful 
contents, We have already one ‘‘ Cameroons’ 
Clothing Society ” hard at work, and hope to 
hear of more in the course of the year, so as 
to meet Mr. Merrick’s demands. 


Our Welsh churches are evincing a grows 
ing interest in the mission, Their ministers 
join in our services, but for the sake of their 
people they are to have a series of meetings 
next week in their own tongue. 


LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES. 


AFRICA ...sceeeeee VA TSR Alves cage tiemscekcseiecess Clarke, J.....,..00« Dec, 9 to Jan. 16. 
CLARENCE: aiscencaccussesee Clarke, J........00° Feb. 20 and 2], March 5 and 
19 to 25. 
Fuller, A. ......... Feb. 20. 
Merrick, J......... Feb. 20, March 11. 
Prince, G. K...... Feb, 20. 
Saker, A........ ..-Feb, 20, March 16. 
Sturgeon, T....... Feb. 21 
GrauHaAm’s TowN......... . Nelson, T.,& anor. March 29. 
AMERICA......-.. BRANTFORD....00s0ceceeee ..- Winterbotham, J.Feb. 8. 
FREDERICTON ......00000000 Smith, J. T........March 25, 
Spurden, C.........May 9. 
MONTREAL... ...00eceecen eee Girdwood, J.......May 11. 
QUEBEC .i-..5s.c8eennaee ....Cramp, J. M...... May 25. — 
ABTA Gs ckacee cede SA GR Atte otevtasiassness -eseeee Williams, R....... March 20 and 21. 
CALCUTTA... c0dseceseces ..Evans, W. W....Feb. 14. 
Do., & J. Mack,..Feb 16. 
Thomas, J..,......Feb. 12 and 19, March 13 and 
19, April 19. 
‘Wenger, J.........Feb, 17, March 14, 
COLOMBO ...serssegncreces sees Daniel, E.......... Feb. 15, March 18, 2 
; DACCA cesses cccsssecsseseeseseRobinson, W.....-March 20, 
ENTALLY  .ssceveeseeeessee- Small, Gy o....e0ee March 18. 
Pearce, G.......... March 12; 


DESSORE .ooeyecsrseevsvveeees 


Parry, J....00+.++.Feb. 8. 
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ABUA ceuil< dn salgge ADDY Geb asc ecncpndendsasexone Birt, M. O. J.....March 22. 
Dawson, C. C.....March 22. 
IM ADE AST. , ccsviccedovtee stood Small, G.. 26st Feb. 13 
(IWIGEER SS . Alves vis doctavoewene’ Smylie, H.......... Jan. 26 
IMONGHIR.... ,ocecessccescosqee Lawrence, J.......March 11. 
Parsons, Je....0-<. March 2, 
EOD URA. sve sctcessevastrerae Phillips, Diiac.es'es Feb. 17, March 21, April 20. 
PADNAs.ssccweasteuseweeteceaen Beddy, "Has casssas March —. 
SAMARANG .ccsecescscessees Brickner, G. .... Nov. 1, Dec. 4. 
BAHAMAS.....0005 NASSAU sveceusvasueesmengees Capern, H......... March 5 and 12, May 13. 


Honpuras 


JAMAICA ..... 


Littlewood, W....Jan. 30, Feb, 13. 
Rycroft, W. K.,.April 4, May 13. 
Turk’s ISLAND .......,.... Littlewood, W...March 29, April 5. 


Vaus WORE: ALK eG satsgassssnpanrp ees Jenkins, J.......... April 5 and 17, May 16 and 
20, June 8. 
ODES ycdlica: pace ....-dune 6, 
..Off JACMEL...,..,200+.0+s--E hillippo, J. M...Mareh 15, 
Port au PLAT ...... ...-..0 ones, J.,& othersFeb. 25. 
Rycroft, W. K...Feb. 26. 
Jute BELIZE avivevecanscaectcacass -Henderson, A. .,..One letter, no date (received 
April 2), April 16, 
Be ERG Si Ae ecicke: seseeeeeesEbillippo, J, M.,.March 11. 
ALEXANDRIA ...,,..0scceee Newbegin, W,....March 4, April 20. 
ANNOTTA BAY ..,....0009-2Liloyd, Ws ..+.--ne0 Feb, 19. 
Teg WV icweais .eeess March 20. 
BELLE CASTLE ,...,..004 Kingdon, J........Feb, 19, May 6. 
BETHANY ..... saiticeenue. bas Dutton, H. J. ....Feb. 21, 
BETHUTEPHIL............ .... Pickton, T, B.....Feb. 8, May 6. 
CAT AB AR A aidors can cescas eter EBON G'S slavierveses Feb. 20, March 7 & 19, April 
2 and 18. 
CLARENDON... cscecceseceses Clg) ceuvaes ..March 6, 
FALMOUTH. .......ccceccseces Kanibb;. "Te W cece. April 5. 
Yarnold, S. R.....March 2 
Fouyuer’s FIELD............ Hume, W.......... March 7. 
GurRneEy’s Mount..,....... Woolley, E........ Feb. 14. 
SERTOHO vavasceosgae Pee Hewett, E......... April 5, May 6. 
KER PTBRING. <. sc cssssscnses Knibb, W....... «Feb. 19, March 1, April 2 
and 27, May 6. 
KINGSTON: «.10<.ccseedeesseo Evans, G. P...... Feb. 20. 


Graham, R. .......March 5, 

Oughton, S........One letter, no date (received 
March 25), March 22, One 
letter, no date (received 


May 23.) 
Wood, J. H.......Feb. 20, March 6, May 7. 
LUCHA... .0-0s-000eseeeeeeeeeFrancies, E. J.....Feb, 21, April 18. 
Monreco Bay..............Abbott, T. F...... April 29. 


Do., and others... April 29, 
Cornford, P. H...One letter, no date, received 
March 25, 
Moonr Carry..............Burchell, T........Feb. 20, March 7, April 4 
~<, and 19. 
Mount Neso............... Armstrong, C. ..,.Feb. 20, 
OcHo R1068.............0+6.Millard, Bis... = .Feb. 20, 
Oxp Harsoor .............Taylor, H. C..... -May 6. 
Port i ainnah scien, ee Days Ditey len «Feb. 20, March 5, May 6. 
Bands, Teun -May 6, > 
PROVIDENCE................May, J,..........6-April 29, 


Sr, Ann’s Bay #oth....cAbboth, T. F.,....Feb, 19, March 5. 


. 
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JAMAICA ......00 SaLTER’s H1tt............. Dendy, W...... ... Feb. 19, May 3. 
SAVANNA-LA-Mar........ Hutchins, J:.,,..,. Feb. 20 and 28, 
SPANISH TOWN .......5008- Dowson, T.......... Feb. 24, April 7. 


Oughton,S., & ors. Feb. 25. 
Phillippo, J. M... April 1 and 20, 


STAGE Ys Villu. Bcs.evaeseseens Beckford, H....... April 28. 

STEWART TOWN........0005 Dexter BeB.acss Feb. 11 and 14, May 4. 

VADER CEIONE baccccrntsesce.< Byans, Ga Pasoe March —, May 7. 

WALDENSIA,....:0.cs00scecae Henderson, J. E..Feb, 15, April 30, 
TRINIDAD ....... Port OF SPAIN.........000 Cowen, Gi... ...... Feb. 20, March 7, 20, & 31, 


April 20, May 6. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following friends— 

Miss Julia S. Payne, Chesham, for a box of books, apparel, and haberdashery, for Rev. E. 
Daniel, Ceylon ; 

Miss Rowe, Brighton, for a parcel of clothing ; 

Miss Daniel, Bristol, for eight volumes of magazines ; 

P, M., for one volume of the New Evangelical Magazine ; 

Mr. S. Young, Ryde, for twenty-two numbers of the Eclectic Review ; 

Mr. J, M. Ward, Romford, for a parcel of books, for Rev. C. C. Dawson, Kandy ; 

Mrs. Gouldsmith, Hackney, for a parcel of books, to Rey. J. M. Cramp, for the Montreal 
College Library ; 

Mr. May, Burton Latimer, for a box of clothing, for Rev. J. May, Bethsalem ; 

Anon. Newport, for a parcel of pamphlets ; 

Mr. John Rogers, Wotton under Edge, for a bale of magazines ; 

Anon, for a truss of books, &e., for Rev. J. M. Phillippo’s Normal School, Spanish Town ; 

Friends, at Halifax, by Rev. S. Whitewood, for a parcel of clothing, for Africa ; 

Female friends, Folkstone, by Rev. D. Parkins, for a box of clothing, &e., for Rev. J. 
Clarke, Africa ; 

Messrs. Hunt, Burton on Trent, fora box of haberdashery, for Mrs, Sturgeon ; 

Mr. John Clarke, Long Buckby, for a box of clothing, &c., for Rev. H. Cupern, Nassau ; 

Mr. Dyde (deceased), for a parcel of books, for the Jamaica Theological Institution ; 

Anon. Berwick, for a box of clothing, and American papers, for Africa ; 

Miss Fisher, Islington, for a box of clothing, for Rev. P, H. Cornford, Montego Bay ; 

Mrs. Allen, Birmingham, for Rachel Howard’s Scripture Questions, for Mount Moriah, 
Jamaica ; 

Mr. Robert Vears, New Park Street, for six volumes of the Baptist Magazine ; 

The British and Foreign Bible Society, for a grant of Spanish Scriptures, for Trinidad ; 

The British and Foreign School Society, for grants of school materials, for Revs. T. B. 
Pickton, a2 Tinson, J. M. Phillippo, and J. Kingdon ; a 

Friends, at Reading, for a box of clothing and haberdashery, for Rev. J. M. Phillippo ; 

Mr. Anstie, Devizes, for a case of globes, maps, and books, for Rev. J. Kingdon ; 


W. B. Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill, for a timepiece, for the New Mission House. Tee 


Mr. Sturgeon desires gratefully to acknowledge the receipt of two boxes of useful and fancy 
articles, and a box of ironmongery, from Rev. J. Hargreaves and friends at Waltham 
Abbey ; 

A box of apparel, from Rev. J. New = friends, Salisbury ; 
A box of apparel and books, from Miss Gould and friends, Loughton ; 
A parcel of useful and fancy articles, from Mrs. Davies and friends, Tottenham ; 
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A parcel, from Mrs, Young, Addlestone ; 

A parcel, from Mrs. Gibbs and frionds, Potter Street ; 
Moffat’s “ Labours and Scenes in South Africa,” from a young friend ; 
“The Nestorians, or the Lost Tribes,” from ditto. 


ARTICLES FOR AFRICA. 


Our friends will see from the Herald of this month that the numerous presents 
for the use of the African Mission have been duly received at Fernando Po. They 
have formed the principal medium of exchange, and have thus proved of service 
to the Society, while they have improved the temporal condition of the people. 


Our brethren have asked for fresh supplies of the following articles ; and if our 
friends can forward any of them to the Mission House they will be peculiarly wel- 
come, and will be forwarded in the course of a month. 

Romals and pieces of coloured cotton or calico (fast colours), copper rods, axes, 
cutlasses (for cutting cane, &c.), hatchets, coopers’ adzes, grindstones, nails, 
locks, bolts, knives (of all sorts), Jamaica hoes, fish-hooks, flannel, quicklime in 


casks. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


| 


=>, 


$ & s.-d. 
ANNUAL COLLECTIONS IN LONDON 


AND ITS VICINITY. 


Artillery Street. 
Camberwell ...s.....ceeeee 
Clapham (in addition to 

£6 previously acknow- 

Ved Gothic csssccvssconssetees 
Greenwich, London St.. 4 
Fgh gate cesvesscseseersreoes ’ 


Keppel Street .......... oe 
Lambeth, Regent Street 14 
Maze Pond ......... apeite, Be 
New Park Street......... 20 
Poplar, Cotton Street... 5 16 
Salters’ Hall ......0...0000 15 17 
Spencer Place, Goswell 

ROAG; cvovescoyesevvsvcustee 
Walworth, Horsley St... 


Nwowooon 
as Norooncoooso 


Annual Subscriptions. 


Benham, Mr. James..... 
Giles, Edward, Esq. 
Hislop, Mrs, ...,...3..600 
Matravers, MT.........0066 
Watkins, Mrs., by C. B. 
Robinson, Esq........+5 
Contributions Transfer- 
redfrom Baptist Colo- 
nial Society— 
Aldis, Rev. J........c008 
Benham, J. L., Esq... 
Blackmore, W., Esq. . 
Bousfield, J., Esq...... 
Bousfield, Mrs. W. ... 
_ Cartwright, Mr. R. ... 
Christopherson, Mr.H 
Davies, Rev. J. J....... 
Grays DroJ;,cicisvhectene 


0 
id 
1 
1 
1 


co eo08 


J 


SCORE HE NHS 
SOMKHHEENDHS 
@acssosssos 


ee 


of May, 1844. 


8 
Hanson, J., Esq. ...... b ag 
Harwood, J. U., Esq. 1 1 
Heath, Mr. Job........- L 
Jackson, Samuel, Esq. 2 
Jacobson, Miss! 
Kitson, G., Esq......... 
os ROW. Gecsceess 

owe, George, Esq.... 
May, ic mace Be 
Moore, Mr. M 


Penny, John, Esq...... 
Pewtress, T., Esq...... 
Saunders, A., Esq...... 
Shenstone, Rey. J. B. 
Shippen, Mrs. ......... 
Spurden, Mr...,... 
Tritton, J., Esq, 
Vines, C., Esq. 
Walkden, Mr. 
Waters, Mrs.... 


BH EHR OHR HE HH COOH OCONONH 

cod 

o 
escoocesosossoomascscesoosooo® 


| Srcnesewn 


Donations. 
A Friend to Missions... 5 
Kightley, Mrs., for India 
Wedgwood, Mrs, 
Do., for Hayti ........ 


“Legacy. 
Brookes, Rev. G., late of ~ 
Bewdley ........... ered 10 0 0 


_—_—_ 


oo 939 
oo, oo 


Lonpon AND MrppLEesex 
AUXILIARIES. 


Master W., as 
Collected by wu. 3 6 9 


£3. d, 
Fuller, Masters R. & 
Pearce, ditto, for 
Britally sescssssd.cacet 011 0 
Huntley, Miss....A.S. 1 1 0 
John Street .........0..... 50 0 0 
Maze Pond— 
Contributions ........, 819 8 


Do., Sunday School, 
elder female class 1 5 0 
Do., Ladies’ Asso- 
ciation, by Mrs. 
Haighton.....F.E. 7 7 0 
Meard’s Court ....... Sheee: darks 20) 
Trinity Chapel, Borough— 
Sunday School... 0 7 4 
Walworth, Lion Street— 
Female Missionary So- 
ciety, Collection, for 
PE ATACSLe lc oce seis. savape 419 2 


Walworth, Horsley Street— 


Ladies’ Association... 4 8 4 

Juvenile Society— ; 
For Ceylon School... 8 0 0 
For Africa...... Pcie ies 


West Drayton (propor- 


tion of £6 4s.) ......... 4 0 0 
BEDFORDSHIRE. 

Biggleswade— " 
Collections.......:..4..0. 11 8 2 
Contributions ... ¥ 2 
0 
Sali} 
6 

Gamlingay— , 
Collection ...sscccecceees 73 18 1 
Contributions .........24 15 6 
Do., Sunday School 014 2 


£3. da 
Shefford— ee 
Collection. ......s..0000. 115 8 
Contributions 4158 0 
BERKSHIRE, 
Newbury, on account... 16 0 0 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Olney— 
Collections........ seeeiics 10. 8.1 
Contributions ......... 7-16 9 
Do., Sunday School, 
for ASTICA .....000 8 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Soham— 
Collection (moiety), by 
Rey. F. R. Moore... 112 6 
CorRNWALL. 
Penzance— 
Collections .......cccseree 
Contributions 
St. Austell........... 
DEVONSHIRE. 
Bradninch— 
Contributions, by Miss 
Bowden ...... sone Se 3. 6-0 
Plymouth— 


Legacy of the late Mr. 
Gibson, by the Rey. 
S. Nicholson, for 


SCHOOIS, ...0re0000000000. 17 16 6 
Essex. 
Writtle— 

Challis, Mr. W....A.S. 1 0 0 
Dowson, Mr. Jos..do. 1 0 0 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Woodchester— 
Leonard, Mrs., and 
friends, for Ceylon 
BGHOOU sseveretercrremnce 6-0 20 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Berkhampstead— 


Baldwin, Mr. J.,.A.S. 1 0 0 


—_— 


4 
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£8. @. 
Kenrt. 
Eynsford— 
Contributions, on ac- 
count, by Rev. J. H. 
Whitbread.......... 15 0 0 
LANCASHIRE, 
Isle of Man— 
Hudson, Miss, Mis- 
sionary Box by...... 0 10 6 
NorTrTrINGHAMSHIRE. 
Carlton— 
Friends, by Mr. Wil- 
TAMU teaanoscrvescesesnes Bs tea’ 
OXFORDSAIRE. 
Banbury— 
Payne, Mr......,...A.8, 010 0 
SoMERSETSHIRE. 
Bristol— 
Contributions, balance 
of last year’s ac- 
COUN wcisaciecsceeiee 138 4 9 
Do., on account of 
current year ...... 283 18 8 
SURREY. 
Kingston— 
Collection vcsiccccussesses 6a 3.6 
Contributions .......... 4 8 6 
WARWICKSHIRE. 


Birmingham, Bond Street— 
Contribs., for Muttra 8 0 0 


WILTSHIRE. 
Wits AND EAsT SOMERSET 
AUXILIARY— 
Beckington— 
Collections & Con- 


tributions.......... 5 0 0 
Chapmanslade— 
Collection .......-.0+ re 
Contributions ....... 2 0 6 
Do., Sun. School 014 6 
Chippenham— 
Collection ........+.+ = 2-100 
Contributions ...... 613 6 
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a 8 a 
Corsham— 
Collections & Sub- 
scriptions ......... 133,00 
Devizes— 
Collections............ 13-9. 6. 
Contributions ...... 25 9 1 
Do., Sun. School, 
for Entally...... 40 0 
Laverton— 
Collections & Sub- 
scriptions ......... 3.0 
Melksham— 
Collections............ 50 9. 
Contributions ...... 37-0. 2 
Do., Sun. School. 2 3 2 


Norton St. Philip’s— 
Foster, Miss, Mis- 


sionary Box by... 1 8 9 
Penknap— 
CollectionS.........000 315 6 
Contributions ...... 44 6 
Westbury— 
Collection ......,..0+ 55-6: 2 
Contributions ...... 3.19 10 
141 6 0 
Acknowledged before 
and expenseS,......-. 58 4 0 
83 2° 0 
Be Ow ree and ee 
by Mr. J. E. Evans... 7416 4 
NortH WALES. 
ANGLESEA— 
Rhydwyn— 
Collection ..s.0.... 316 4 
SCOTLAND. 
Banff— 
Nicol, Mrs., by Mr. 
D. Macallan, for 
Schools in India..... 014 0 
Edinburgh— 
Collection, by Rey. C. 
Anderson, for Orien- 
tal Translations. ....101 15 1 
Stewartfield— 
Society for religious 
purposes in con- 
nexion with the 


Congregational Ch., 
by Mr. D. Macallan 2 0 0 


The particulars of the Liverpool Contributions for 1843 are as follows— 


Balance brought soto £ 8. z. 
fron 1842... 10 
Lime Street Ch: 

J. Lister— 
Collections.......+ssese0» 
Ladies’ Auxiliary (mo- 

iety),, 
Subscriptions— 

Cooke, Mrs., Ever- 

TON sereresmocseroraes 

Cearns, Mrs. .. 

Cunningham, Mi 

Dobson, Mr ......... 

Eglington, Mr. 

Gibson, Mr.,... 

Godfrey, Mr. .. 

Houghton, Mr.. 

Johnson, Mr. J... 


vRev. 
Dim Bee, 
411 6 


e 


a 


eet 
NE CHEHEONSO 


NH OHPHEFONSG 


Seancecooon 


= £8. d. 
Lister; Mricdican lee L.0 
Maynard, Mr... 010 6 
Pearce, Mr... 010 6 
Rushton, Mr. 5 +5..0 
Thompson, Mr. here Et) 
Pickford, Mr... LS0c0 
Cooke, Mr.... Se den! 
Lister, Rev. J........ 010 0 
Rushton, Miss....... 1 1 0| 
Holmes, Messrs..... 4 2 0 
Soho Street Chapel, Rev. 
R. B. Lancaster— 
Collection %........ as ONES 2 
le ala us Miss 
eater ween Ao O50 


Pembreke Chapel, ‘Rey. 
C. M. Birrell— 


= £ 
CollectionS........-0+++06 64 
Quarterly | Contribu- 
tions .. 
Great Cross-hall Street 
Chapel, Welsh— 
Collections ........ ».. Dae 
Sir Thomas’ Buildings 
Chapel, Welsh,.. 


we 
a 


Collection .... 211 0 
Stanhope Street ‘Chapel, 
Welsh— 
Collection .... Pepe: Fae face: 
Sidney Street “Chapel, 
Scotch Baptist— a 
Collection ........... 7. 6 1 8 


Public Meeting, Collec- 
TOD) crassvcctsscasiyersersey 20 3 LO 


Se | a ee 
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Eee Peels £3d £& 8. d 
Children’s Public Meet- Ridgway, J., Esq....... se a Waterhouse," Mrs., 
ing, dittowisc Ante ne 8 Yates, R. V., Esq...... booms be Rake Lane......+.++ on? OF *0 
Tea Meeting, surplus... 715 0; Blackburn, Thos.,Eaq. 1 1 0 By Rev. J. Lister— 
General Subscriptions, Kaye, Thomas, Esq.... 1 1 0 A Friend.......+.. 010 0 
by Mr. Jos. Jones— Steains, Arthur, Esq.. 010 0 Miss B........0. setsvaee 2 0 0 
Heyworth, L., Esq... 2 0 0 Crosfield, John, Esq... 1 0 0| Wrexham, Collections.. 13 0 0 
Heyworth, James,Esq. 1 0 0 Wardle, J., Esq., Ches- = 
Cropper, Edward, Esq. 2 2 0 COX nscstateaaieanaeeey a6 408 5 3 
Cooke, Isaac, Esq...... ASP ALE SQ Hampton, F., Esq..... 2 2 0} 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JUBILEE FUND, 
From the 1st of March to the 31st ofMay , 1844. 


cent Sec Bo slid 6H <a 
London— Halifax, by Rev. P. J. Adamson, Mr. J. ...... 610 0 
Davies, Mrs., Wal- Saffery, for do.— Carrington, Messrs... 1 0 0 
thamstow, for Miss. Whiteley, Mr. S........ Poo Eskrigge, T., Esq...... 2 0 0 
PV CBEEL \csssusesanteeteos 1 0 0} Kendal, by do., for do.— Hollins, E., Esq........ 1 Oe 
Peto, S. M., Esq.. for Braithwaite, I., Esq... 3 0 0 Howard, Cephas, Esq. 1 0 0 
QUO Pascddactecavetee 50° -0*-0 Carter, Mrsaizgecsassiz 010 0 Howard, Jesse, Esq... 00 
Little Wild St., Sun- Crewdson, W.D., Esq. 10 0 0 Leech, James, Esq..... 10 90 
day School, for ditto 010 0 Fisher, Miss Son! eee ee!) Marshall and Sons, 
Bacup, by Rev. P. J. Mand, Mrs... - 010 0 mace OO 
Saffery, for do.— Marriott, Mrs. ......... 010 0 Nelstrop, W., Esq... 010 0 
Carter, Mrs. James... 1 0 0 Wakefield, E. Esq. ... 20 0 0 Sums under 10s, ...... 015 0 
Dawson, Rev. T. ...... 1 0 0 Whitwell, Mrs.......... 2 0 0 | Sunderland, by do., for do.— 
Howorth, Mrs. Susan 1 0 0 Whitwell, E., Esq... 2 2 0 Willis Mer: Fz: sscsavssccas 2 0-0 
Howorth, Miss ......... 1-0 0 Whitwell, W., Esq.... 2 0 0 Hills, William Henry 010 0 
Stansfield, Mr. J....... 010 0 Wilson, Mrs. W........ 1 0 0 Hills, Emma M.......... 010 0 
Whitaker, Mrs. and Sums under 10s......... 015 6 Hills, Rowland......... 010 6 
Miss......0..00+.2se00008 5 0 0} Leeds, by do., for do.— Hills, Isabel ............ 010 0 
Whitaker, Mr. ......... 1 0 0} Marshall, James G., Hills, Sarah Anne..... 010 0 
Whitaker, Mr. Ed- DE ne ae eS 10 0 0} Hills, Joseph John... 010 0 
mund........ «- 1 0 0} Maryport, by do., for do.— Sutton on Trent, by Rev. 
Sums under 10s. 012 6; Anderson, Rev. H...... 010 0| J. Edge, for do.......... 0 
Bildestone— Cocks, Mr. Robert.... 1 0 0 | Swansea— 
Ball, Mr. Be ic. cecvscesee 072 6 Fletcher, Mr. Joseph 1 0 0 Bliss, | Rev. Tisvasssien 25 0 0 
Blackburn— Penny, Miss ........03 2 6) Swimbridge, Collection.. 018 0 
Collected by Miss Ann RAG MTN: san. oataecanesas 010 0} Swindon, by Mr. W. B. 
BUNLOM wieceacencessses 110 0} Portsea, by Mr. B. H. Wearing, for Mission- 
Bradford, Yorkshire, by Hinton, for do — ary Vessel— 
Rey. P. J. Saffery, for Ellyett, Mr. . 0 Maa) Jordan, Mr. J. B., 
Missionary Vessel— Hinton, Mr. 010 0 Wanborough ......... lo 0 
Brogden, John, Esq... 2 2 0 Lemmon, Mr... i He Wearing, Mr............ 010 0 
Ellis and Priestman, Redward, Mr........... 1 0 0 Sums under 10s......... 0 7 6 
IMIORST Sv -0 che cccksovers T0"0 Young, Miss ............ 010 0} Torrington, by Mr. Vey- 
Tilingworth, M., Esq. 5 0 0 Sums under l0s. ...... 1 3 6 sey, for do.— 
Osborne, G., jun.,Esq. 1 0 0] Preston, by Rey. P. J. Manning, Mrs.......... 2 0.0 
Carlisle, by do., for do— Saffery— Veysey, Mr ...ccjo.cceen) 2) 8) 0 
Dixon, J., Esq.......... 500 Blakey, Mr........ vases 1 0 O}] Warminster— 
- pti Seater four Ts-0 0 Hamilton, 2 0 0| Stent, Mr., for do...... 010 0 
ockermouth, 8S Harrison, - 2 OSS ~y 
G. T. Banks, fordo.... 0 5 0| Lewis, Mr. Ete TE teas 618% 0: 
Damerham— Sheffield, Portmahon— : z ; 
Rhodes, Rey. W., for Jubilee Tea Meeting, 1 8 6 | Winchester— 
Ov esacstehas sueeeeeeee 1 0 0] South Zeal, Devon— Whitchurch, J., Esq., 
Exeter, by Mr. W. Da- Knapman, Edward... 0 6 0 by Rey. P.J.Saffery 5 0 0 
vies, for do.— Stockport, by Rey. P. J. Wokingham— 
Dymond, R., Esq...... 010 0 Saffery, for Mission- ’ Heelas, J., Esq., for 
Sillifant, J.,jun., Esq. 2 0 0 ary Vessel— Missionary Vessel... 2 0 0 


Sums under 10s. ...... 0 7 6| Ashworth, T., Hsq...., 2 0 0 


In the acknowledgment of the “Legacy ” of “ Mrs. Dore, late of Walworth,” it should 
have been added, “ Duty paid by W. Beddome, Esq., executor.” 


strom ane and Donations in aid of the nee Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by W. B. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, or th ; 
the Mission House, Moorgate Street, London: in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher 
Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson, and John Macandrew, Esq.; in Glasgow, by Robert 
Kettle, Esq.; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., Richmond Street; in ‘Calcutta, by the 
ia aed Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New York, United States, by W. 

gate, Esq. ; ae ee er >. 


e Rev. Joseph.Angus, M.A., Secretary, at 


IRISH CHRONICLE, 


SHOWERS OF BLESSING. 


To be eminently useful, we must be baptized with the Spirit of the Lord. We 
not only need fire from heaven to kindle the flame, but oil to feed it. Divine 
truth and elevated piety will awaken the spirit of fervent prayer for “ showers of 
blessing” to come down upon all our churches, and mankind at large. 

And would it not be very encouraging to be favoured with “ showers of 
blessing ?”” We all need a larger measure of the Spirit. What is the chureh of 
Christ without it? As decay and corruption immediately appear when our 
natural life is quenched ; so the church becomes dead when the Holy Spirit 
departs. Our seats of learning, and missionary institutions will fail to regenerate 
the world, unless animated by the Spirit of God. We may lay the wood upon the 
altar, but fire must fall from heaven to consume the sacrifice. Let us then wrestle 
at a throne of grace; for we must be more spiritually minded before we can 
expect “times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” But is not the Holy 
Spirit amongst us? If the Spirit of God had retired, we should not see a solitary 
individual converted to Jesus. Besides the church of Christ is a spiritual building 
which can only be sustained or enlarged by the Spirit’s influence. Whenever the 
apostles met with success, they always attributed it to the divine agency. “I 
have planted ; Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is 
he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase.” : 

Are not “ showers of blessing” needed? Our piety and zeal bear no proportion 
to the example of Jesus, and the wants of mankind. An increase of personal piety 
will bring prosperity. .‘ Showers of blessing” will descend; and cause all iniquity 
to stop her mouth.” Are not “ showers of blessing” faithfully promised? But 
we must pray for them. “ Ask, and ye shall receive.” The promise of the Spirit 
stands in nearly the same relation to the Christian church, as the promise of the 
Messiah did to the believing Jews. They were to wait for his coming; and we 
are to pray for the Holy Spirit. This promise is peculiarly ours. Behold, I will 
pour out my Spirit upon you.” “ And it shall come to pass afterward that I will 


pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.” The rain from heaven and the shining sun are : 


necessary to bring to maturity the seed which the husbandman casts into the soil ; 
equally so are the influences of the Holy Spirit to bring sinners to Jesus. Activity, 
blended with entire dependence upon the Lord, will be attended with glorious 
results. 

Brethren! let us awake, unite, and pray for a larger measure of the Spirit of 
God. Without it, piety will languish in our hearts, in our families, in our 
churches, and eventually die out of the land. Men may admire the excitement of 
our anniversaries, and’ the eloquence of the platform ; but the church will never 
be strong forthe work she has to perform, until she lives in the element of devo- 
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tion. “ When the enemy comes in like a flood,” wealth, eloquence, and learning, will 
all be insufficient to put him to flight, unless “ the Spirit of the Lord lift up a 


standard against him.” 


How momentous the inquiry, why ‘are not these “ showers of blessing” enjoyed 


now ? 


What is it that prevents their descent ? 


« Behold, your iniquities have 


separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you 


that he will not hear.” 
for salvation, but it is far off from us.” 


Therefore, when “ we look for judgment there is none ; 
Let us ask Jehovah why he hides his face 
from us. Seasons of special revival, have been seasons of special prayer. 


Let us 


repair to the closet and the sanctuary, to be purified and revived; and in answer 
to prayer, “showers of blessing” will be poured upon our labours, and we shall 
soon realize a great ingathering of immortal souls 


The following from Mr. Berry will be 
read with the deepest interest :-— 


On the first Lord’s day in May, it was an- 
nounced that we should have a public bap- 
tism and open air service. Long before the 
hour named, the river’s banks were lined 
with people, the majority of whom were 
romanists. Whilst I was preaching, more 
than one exclaimed, The preacher is right. 
Since then, bibles have been borrowed by 
some of them. One of the candidates was a 
catholic. 

Again, yesterday, according to announce- 
ment, we had a similar service. The num- 
bers who attended on the previous occasion 
were trifling, compared with those who were 
present on this. The greatest attention was 
manifested by all. A female, a nominal 
protestant, was baptized. A young lady with 
whom I was acquainted, and of whose piety 
I had no doubt, after seeing our order at the 
Lord’s supper, requested baptism. She said 
to me, “I must return to-morrow, and my 
father who is visiting about two miles from 
this, is come for me; I will first‘go and ask 
his consent; I think he will not refuse. If 
he do, I will try to convince him; but if he 
oppose, I must obey God.” She went to 
him, and he not only gave his consent, but 
sent her brother with her, and I baptized her 
yesterday evening, and had another interest- 
ing service, The baptism of this younglady 
opens a wide field which I shall immediately 
occupy. She lives in a district utterly neg- 
lected, about fourteen miles distant. Her 
father has invited me to preach in his house. 

We have again announced a public bap- 
tism for the first Lord’s day in July, when the 
Lord will, I trust, bless us. Another ro- 
manist and a protestant are proposed, and if 
the church be satisfied respecting them, we 


% 


) place. =~ 


Joa 


intend to have a similar service the first 
Lord’s day in August. These things cheer 


our hearts, and will encourage our friends in 
England. 


Mr. Eccirs says :— 


The cause in Ballymoney is still en- 
couraging, notwithstanding the violent oppo- 
sition of some parties. We are getting a_ 
store fitted up for preaching. I baptized one 
from this place a few days ago. Dear brother, 
a scripture reader would render essential ser- 
vice in this place. 


Mr. Witson, of Belfast, June 15th :— 


A very interesting field of labour has been 
opened at Carrickfergus. On my recent visit 


there I baptized three persons, who bid fair 


to be useful. The friends there are meeting 
with much opposition, but they are steadily 
pursuing their way. They have established 
prayer meetings, and opened a Sunday-school. 
A church is formed consisting of five mem- 
bers. I can only go there once a month; 
and on my next visit, I expect some addi- 
tions to their number. 

The station at Spa Wells flourishes. The 
attendance last Tuesday was encouraging. 
As I proposed visiting the families in the 
neighbourhood on the following day, I gave 
out preaching for the evening also. I did 
not expect many, but the number was nearly 
as large as the preceding evening, and a very 
poy ape He attention was mani: ifested, j 

n some of the families IT had pleasing proofs — 
that previous visits had oY been gsi ; 
and there is abundant reason to hope, that 
in a short time fruit will pespathored ine tele = 
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Mr. M‘Carruy writes :— 


I recently baptized three persons at Rabue, 
The meeting was thronged, and deep atten- 
tion was paid to the word. A. considerable 
crowd attended us to the river side, among 
whom were many catholics, who behaved 
with as much seriousness as the candidates 
themselves. I may mention others who are 
on their way, and life and health permitting, 
will cast in their lot among us at our ap- 
proaching Union meeting, 


——— 


Mr. Mutuern sends the following 
pleasing intelligence, dated May 24th:— 


The Lord is still giving us tokens for good. 
I have, since my last, baptized two persons ; 
one of them a Roman Catholic, who although 
she was brought up a Protestant, had bowed 
for eighteen years at the shrine of super- 
stition. She was induced to come to our 
place about two years ago. Ever since she 
attended pretty regularly ; and notwithstand- 
ing much opposition from her family, has 
now publicly professed that her faith and 
hope are in Christ alone. The other resides 
eight miles off, and came to our place about 
six months since. He has generally taken 
this long journey every other sabbath. He is 
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an intelligent and zealous man, and has given 
good evidence of having received the truth in 
the love of it. 

I still occupy Crawfordsburn, and have also 
preached in Banbridge, a populous town, 
thirty, and in Donaghmore, forty miles dis- 
tant and have been urgently requested to 
come again—but the great drawback is the 
distance. Our day and sabbath schools at 
Conlig go on well. About forty pupils attend 
the former, and fifty the latter, who are re- 
ceiving valuable instruction which will, I 
trust, be crowned with a blessing. 


Mr. Goutp, of Dublin, writes to say:— 


That he recently had the pleasure of bap- 
tizing Mr. Bentley, who had been studying 
there with a view to the ministry. He has 
preached a good deal in Ireland, knows the 
country and the people; and longs to be 
devoted to missionary work there. 


Mr. Bares has received two parcels of 
clothing for the Sunday-schools ; and the 
Secretary, one from Pershore, and another 
from Yarmouth, Isle of Wight. Mr. Thomas 
wishes to acknowledge £1 from Mr. French, 
Cheltenham; and 10s. from Mr. Nicholson, 
Cork, towards Limerick chapel. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Notwithstanding the urgent calls for agents, and eligible persons offering, both 


as readers and missionaries, the Committee are compelled to say nay, in conse- 
quence of the embarrassed state of the Society’s funds. In the case of Mr. 
Bentley such a determination was come to, with the deepest pain. They hope 
the friends of Ireland will read this statement seriously, and resolve to assist the 
Committee in their endeavours to secure the services of such qualified candi- 
dates for the different departments of labour in Ireland. The Secretary, on their 
behalf implores those brethren to whom he has written for collections to lay this 


appeal before their people. Surely the facts recorded in this Chronicle, are _ 
encouraging ; and the field, at last, begins to whiten for the harvest. OEE 
= 
CONTRIBUTIONS UP TO JUNE 8, 1844. 
a. £ 8 d. 
allingford, by Rev. J. S 
Of iagieg MRC arene 010.20 
0 Gammon, MY. JO8.....eeeee 010 0 
0 Palmer, Mrs......s.eceeseee Gewvis x eet Bt) 
0 Wills, Edw., Esq., Sladeend. 1 1 0 
0 COWMCCHON .. 0: .ersrerdereee 216 0 
0 518 0 


392 IRISH CHRONICLE, 

£ 8. d. | Get: Oy 
Ball, Miss, Chesham....c.ccrcesessersesssereeres 100 Kitson, Driiselesscseemis oration Loe? ea: 
Francies, Mr. G., London ..... 010 6) Small sums a 6 
Nicholson, Mr. W. by Mr. Burle 1 0 0] Interest Sayings’ Bank......... 0 210 
Watson, Mr. Robert, by Miss Watson 010 0| 8 7 4 
Clarke, Rey Owe ....cccccscccvscccnctverces ae 010 0 | Jonn Street Auxiliary, by Mr. Elsey .....+ 20 0 0 
Watkins, Mrs., Bayswater, by Mr. Robin- Bucki 

BO Wedasdadeveh dices =o csdsdccdsssewlvevarsendncanauwe Lhd uckingham— 464 
Church Street, Blackfriars, by Mr. Walk- e BA% peerings Ber cat cenuettennseresereness neo 

MEOW etdeckhy cans o0% sabe sche ces consavdesvuosatstoes é : is é 
A Friend, Great Missenden, by Mr. Marsh 1 0 0 Proceeds of Tea party .. . 1 ae : 
Wyke, Rev. Mr., Whitchurch, Salop ....... 010 0 soe Friends seteeeeeerees . ; 0 0 
Bridgnorth, Collection by Mr. Davis... 7 2 6 = — MY. (GON). ......sccncseneraseaonvesse 
Sturge, Joseph, Esq., Birmingham .. A aw at am, Collected by S. Davis— 6 6 
Walters, Mr., Birmingham........ he Baw Collection at Rey. J... Stocks: x .appanbecess: 51 
West Drayton, by Mr, Stanger 5 SBA SO Acworth, Mr. W. «....1++. : D0 @. 
Banbury, Mr. Payne .2 0 10-0 aes Mr. J.... £5020 
Liverpool, Pembroke Ch. by J. Coward, Esq. 15 0 0 Stock, Rev. J....scsscccsssessessereees 0 5 0 
Wellingboro’, Mr. Underwood ..........-.-+» 0 5 0} Colnbrook— 

Mr. /Ourtis:n aty.csercos seateaue ee 05 0 Collection at Rey. W. Coleman’s.......... 414 7. 
Evesham, The Misses Mann .. ¥-0- 0 Ibotson, Mr. P ce Pal oO 
Berkhampstead, Mr. Baldwin E050 Ehotson, “Mire caieaie= dosnt sccendsevisesapnwe 010 0 

Dinh Omaccvcesestataptaacarctracenteonecst (don.) 010 0 Newbury— 
Kislingbury, collections after Sermons, b Collection, 230 

Mr. Batesnacnencdevacoguntes oe re SLO 30 Flint tes ag pease pigs aa 010 0 
Bugbrook, Friends at, by ditto. Sal Ono Beam hie 010 6 
Maidstone, a Friend... ..ccsccsverssssessascvsces £0" =0 eam Saebt testeot 
eh tk its of the late Rev. George ee Carter, Mrs... <5 050 
Watford, Miss King 1 0 0 Hedeos. Me, ; : a ; 
A Poor Servant, by Mr, Smith 0 0 6 Elkins, Mr. | a SG ao 
Cotentry= Turner, Mr.... «4 Ob 0. 

Booth, Mr. R....... 110 pee Ieee ic be ard 

Newsom, Mr. H...... pe ee Aspre chee i 010 6 

Franklin, The Misses. ek Fee SEE jan ta 

Newton, Mr. James... 010 0 Weend Mr. Ww ‘ 0 5 0 

Smith, My. Jes... 010 0 2 ; 5 SUNY whaeaN tay evsdascUns de shaqrowacqeces 0 

Atkins, Mr. A. . 010 0 Whitchurch, Hants— 

Franklin, Rev. Fi... 0 5 0 Mr: Séorey, (BUD. )!cceccccccossccdesvccovccaseoes 1-0 

Collection by Mr. Davis...... a O46 Do. (don.)... 010 0 

1213 6 Chappell, Mr. W. 010 0 
Scorey, Miss ..... 05 0 
Limerick, by Rey. W. Thomas— Amery, Rev. E.. 05 0 

Alexanders, Messrs. Brothers, Collection ..... wv DABS 

Z sting iSconctien : ae Q Futcher, Mrs, Longparish, by Mr. Scorey 010 0 

rady, Mrs = ~*~ 

Banatyne, James, Esq. 010 0 Beco Min ieee Bee 300 

Mierle-Taaion, Faqs: 010 0 eae a Silas ee eet ee aoe 

Sykes, Mr. F. C. .... 05 0 Young. Mepis tats 7 6 

GaiaitaMe, Joh... 010 0 A MEbs 5 icevensicvens$aivertanstenaearnee 

Burr, Mrs. W...... 100 Broughton and Wallop— 

Burr, Mr. R. . 20 0 Collections isiivc.ic.<cewsvssiovegaste ccs etter een 

Going, Mrs . 0080 North Shields, by Rev. J. D. Carrick— 

Curtis, Miss. 05 0 Brown, Mr. W., for Schools wee 0 20 O 

Farrell, Mr. 0 2 6 Proctor, Mr. J. R.,  do.. ; 010 0 

Burr, Mr.A. F.. 02 6 Proctor, Mr. J. do. . + 0.1076 

Brith, Drvsevencavennaineereae CO Spence, Mr. Be secceeereeeenseesss 0 10 Of 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received a Ord Sroox, Esq., Treasurer, 1, Mad- 


dox-street ; by the Secretary at the Mission House, 


oorgate-street; and by the Rev. S. Davis, 


92, St. John-street-road, Islington; by the following ministers and gentlemen:—Revs. J, 
Anous, Mission House, London: ron ANDERSON and W. Inns, Edinburgh; C. HarpcasTix, 
Waterford; G. N. Warson, Cork; G. Gounp, 1, Seville Place, Dublin; W. S. Eccrzs, 
Coleraine ; R. Winson, Belfast ; by Messrs. J. Hopkins, Cambridge Crescent, Birmingham ; 
J. Sanvers, 104, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury; at the Union Bank, Argyle Place, London ; 
and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


J. Haddon, Printer, Castle Street, Finsbury. 


